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Dear Participant,

Thank you very much for taking part in the 2013 OISE Dean’s Graduate Student Research conference.

Chairing the organizing committee for a large academic event such as the OISE Dean’s Graduate Student 
Research Conference is a complicated undertaking and hard work. However, we have seen this task as an 
opportunity and a privilege, in the early stage of our academic journeys, to put forth our emerging view 
of the exciting field of education. This incentive has motivated us during the last few months of leading a 
wonderful team of volunteer graduate students in building, promoting and running this event. 

This year’s conference is laid on two main foundations. The first is expressed by the theme: Education: Taking 
the Lead. This theme carries two meanings. On the one hand, it states the perception about the central place 
of education in society and in life in general; education should be a leading field among the humanities, the 
social sciences, and in academia in general, and also should strive towards being an autonomous realm 
that negotiates with others human endeavors. On the other hand, the theme is a statement and a call that 
this is our time to lead, young educators and researchers who acknowledge the significance of education in 
shaping our lives. 

The second foundation the conference rests on is community. A lot is going on at OISE; there are four 
restructured academic departments, twenty Research Centres and Institutes, Initial Teacher Education 
Programs, Continuing Education, and more. Faculty and graduate students study an immense variety of 
subjects, from teaching methods through policy evaluation and counselling psychology to critical pedagogy. 
However, does this mass of organizations and people constitute a community? Does the group of people 
who populate OISE recognize and operate under some kind of a common goal? We all work and study in this 
building, but what does it mean? And what meaning does our work have? Should it mean a shared notion at 
all? Moreover, what should be our relationships with the broader community of the University of Toronto? 
With academia in general? And with life, out there, outside academia?

The two foundations are inseparable. Together they point towards the question: Do we think collectively 
about what education means? To be sure, it is not a consensus that is asked for, but a common awareness 
to what we are doing here. The question is not just whether people know what others are doing and what is 
going on in different spaces; the question, in a sense, is also whether OISE in itself is a learning community. 
Frequent occasions to present work, such as this conference and departmental events, are not enough; 
we need to examine the foundations of our field and to contemplate on its essence and its role in today’s 
society and in human life. We should ask: Are we asking the difficult questions? Are we challenging the 
meanings of education?

These concerns are not raised here as a philosophical exercise, but offered as guidelines to think about what 
we do at OISE, in any department and program. The spirit embodied by these issues, and by the foundations 
of this conference, is evident in OISE Strategic Plan 2011-2015 (Opening Doors in and through Education) as 
expressed in its outlined values, goals, strategies, and intended actions. We hope that the special events we 
supplement to this year’s conference will contribute to advance the implementation of the strategic plan’s 
vision.

The two foundations upon which the conference lay – leading and community - are well articulated in the 
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stories of students that will share their initiatives and experiences in the first day of the conference. These 
students are leaders who have started, or inspire to launch, new practical educational endeavors, or took 
part in unique opportunities pertinent to their studies or interests. By exposing these students and their 
stories, we hope to contribute to developing an active community at OISE through giving these presenters 
the chance to gain support for their ideas, establishing cooperation with other students, inspiring colleagues 
to experience similar adventures, and motivate the conference participants to consider different and 
interesting ways of thinking and doing education. You are welcome to meet the presenters at a fair during 
lunch or to participate in thematic sessions at 3pm on Thursday. 

Out of consideration with working students and following the spirit of inclusion and giving a voice to 
students in the broadest manner as possible, we have extended the first day of the conference and have 
added a special evening session which will feature part-time graduate students. This late session, to be held 
at 4:30pm, will enrich the event with the important work of students that integrate research and practice. 

Dr. John Portelli and Dr. Suzanne L. Stewart, our keynote speakers, will reflect on the conference theme 
through their own different lenses. Unlike previous occasions, this year the address will be dialogical and is 
meant to bring together different (although not necessarily contradicting) approaches or ways of thinking 
about education. The dialogical presentation will take place on the first day of the conference at 6pm.

Another exciting addition to this year’s conference is a discussion panel comprised of faculty members and 
graduate students. While the keynote speakers’ address is meant mostly to reflect on education’s role on 
a wide scale, the panel participants will discuss the issue through the lens of OISE and will examine OISE’s 
place in the current field of education. We have gathered an interesting and diverse panel from different 
educational aspects that, we hope, will generate a critical and thoughtful discussion. The panel will take 
place on Friday, at 3pm.
 
As a concluding event of the conference, and as an expression of diversity, we invite you to join a multi-
cultural celebration of sounds, sights, and tastes that will stimulate your senses. This social gathering will 
provide you another opportunity to meet and celebrate with your colleagues.

We would like to thank Dean Julia O’Sullivan for supporting the conference. We also want to thank Mary 
MacDonell and OISE Student Services for their tremendous work and endless availability in assisting us 
turning our ideas into reality.

We hope that you will find the academic presentations inspiring, as well as the special features added this 
year, and that you will benefit from participating in discussions, meeting new colleagues, and discovering 
new opportunities.

We encourage you, the graduate student who inspires to voice a statement, to take the reins next year!

Sincerely,
 
Patti Kmiec and Doron Yosef-Hassidim, Co-Chairs
Dean’s Conference organizing committee 
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Accessibility Guidelines and Information 

We are committed to ensuring that the Dean’s Graduate Student Research Conference is 
welcoming and accessible to all conference participants. Given our diverse community, 
we understand that access involves the presenter, the audience, and the built 
environment. Our hope is that participants will explore ways to make this event more 
accessible for all.

Following are tips for conference participants:

• Clear the aisles and the area near the doorway of obstacles (garbage bins, extra 
chairs).

• Make aisles accessible so participants using wheelchairs, scooters, and other mobility 
devices do not have to sit in the back of the room.

• Do not block your face with your hands or papers or turn your back to the 
participants when speaking. People may be depending on lip reading.

• Repeat questions aloud before answering them.
• Consider that the pace and volume of your voice may affect others’ access to your 

presentation.
• Read everything out loud on the screen and describe all images.
• Avoid use of all capital letters which is difficult to read.
• Avoid using dark ink on dark paper or backgrounds, fancy fonts, or extremely small 

print. Have a copy of large print materials in bold, 18 point font available.
• Paper and electronic copies of your PowerPoint slides or presentation often make 

your work more accessible to others.

Please participate in OISE’s commitment to minimizing scents in the environment.

Thank you for your continued responsiveness to all issues of access. Brought to you by 
the OISE DGSRC Accessibility Committee.

If you have accessibility concerns related to your participation in the conference please 
contact Patti Kmiec (p.kmiec@utoronto.ca).
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Conference Photography

In participating in the 13th Annual Deans’s Graduate Student Research Conference, 
you are granting permission to the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE) of 
the University of Toronto (the “University”) the right to reproduce, use, exhibit, display, 
broadcast, distribute, and create derivative works of the photographed or filmed images 
taken at the conference (during the concurrent sessions, breaks, keynote addresses) for 
use in connection with the activities of OISE for promoting, publicizing, or explaining 
OISE or its activities, or those of the University.

This grant includes, without limitation, the right to publish such images on the OISE 
website or during OISE events, in the University newspaper, alumni magazine, and PR/
promotional materials, such as marketing, advertising, and any other University-related 
publication. These images may appear in any of the wide variety of formats and media 
now available to the University and that may be available in the future, including but not 
limited to print, broadcast, videotape, CD-ROM, and electronic/online media.

If you do not want your photograph taken or your image to be used in this way, please 
inform the conference staff.

Sustainability

Please bring your own reusable bottle/cup since bottled water will not be available.
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New Features At The Dean’s Conference:

Dialogical keynote address 
Education for real success: Breaking the cycle of colonialism
Thursday, March 21st, 18:20-19:30, OISE Library (will be streamed online)

Presenters:  Dr. John-Peter Portelli and Dr. Suzanne L. Stewart
Moderator: Doron Yosef-Hassidim

In this dialogical presentation, the speakers will share their intellectual and personal 
locations to provide the context for the discussion of issues that arise in their work. A key 
theme identified is equity and democracy, with a focus on the problems of standardization, 
deficit thinking, neoliberalism, and evidence-based education. In response to these issues 
as a form of colonialism and systemic violence, the presenters will converse about the 
importance and possibilities of concepts and practices of relationship, empowerment, 
holistic pedagogy, and curriculum of life as ways that education can successfully take the 
lead. 

Keynote speakers’ bios:
Originally from Malta, John came to Canada in 1977 where he studied at McGill University. He 
taught in faculties of education in Canada since 1982. Currently he is a Professor in the Department 
of Humanities, Social Sciences and Social Justice Education, OISE where he also teaches in the 
Educational Administration Program. He has lead several national studies in Canada where he has 
worked closely with teachers and school administrators. He has been invited as a lecturer and 
keynote speaker in North America, Europe, North Africa and the Middle East. His research is in 
equity, policy and leadership; student engagement and ‘students at risk’; democratic theory and 
pedagogy.  He has been actively involved in quality assurance policy work at the higher education 
level in Europe. He has published eight books and two collections of poetry.

Suzanne is a member of the Yellowknife Dene First Nation. She is a psychologist and an Assistant 
Professor of Indigenous Healing in Counselling Psychology at OISE/University of Toronto, where is 
also Special Advisor the Dean on Aboriginal Education and the Chair of the Indigenous Education 
Network. Research and teaching interest includes Indigenous mental health and healing in 
psychology (youth mental health, identity, and work-life development), and education, and 
Indigenous pedagogies in teacher education. She is also Chair of the Aboriginal Psychology Section 
of the Canadian Psychology Association. She works within local Native communities and shares 
her experiences with regional, national, and international health and government organizations. 
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Students’ Initiatives and Experiences: Fair and Sessions

OISE graduate students share their stories beyond the regular academic work: original 
endeavours and unique involvements in the field of education. 

Lunch fair: 
Thursday, March 21st, 12:35-13:20, Room 5-280
Meet the presenters in an informal event during lunch time.

Sessions: 
Thursday, March 21st, 15:00-16:30
Thematic presentations. See page 16 for topics and rooms.

Faculty and Students Panel: OISE in focus
Friday, March 22nd, 15:00-16:30, Room 5-210

Under the conference theme, Education: Taking the Lead, the panel will critically discuss 
OISE’s role in shaping its vision as a leading international graduate school of education. 
Following the recent departmental reorganization, participants will share their views on 
the place of OISE in navigating research and practice. The panel will take questions from 
the audience. 

Participants:
Dr. Megan Boler, Humanities, Social Sciences and Social Justice Education
Dr. Terezia Zoric, Leadership, Higher and Adult Education and Initial Teacher Education
Dr. Tony Chambers, Leadership, Higher and Adult Education
Patricia Douglas, PhD candidate, Humanities, Social Sciences and Social Justice Education
Aman Sium, PhD student, Humanities, Social Sciences and Social Justice Education
Carla D’Elia, MA student, Leadership, Higher and Adult Education, Secondary school
    teacher and Department Head
Moderator: Doron Yosef-Hassidim

End of Conference Celebration!
Friday, March 22nd, 17:00-20:00, Room 5-170
Join us to a social gathering and a celebration with music, drinks, food, and… dancing!
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Thursday, March 21, 2013

8:30 Registration and Light Breakfast, Room 5-210

9:00 Welcome, Room 5-210

Session 1
9:20 -10:50

New Directions in Educational Research
Room 5-150

Developing anD maintaining an online Database of researCh summaries: phase 2 of 
the oere
Shasta Carr-Harris, Pamela J. Osmond

The field of Knowledge Mobilization (KM) investigates ways that research, policy and 
practice can become better connected.  While multiple strategies may be used to link these 
three domains, this paper focuses on common barriers that prevent practitioners from 
accessing knowledge derived from formal research, and outlines our teams experience 
developing an online database of research summaries to provide practitioners with free 
access to current research at their convenience and in an accessible format.  Although 
research repositories of this kind have often been called for, our team outlines the many 
challenges that can emerge when implementing this relatively simple idea, and suggests 
ways that these challenges can be addressed.  More specifically, the paper builds on teams 
experiences from phase 1 of the OERE project as described in an article recently published 
in the Canadian Journal of Educational Administration and Policy, reports on the growth 
of the project through phase 2 and identifies considerations for the future as the project 
prepares to enter phase 3 in the coming year. 

use of online researCh: unDerstanDing researCh baseD organizational websites anD 
DownloaDs
Saira Shah

The ‘Use of Online research’ project examines how research is communicated through 
the Internet in an effort to understand if posting research products online, a prominent 
knowledge mobilization strategy, receives any uptake. Our aim is to understand the 
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following: How much, and by whom are web-based research findings and analyses being 
used? Thus far, we have partnered with 15 websites across 14 educational organizations 
in Canada, New Zealand, the United States and the United Kingdom.  The two key 
components underpinning this study are: a) Google analytics b) and a survey.  The Google 
Analytics component: a) identifies how visitors access websites; b) how visitors navigate 
through websites; and c) what research-based products are downloaded. The survey, 
embedded on our partner’s websites examining take-up of web-based products, tells us 
how online research-based resources are used by those accessing research webpages 
and downloading research related resources. This study is conceptualized through the 
interaction between three areas: research evidence, the user, and use over time (Cooper, 
Edelstein, Leung, & Levin, 2010). Preliminary findings (as of May 2012) suggest a) 
organization effort into posting products online is not matched by broad uptake b) passive 
knowledge mobilization online strategies are more common than active strategies c) 
little traffic makes its way to research pages when compared to a website’s homepage 
or non-research based pages and d) A website’s homepage is rarely the point of entry; 
therefore the organization of a website may need to be reconsidered to maximize uptake 
of research-based online products.

open sourCe anD open Data Collabaration projeCts in nonprofit organizations
Ushnish Sengupta

This presentation provides a summary of current literature on innovative technology 
collaboration projects between nonprofit organizations. The long-term research goal 
of the project is to mobilize knowledge on best practices in technology adoption for 
nonprofit organizations. Nonprofit organizations are facing a number of local and global 
challenges. Local challenges include reduction in government support and funding, while 
Global challenges include increasing demands for utilization of technology. The challenges 
faced by nonprofit organizations also provide some unprecedented opportunities for 
collaboration.  Collaboration projects include shared platforms, open source and open 
data projects.  Shared technology platforms allow organizations to coordinate their efforts 
with other organizations.  Open Source applications allow organizations to customize 
software to their own needs, whereas Open Data initiatives allow the formulation and 
development of alternative solutions by sharing data across organizations.  Geographical 
Information Systems such as Open Street Map, a type of shared platform, has been used 
in disaster relief projects.   Open Source software applications such as CiviCRM have 
been utilized by nonprofit organizations to manage clients, customers and donors. Open 
Source projects also enable people without specific academic or professional credentials 
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to become highly valuable contributing members to a community. There is a movement 
to provide open access to data, particularly social data maintained by federal, provincial, 
and municipal governments.  Providing the ability to access, combine, and correlate data 
allows the possibility of additional creative solutions to social issues. The combination 
of open data and crowd sourcing has been used effectively by nonprofit organizations in 
mapping aid projects in Haiti.

unDerstanDing misusing of statistiCs in eDuCational stuDies
Jingshun Zhang

Now, over half of educational studies will apply statistics to analyze data because it is a 
very important tool in education research. Most of educational researchers try to apply 
various statistical methods in their projects from preliminary analysis (e.g. ANOVA, Chi-
square analysis, multiple-regression) to advanced approaches (e.g SEM, HLM). 

However, there are many problems for educational researchers, graduate students to 
apply statistical methods in their papers, thesis, and reports. Some of researchers do not 
know how to select effective statistical approach, when they need to use, how to interpret 
results. For example, some used much advanced statistics methods as hard as they could 
because they want show that they own high level of quantitative methods.  This study is 
to systematically review different issues of misusing of statistical methods in educational 
research. 

This project systematically reviews several problems for educational researchers’ 
application of statistics methods such as misused, overused satiations. I applied the 
concept mapping technology to broadly analyze relevant during last 10 years. Finally, I 
created some maps to show main problems of misusing statistics in educational studies 
and the reasons behind the misusing of statistics, and the various relations links the 
misusing of statistics and reasons.  Then, I summarized some useful suggestions for 
educational researchers how to improve their application of statistics, how to avoid 
misuse of statistics. This is the first stage of my project. I will continue to undertake online 
survey and interview with educational graduate students to probe the potential reasons 
behind their misuse of statistics.



2013 Dean’s Graduate Student Research Conference12

International Development : Initiatives and Outcomes
Room 5-160

the CanaDian international Development agenCy (CiDa) anD Comparative 
international Development eDuCation: a Case stuDy of ghana
Harriet Akanmori

Canada supports developmental efforts in Ghana through the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA). This paper investigates how Canada has partnered with 
Ghana to achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for Education by 2015. The 
paper focuses on equity and access to education in Ghana and examines how Canada 
through CIDA, has aligned its development assistance aims and objectives with Ghana’s 
policies for addressing her developmental agenda.

Through a content analysis of CIDA programmes and documents related to education in 
Ghana, the paper concludes that CIDA programmes and operations in education in Ghana 
have a clear focus on issues relating to equity and access to education, and complement 
governmental efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals for Education in 
Ghana.

afghanistan: an examination of international & national poliCies anD their 
influenCe on loCal sChool praCtiCes
Sofia Noori

Discourses operating within neoliberal circles especially those in the media produce 
Afghanistan as homogenously structured by an almost exceptional patriarchy. There are 
assumptions that gender inequalities within that country can be ‘fixed’ through proper 
educational programming provided by a benevolent state. This research uses discourse 
analysis to explore the following questions: How have certain international organizations 
like the UN and World Bank (WB, from here forth) influenced Afghanistan’s education 
policy? What “change” and through what educational structure is this being pursued? 
How do colonial epistemologies constitute Afghan girls when neoliberal ideas are 
propagated through education policies and school materials? What participatory impacts 
have resulted from Afghanistan’s policy changes? Are these changes basic educational 
embellishments or are the sustainable changes?
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a CritiCal Comparative analysis of multiCulturalism in CanaDa anD the uae
Nadia Qureshi

While it has been argued that the practice of Multiculturalism in Canada encourages a 
sense of acceptance and belonging for minorities and immigrants (Kymlicka, 2010), it 
is also seen as inherently differentiating individuals by viewing them as “others” being 
accepted (Gerin-Lajoie, 2008), leading to marginalization socially and economically.  This 
paper is a comparative study that seeks to critically analyze the concept of Multiculturalism 
as a disempowering policy in Canada, especially as a practice in the field of education.  A 
comparative analysis is made with Multiculturalism in the United Arab Emirates where 
over three quarters of the population are “expatriates” from other ethnic groups, who 
face systematic and symbolic segregation, thus inhibiting cross cultural exchanges. A neo-
colonial framework is used in analysis and the paper is informed by a comprehensive 
literature review and my personal experiences as a “minority” student in Canada and as 
a teacher in the UAE. As a result of highlighting these complexities, the need to promote 
social justice and anti-discrimination through education is proposed.

eDuCation in pakistan: a systemiC failure
Aaqib Freed

In the near future, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan is set to exhibit demographic patterns 
that will set it apart from competitors in the region.  However, even with an expected 
population surge and a relatively youthful workforce, certain systemic issues hold the 
possibility of nullifying any positive effect of these changes.  Chief amongst them is the 
lack of social infrastructure comparable to nations in the economic north.  While roads and 
electricity are issues of critical necessity that need addressing, health care and education 
have certain economic utility that makes them no less crucial.  Pakistan’s education 
system, as it stands now, is subpar.  This is true even in relative terms when compared to 
other developing nations.  Debate about the root causes of this issue has pointed fingers 
at corruption, and an unhealthy reliance on foreign aid.  Dependency theory argues 
that developing nations are hindered in their economic progress by a systemic need for 
good manufactured by more prosperous nations, and aid offered by institutions like the 
World Bank and International Monetary Fund.  By looking at the issue of poor education 
development through this lens, we can better understand how to under go any beneficial 
changes in the policy regime.



2013 Dean’s Graduate Student Research Conference14

Teaching Challenges: Engaging with Students’ Needs
Room 5-230

gifteD stuDents in the Classroom: teaCher’s perspeCtives anD experienCes of 
stuDents iDentifieD as gifteD in ontario seConDary sChools.
Tim Phan

n the Ontario education system, students in secondary schools are tracked by ability 
into academic, applied, and gifted streams based on academic ability. Tracking and 
streaming is done on the basis that it allows for teachers to focus on a more uniform 
classroom, with students of similar abilities and goals grouped together. The word gifted 
often has connotations of high academic achievement, strong cognitive abilities, and 
little behavioral issues. The purpose of this study was to explore teachers’ experiences 
of students identified as gifted, and to investigate the assumptions teachers may make 
in gifted streamed classrooms. The focus of this qualitative study was conducted through 
semi-structured interviews of four high school teachers currently teaching or previously 
had taught in the Ontario public school system, and that currently have or previously 
had significant experience with students identified as gifted and/or gifted streamed 
classrooms. The teachers’ interviews show the assumptions that are made prior to 
teaching a gifted streamed classroom, and the adjustments that were made following. 
The teachers shared common ideas such as the incorrect assumptions about well-behaved 
classrooms, and high academic achievement. The teachers also discuss the increase in 
multiple identifications of students, with students being identified not only as gifted, 
but co-identified with learning disabilities, autism, and behavioral issues, among others. 
Finally, the teachers provide insight and best practices to teaching students identified as 
gifted in the Ontario education system.

teaCher perCeptions of self-aDvoCaCy in exCeptional stuDents in the regular 
Classroom
Shannon A. Salisbury

Current practice in special education is to place students in the least restrictive environment 
for learning. This has led to the majority of exceptional students being placed in regular 
classroom settings for much/all of their day. Students are expected to take part in decision-
making regarding supports and transition planning at 16, but have they developed the 
skills to be able to advocate for themselves in this context? What are the differences 
in the lives of students who can self-advocate effectively vs. those whose skills are less 
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developed? Do stakeholders (students, teachers, parents) share the same definition of 
disability? Are disabled students seen as valued contributors to their classrooms, or as 
burdens who reduce the education opportunities of non-disabled students? Do teachers 
feel adequately prepared to teach a diversity of learners in the regular setting? Where do 
parents fit into this equation? What of students’ own beliefs?  To answer these questions, 
interviews were conducted with three Toronto-area teachers and two teacher candidates. 
This presentation will illustrate preliminary analysis of teacher perceptions of their role in 
self-advocacy development, as well as barriers preventing them from feeling successful 
in their practice. The goal of this research is to identify factors that increase student 
efficacy in self-advocacy skills development they will need to attain success not only in 
their secondary school programs, but also in their post-secondary  (university, college, 
workplace) lives to come.

engaging in Classroom sensibilities: exploring teaCher perCeptions anD experienCes 
of stuDents with aDhD
Alexia Jennifer Citak

Students with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) are often considered 
‘problems’ in the classroom, both in language used to describe them, and in perceptions of 
their neurobiological difficulties. The extensive discourse surrounding ADHD is saturated 
by the hegemonic medical model (Kean, 2004), which pushes for deficit-based behavioural 
accommodations for students labelled with the ‘disorder’ (Koro-Ljungberg, Bussing and 
Wilder, 2011). As a result, the discourse has distanced educators, failing to deliver a 
meaningful, practical basis for teacher action (Whit and Danforth, 2010) developed from 
the lived-experiences of classroom teachers. 

This qualitative research paper addresses this gap in the literature by exploring the 
nuanced perceptions and experiences teachers have of students with ADHD, as afforded 
by their vantage point within Ontario classrooms. Laying the groundwork for future 
research that might provide support systems for classroom-based teacher action, this 
study considers how teachers come to their perceptions of students with ADHD, and how 
these perceptions might inform their classroom practice. By collecting qualitative data 
from in-depth semi-structured interviews, this paper unpacks and analyzes the individual 
lived-experiences of five educators of students with ADHD in their grade 5-9 classrooms.
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whiCh stuDents are DiagnoseD as having a learning Disability anD how Do they 
perform?
Gina Park, Edith van der Boom

In the field of special education, increasing numbers of students are being diagnosed as 
having a learning disability (LD), although the identification procedures and characteristics 
of these students are matters of continuing debate. The purpose of the study is to identify 
and describe the key demographic characteristics of students with a LD in a Canadian 
educational context and to examine whether these students show particular patterns 
in terms of their reading proficiency level and their cognitive skill profiles. Firstly, a 
Canadian context for the diagnosis of junior students with specific LD is discussed in 
the literature review. Secondly, using the students’ background survey data collected 
from 120,767 junior elementary school Grade 6 students, the study uncovers the key 
characteristics of students with LD and sees if a particular subgroups of students are 
under- or overrepresented. Thirdly, these students’ performance results from the 2006 
EQAO reading test are analysed to understand their reading proficiency levels and their 
cognitive skill profiles. Subsequently, implications for the practitioners and policy makers 
as well as future research directions are discussed.

Lifelong Lessons in Learning and Identity
Room 5-260

iDentity positioning, perCeptions anD engagement of aDult language learners: a 
CritiCal Classroom DisCourse analysis
Kate Higgins

This study seeks to examine how the discursive identity positionings of participants in a 
university ESL classroom influence their engagement and investment in the classroom 
community.  Through critical classroom discourse analysis (Kumaravadivelu, 1999), 
participant interviews, participant journals and collaborative researcher/participant 
reflection, the identity positionings that occur in classroom interaction will be identified 
and analyzed.    

Two primary research questions will be considered: 1) How are participants positioned in 
classroom discourse? (What “identity positions” are made available to participants?  How 
are the participants positioned by others in classroom discourse? How do they position 
themselves?) and 2) How do participants’ perceptions of classroom discourse (and identity 
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positioning) affect their engagement and investment in the classroom community? 
(For example, how do participants’ perceptions influence their assumptions about the 
identities of others in the classroom?  How do these assumptions influence participants’ 
engagement in the classroom?)   

This study aims to illuminate the subtle processes through which participants either 
invest or disengage with a particular learning environment by analyzing how identity is 
negotiated in classroom discourse.  Furthermore, by making visible teacher and student 
subjectivities that are often left unseen in short term language courses, this study may 
produce some fresh insights for educators striving to create engaging and equitable 
learning environments.

an inquiry into the puporses anD praCtiCes of reaDing anD writing in aCaDemiC 
upgraDing
William James Edwards

Drawing upon a practitioner-research model of inquiry that situates teaching and 
researching as co-extensive (Simon et. al. 2012), this study investigates an afterschool 
reading and writing group which extends from an Academic Upgrading course at a 
community college. One question this study addresses: how can we build literate 
engagement with adults who have experienced some degree of failure in high school 
and are now coming back after many years to pursue college and vocational tracks? The 
methodology for this research draws upon semi-structured interviews, notes from class 
discussions, and excerpts from student work. The findings from this research is contrasted 
with The National Assessment of Educational Progress which reveals that 80 percent of 
high school seniors demonstrate a basic level of writing competence, less than 25 percent 
write at a proficient level, and only 1 percent achieve the advanced writing designation 
(Yagelski 2012, Salahu-Din, Persky, & Miller, 2008). Early findings of this study suggest 
that the challenges of reading and writing run deeper than deficits projected through 
students’ test scores. If we believe that students are willing and capable of learning to 
read and write well, then a broader interrogation of how literacy becomes conceptualized, 
evaluated, and routinized in school becomes a productive site for inquiry. As it stands, the 
purposes and practices of writing remain poorly understood, “It is not even a practice, as 
we tend to think of writing as a practice, rather it is a procedure—and a usually tedious 
one at that” (Elbow, 1998). The study concludes by thinking through writing pedagogy 
exemplars (Christensen, 2009; Jordan 1991) and alternatives like the descriptive review 
(Carini, 2001) for writing assessment.
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being a writer: stuDents’ journeys in Developing iDentities anD self-ConfiDenCe as 
writers
Heather Farragher

As children’s literacy continues to grow in importance and much attention is paid to 
students’ reading abilities, this study focuses on students’ writing development.  

“Being a writer: students’ journeys in developing identities and self-confidence as 
writers”, investigates the ways in which educators can invite and enable intermediate 
students to develop their self-confidence and identities as writers. Data was gathered 
from two English educators in Toronto public high schools, one teaching in a mainstream 
school setting and the other in a self-directed school setting, and also while observing one 
educator’s classroom over a semester.  Preliminary results show a variety of ways in which 
educators assist students in becoming, growing and believing in themselves as writers. 
On one end of the spectrum, this includes encouraging and allowing students to engage 
in self-directed writing and writing projects (including journaling). On the other end of 
the spectrum, it includes providing direct instruction on writing genres, techniques and 
skills.  The participants note the necessity of writing mentorship and both work towards 
providing writing environments for students that are uninterrupted, creative, positive 
and safe.  Participants also acknowledge the value in providing opportunities for students 
to engage in private writing as well as writing that can be published, and in engaging 
in writing that is graded and not graded. In all cases, educators believe that successful 
writing instruction relies on their ability to scaffold students’ experiences as writers, while 
constantly reinforcing the belief that students can be independent thinkers, creators and 
writers, as well as classroom collaborators.

Culture, iDentity anD learning: the aDjustment of Chinese international stuDents at 
university of toronto sCarborough
Ling Yuan Zhang, Yi Dan Zhu,

Studies on socio-psychology and language education focus on students’ attitudes, 
motivations and attributions in learning language and culture (Feldman, 2001), yet there 
are a few research deal with how Chinese international students shape their identity 
through the interaction with local culture, the ESL program, their language learning 
practice and their cross-cultural and transnational experiences. In this study, we will 
explore the differences between how participants want to be seen (ideal self) and how 
participants see themselves (perceived self). We will also examine how these differences 
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shape their behavior and learning practice. The nature and purpose of this research is 
twofold:  a) to identify the strategies used by Chinese international students to “adapt” to 
Canadian culture; b) to investigate how the participation of these Chinese international 
students in the Green Path Program (GP), an ESL summer school offered at the University 
of Toronto Scarborough Campus (UTSC), contributed to the students’ language learning 
and ability to manage cultural experience in their everyday lives.

A Global Perspective on Social Change
Room 5-280

what type of eDuCation Do Developing Countries neeD to Create sustainable soCial 
Change? a foCus on nigeria
Chizoba Mary Imoka

Nigeria is one of the oil rich countries in the world yet there is little good to show for it. 
After 52 years of independence, over 70% of Nigerians live on less than $1 a day (CIA 
World Fact Book, 2012). Education access and quality is also an issue. According to the 
2012 UNESCO EFA report, 10.6 million school- age children are not in school. Even though 
the literacy rate is high (61%) in comparison to other African countries (CIA World Fact 
Book, 2012), the quality of high school and tertiary graduates that Nigeria develops is 
questionable. This problem of ‘poor’ quality education is most evident in the migration 
rates out of Nigeria in search of better education. In 2012, over 70,000 Nigerian university 
students moved to Ghana in pursuit of what is deemed to be quality education (Tribune 
Newspaper, May 2012).

The core question this proposal builds on is: Why has the Nigerian Education been 
unable to develop a critical mass of citizens who can drive social change?

Consequently, the purposes of this proposal are to:

1. Challenge definitions and conceptions of quality education in Africa.

2. Argue that education cannot be considered to be quality if it lacks the ability to 
develop citizens who can transform society and create social change.

3. Advocate for access to Quality Education for All that is not dependent on government.
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4. Explore what a Quality Education Framework might look like in Nigeria.

5. Propose an educational model for social change in Nigeria.

opportunity struCtures anD inDiviDual aspirations: a Case of rural kyrgyz youth
Rakhat K. Zholdoshalieva

Kyrgyzstan has emerged from the former highly structured and comparatively stable 
system of youth transition, in which opportunity structures and subjective aspirations of 
young people were regulated by the central Soviet state (Tomiak, 1983; DeYoung, 2011). 
In post-Soviet Kyrgyzstan, this regulated process of education-to-work has experienced 
radical changes resulting in uncertainties. The link between education and labour market 
relations has now been described as weak, misaligned or decoupled (Sondergaard et al, 
2012; Weidman, et al, 2004; Mertaugh, 2004; Phipps and Wolanin, 2001; Oscarsson and 
Mushedeit, 1996). Youth unemployment is rising and out-migration has become steady. 
Despite such bleak context, the demand for formal schooling still remains strong. Many 
rural school leavers in particular enter universities in massive numbers with parents taking 
financial responsibility for the cost of their study and living (DeYoung, 2010). A multiple case 
study was conducted to understand the dynamic of youth transition in a rural community 
in southern Kyrgyzstan. In this research, I was particularly interested in examining how 
rural youth and their guardians imagine and evaluate opportunity structures, what their 
future aspirations are, and how, if at all, these conceptions and aspirations are constrained 
by their objective social positions. For this presentation I employ Ken Robert’s idea of 
opportunity structures and Pierre Bourdieu’s concepts of habitus and capital as a useful 
analytical framework to examine three illustrative cases of young people from different 
social backgrounds (gender and class). These cases help us understand how aspirations 
are continuously constrained to align with their origins.

the Change Catalyst: exploring soCial Change through the use web metriCs
Jennie Phillips

How does social change manifest in the online environment? Through the use of metrics, 
more specifically web metrics, we can start to answer this question. As the lubricant to 
the machinery of change, metrics lie at the root of tracking, interpreting and responding 
to data. They are collected with minimal to no user intervention, gathered, analyzed and 
reported in real-time, and provided at minimal to no cost. They are used to evaluate 
user profiles, the online movement of users and information, and relationships between 
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different sources of information. Being used to facilitate decision-making in top down 
organizations and empower individuals from the bottom up, web metrics allow detailed 
measurement but also the opportunity to instigate change.

What are web metrics? And how do they measure and instigate change? This presentation 
aims to answer these questions by examining the relationship between the use web 
metrics and social change, specifically looking at the associated benefits. As such, 
discussion will address this question by examining the nature and scope of web metrics, 
through definition and identification of types of web metrics. The study will then continue 
to demonstrate applications where metrics are in use to create social change, and will 
conclude with an exploration of the potential uses of web metrics in relation to a case 
study.

Language Learners: Pedagogy and Practice
Room 4-422

finDing equity in assessment: supporting english language learners through 
soCially anD Culturally informeD assessment praCtiCes
Stephanie Cheung

At the centre of my research is an important concern: how can educators best support the 
diverse needs of a growing number of English language learners in mainstream Toronto 
classrooms through socially and culturally informed assessment practices? The challenges 
that teachers face in implementing equitable assessment models need greater attention, 
given that “53% of TDSB students have a language other than English as their mother 
tongue or as the primary language spoken at home,” according to the TDSB website. I 
believe that the potential systemic barriers and cultural assumptions that can complicate 
teachers’ assessment practices must be critically examined.

This paper will include a literature review for my Master’s research project, in which I will 
explore the cultural, linguistic, and social dimensions of assessment. I will discuss major 
themes and absences in current research in order to account for the practical, everyday 
ELL assessment concerns that teachers face in a Canadian context. From this paper 
presentation, I hope to initiate a discussion about equitable practices in ELL assessment 
with the goal of gaining new perspectives and potential directions for the development of 
my larger project and forthcoming field research.
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There must be greater dialogue about the diverse cultural and linguistic encounters shaping 
Toronto’s classrooms. By bringing questions of culture into discussions of assessment, 
my research calls for greater attention to the cultural shifts that are rapidly changing the 
make-up of Toronto’s schools and the broader social environment.

a mosaiC within the mosaiC; mapping anD networking CanaDa’s multilingualism, one 
language at a time
Themistoklis Aravossitas

Canada is recognized globally as a multicultural nation, where multilingualism is recognized 
and celebrated. At the educational level, Canada’s non-official tongues, also known 
as Heritage or International languages, are primarily sustained by community-based 
organizations, faced with lack of official support in their complex mission of maintaining 
their linguistic and cultural resources. My participatory action research study focuses 
on Greek Language education in Canada and explores the tremendous possibilities of 
networking for Heritage Language stakeholders who struggle for recognition. My threefold 
action project is based on Jim Cummins’ framework for academic language learning; focus 
on meaning, focus on language, focus on use. Starting from the later, I have initiated the 
participation of a Greek Community of Toronto Credit School in an international sister 
class network which has already demonstrated some impressive signs of success. A group 
of Greek language learners from Toronto after their online collaboration with peers 
from Australia and Greece win a ticket to visit their parents’ homeland and rediscover 
their motivation to learn a language that becomes a means of communication with new 
friends. Through observation, interviews and journal based on the reflections of the 
participants, I reveal how teachers, students and parents involved in a Greek/Heritage 
Language program, benefit by their educational network which also serves as a social 
network, allowing language users to practice, learn and negotiate their hybrid cultural and 
linguistic identity.

Culturally responsive anD relevant peDagogy in the Core frenCh Classroom
Stephanie Nicole Fearon

n Ontario, it is mandatory for students to learn French as a second language from grades 
four to nine. The high immigration rates and concentration of racialized groups in Canada 
have resulted in students in Ontario core French classrooms representing a multitude of 
ethnic backgrounds.  Consequently, teachers are faced with the task of teaching French 
as a second language to students, who share different experiences, first languages and 
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cultures.  According to the literature, core French programs in Canada have been plagued 
with low student enthusiasm and negative attitudes towards learning French.  While it is 
well established that the ability of teachers to acquire cultural competence and knowledge 
is a critical aspect of their work, especially in urban and highly diverse settings, the effect 
that it would have on student engagement in the core French classroom is less clear. 

By using culturally responsive and relevant pedagogy as an analytic tool, this study 
uncovers the ways in which the cultural knowledge and competence acquired by teachers 
affect student attitudes towards learning French as a second language.  Through the use 
of student questionnaires, teacher interviews and observational notes, this study aims to 
answer the following questions: How can a teacher’s cultural knowledge and competence 
about themselves, their students and their practices support academic engagement in 
settings where student alienation characterizes the French learning experience?  In what 
ways can the engagement of students in social justice issues support enthusiasm towards 
learning French?  What implications for the core French program are raised by this study?

minority language teaChing in ontario: two Cantonese Chinese teaCher perspeCtives
Tiffany Ng

Canadian census data (2006) reports that approximately one in nine families speaks a 
non-official language (a language that is neither English nor French) at home. This 
trend is prevalent in developed countries around the world where technology and 
transportation have both contributed to the magnitude of the immigration phenomenon. 
The diverse language learning needs of these multilingual families have resulted in 
different kinds of language programming in education. Since Canada’s education system 
is a provincial, rather than a federal, matter, each province has implemented its own 
language programming to meet the language needs of its citizens. While some provinces 
have integrated non-official language teaching into the mainstream curriculum, others 
have opted for the more common supplementary minority language program. Ontario’s 
International Language (IL) program is one of such supplementary programs where non-
official languages are taught outside of mainstream classrooms. This paper reports on 
data collected from classroom observations and semi-structured interviews with two 
teachers in Ontario’s Cantonese Chinese IL program. Through these teachers’ accounts, 
this case study examines how their language ideologies affect their teaching philosophies 
and uncovers some of the challenges they faced when teaching Cantonese Chinese—an 
unofficial, minority language—as a second language. Both teachers suggest confidence 
as a key factor in facilitating student usage of the target language. Some inherent issues 
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surrounding the current IL “curriculum” and its program structure will also be discussed.

Session 2
11:05 –12:25

New Directions in Arts-Inspired Education
Room 5-150

new anD improviseD: inCorporating DramatiC improvisation into the Classroom
Alexander Gibson

This paper argues for the incorporation of dramatic improvisation – commonly referred to 
as ‘improv’ - into elementary school classrooms. It explores the benefits and drawbacks 
of teaching improv, and gives suggestions for its effective implementation. Drawing from 
the works of experienced improvisers and interviews with key figures in Toronto drama 
circles, this paper applauds the accessibility of dramatic improv and its capacity to boost 
confidence while improving valuable skills such as creativity and communication. The 
playful and humorous nature of improv that likens it to sociodramatic play is highlighted, 
as is its easy integration with existing curriculum expectations. Negative aspects of improv 
are addressed, such as the way in which children are taken out of their comfort zones 
and left without anything tangible to show for it. Improv may also confuse children who 
are told to think before they act and always plan ahead. However, this paper ultimately 
concludes that improv is an effective teaching tool, and well worth incorporating into a 
variety of classrooms.

enlightening researCh through the use of Collages
Hewton Tavares

Many adults probably refuse to engage in collage exercises since cutting magazines and 
pasting several pictures together tend to be merely viewed as children’s activities. In 
order to demystify this and other assumptions about the application of collage not only 
in education but also in research, the presentation will first ground collage as a research 
method, and then will focus on the challenges and opportunities for the use of this 
method in research. By using this technique, the researcher can actually border different 
research traditions such as arts-based research, narrative inquiry, visual sociology and 
anthropology. Throughout the analysis of collages as outcomes of interviews carried with 
adult immigrants, this doctoral research actually aims to better position this tool as a 
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primary research method since there are very few studies specifically utilizing collages 
in this way. By first attaching the answers for the questions with the search of images or 
other materials, this creative exercise actually enriched the research project by helping 
participants to make free associations through the expression of their ideas during the 
interviews. However, the use of collages in interviews also caused participants to hesitate, 
particularly in the beginning of their interviews. In any case, most of the participants 
gradually felt more comfortable with the collages throughout the process, and, in the end, 
some even voluntarily expressed their satisfaction in doing research in such an innovative 
way.

learning to make things out of muD: impliCations of the Development of CeramiCs 
eDuCation in newfounDlanD anD new zealanD
Heather Read

On both the island of Newfoundland, Canada, and in New Zealand, there is no archaeological 
evidence of functional ceramics practice; instead, ceramics was seriously introduced as a 
craft in both places in the mid 1960s, by a series of potters inspired by and schooled in 
British traditions of art education. This paper explores what happened next: the parallel 
histories of the development of ceramics on the island of Newfoundland and the Otago/
Southland region of New Zealand. In Newfoundland, the focus of ceramics education 
that was provided was based around economics; students were taught the skills they 
needed to set up a pottery studio and run it as a business. In New Zealand, the focus of 
the ceramics education was instead about widespread engagement with the medium, 
and the development of skills for the sake of enjoyment. Higher education was developed 
for people who showed considerable interest in the medium, but the initial priority was 
exploration.

Fifty years later, the differences in the style and purpose of the ceramics education 
programmes resulted in unique craft landscapes in both places. In this paper, I will discuss 
the current strengths and challenges experienced by practitioners on these islands, 
highlighting how the focus on education for job-creation in Newfoundland resulted in a 
dearth of knowledgeable buyers of fine craft, and in contrast, how the focus on education 
for engagement in New Zealand created a massive market that was unable to sustain itself 
long term.

 These stories, told through interviews with potters on both islands, can serve as examples 
of the power of craft education to shape the future of craft practitioners, and the society 
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in which they will try to make a living. They reveal that it is not always enough to teach 
someone to fish to feed them for a lifetime: the way in which you teach people about 
fishing significantly impacts whether they will be able to sustain the practice.

phenomenologiCal emboDieD affeCts of a presCribeD CurriCulum on stuDents anD 
teaChers
Julie A.M. Smitka

Placement of the human body, within the arts, is an occurring theme for many artists and 
educators; however, few theorists and researchers have sought to study how a prescribed 
scholastic visual arts curriculum affects the teaching and learning body. Experience with 
the arts or art embedded in experiences is not a new concept in curriculum. Experience in 
arts education can be traced to the early research of Dewey (1958), Read (1943), Langer 
(1953), and Lowendeld and Britain (1970).

My paper presentation will be a discussion of proposed research for my Ph.D. I will discuss 
my past experiences as a secondary school visual arts teacher-researcher working within 
a prescribed visual arts curriculum and how it is that I came to discovering my research 
question. The presentation will include curriculum classroom-based assignments I created 
and how they phenomenologically affected the embodied knowings and learnings of my 
students as well as myself. The presentation will include images of student artwork and 
well as a discussion of the various frameworks that are directed on me as a teacher, how 
they affect my teaching and hence the knowledge construct, learning and understanding 
of students.

Approaches to Science Education
Room 5-160

aggregate representations to support sCientifiC inquiry anD DisCourse: a Case stuDy
Rebecca Mary Cober

This case study explores how aggregate representations of student-contributed content 
were used during whole-class discussions to scaffold scientific inquiry in a Grade 6 
science lesson. Using tablet computers, students contributed observations concerning 
the HelioRoom “Embedded Phenomena” simulation. In this 90-minute problem solving 
activity, students assume a heliocentric perspective and observe colored circles, 
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corresponding to planets in our Solar system, as they orbit their classroom, displayed 
on four monitors (Moher, 2006). Students work collectively to observe and record the 
occlusion relationships of the colored circles, with the goal of determining which colored 
circles correspond to which planets. For example, if student-observations show two 
planets occlude the red planet, they might deduce that it is Earth. Student-observations 
were aggregated and displayed in tally-based tables in real-time, one for each colored 
disc. 

Our research question concerns the efficacy of our aggregation designs for facilitating 
discourse: How do these aggregate representations advance students’ and teachers’ 
engagement in and understanding of scientific inquiry?  Classroom discourse was 
transcribed and each statement made by either the teacher or a student was coded 
using a grounded coding scheme (e.g., Creswell, 2008). The scheme produced five codes: 
summative, interpretive, directional, negotiation, and agreement. The presentation will 
identify four interaction patterns that emerged as revealed through the coded statements 
made during five whole-class discussions.

 Creswell, J. W. (2008). Research design: Qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods 
approaches. Sage Publications, Incorporated.

Moher, T. (2006). Embedded Phenomena: Supporting Science Learning with Classroom-
sized Distributed Simulations. Proceedings ACM Conference on Human Factors in 
Computing Systems (pp. 691-700). Montréal, QC.

exploring teaChers’ unDerstanDing of sCienCe anxiety anD strategies to support the 
sCienCe anxious stuDent 
Janny Li

A student may prefer to play basketball in gym class to a chemistry lesson but for some 
students science class is stressful and frightening. Science anxiety can be defined as a 
fear of, or negative feelings and aversion towards science concepts and science-related 
tasks. This is a prevalent issue in today’s education systems and research shows that 
science anxiety seriously impedes student learning. Despite this, little on science anxiety 
is addressed in schools or pre-service teacher education programs. Tapping into existing 
research on and teachers’ understanding of science anxiety, this paper investigates the 
potential causes and effects of science anxiety in students as well as effective strategies 
that teachers can apply in their classroom to help science-anxious students. A multi-case 
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study was conducted to examine several teachers’ experiences with science anxiety and 
how their practices support the science anxious student and promote positive learning 
environments. Evidence for this research was collected through qualitative semi-structured 
interviews. Data from these comprehensive interviews was analyzed for common themes.

reConCeptualizing the sCienCe CurriCulum to promote stuDent autonomy anD 
innovation
Reema Bhandari

The North American science curriculum is heavily based on facts and content knowledge, 
without an emphasis on advocating for social change and agency. This paper challenges 
the current science curriculum and attempts to highlight examples of how it can be 
reconceptualized and what this will look like in practice. The continuous decline in 
students wishing to pursue science education is concerning and it is theorized that this 
is a result of how science is presented and interpreted by students.  To reconceptualize 
science education, I examine the works of Apple, Settlage & Sabik, and Greene and apply 
their theories about hidden curriculum, integration of conflict within science education, 
and ethical implications of science within society. It is of great value to shift away from the 
intellectual perspective to a more historical, personal, and political paradigm of scientific 
education as proposed by the theorists in the paper. Science education of this regard will 
be beneficial in allowing students to perceive it as an evolving and dynamic discipline, 
thereby allowing them to contribute to society by adopting social agency.

Science, Technology, Society and the Environment (STSE) concepts are also outlined, and 
are used to describe a practical culminating activity which addresses the “socioscientific” 
issue of reducing one’s carbon footprint. The activity promotes discussion on different 
aspects of the carbon footprint and encourages students to act as social activists. By 
attempting to reconceptualize the science curriculum, I hope to motivate students to 
become autonomous learners and lead a life of inspiration and discovery.

exploring ontario graDe 10 stuDents’ DeCisions to seleCt or rejeCt sChool physiCs
Tasha Richardson

There is a global decline in science education, with physics enrolment facing the greatest 
decline. This study asks the following questions: (a) Why do students select or reject physics 
courses? (b) What role does physics identity play in student course selection? (c) What 
other factors, extrinsic or intrinsic, affect their choices to pursue physics? Questionnaire, 
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interview, focus group and student drawing data indicate that students select senior level 
physics when it is required for further studies in university, but they reject physics when it 
is not required based on their belief that physics is a difficult, math reliant subject that will 
impact their grade point average. Students also reject physics as they are not sure what 
would be included in physics education. Recommendations include to teach physics in a 
context that matches students’ interests, and to have teachers that have positive physics 
identities teach the intermediate level science courses.

Students’ Spaces and Struggles
Room 5-230

ontario, bill 13 – aCCepting sChools aCt: frienD or foe?
Hubert Philippe Brard

The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms has a colossal impact on the nature of 
Canada’s jurisprudence and political make-up in ways that alter the dichotomous plights 
of both the Social Conservatives (Right Wing) and the Humanists (Left Wing) groups in 
Canada. Bill 13 (The Accepting Schools Act) passed and Ontario public education delved 
deeper in the plight of social-inclusion and social justice for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans-
sexual and Queer (LGBTQ) youths and peoples. The rift between the Social Conservative 
and the Humanists grows wider as each party has their moral agenda to either support or 
defy Bill 13. This paper will explore the implications of Bill 13 - The Accepting Schools Act 
as it takes action in Ontario

Cyber-bullying in sChools: an examination of high sChool stuDents’ perCeptions
Shehzad Uddin

The issue of cyber-bullying is a current one, and is much more severe in its effects than 
offline bullying as the targets feel they have no escape. Due to increasing technologies, 
the cyber-bullying issue has also continued to grow.  As it is very difficult to identify cyber 
bullies, they are not afraid of being caught or facing consequences for their actions. Shariff 
(2009) argues that suspensions and zero-tolerance policies have failed to work, and it is 
important to reconceptualize current approaches to cyber-bullying prevention.  As cyber-
bullying is generally occurring during high school (Grades 9-12), my study will examine 
high school students’ perceptions and understandings about cyber-bullying through 
focus-group interviews. Students will also discuss their concerns about cyber-bullying and 
reflect on the effectiveness of current cyber-bullying strategies at their school and new 
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strategies that could be used for cyber-bullying prevention. 

inter-stuDent relationships anD sense of Community: impaCt on aCaDemiCs anD 
bullying
Joseph Alamshah

Think back to middle school. What comes to mind: classmates and friends? This is no 
coincidence. Peer relationships in middle school are incredibly important, influential 
and necessary for healthy psychosocial development. Moreover, they are constitutive 
to a classroom sense of community (SOC). Unfortunately, there is a gap of information 
about peer relationships in the literature, which seems to focus more on teacher-student 
relationships. This qualitative research study aims to fill this gap by investigating the 
palpability, usage and effects (on academics and bullying) of peer relationships. Though 
this study is still in progress, two 60-minute interviews have been conducted with 
participants experienced in cultivating community: a former youth and young adult church 
pastor, and a Tribes trainer. After transcription and a brief analysis of the collected data, 
this study has already uncovered some interesting findings. One of the more fascinating 
findings is that true community is seldom reached in the classroom. Students are looking 
for truth and a forced community is not something they want, nor something that is very 
effective. Moreover, there appears to be a positive correlation between peer relationships 
and academics, and a negative correlation between peer relationships and bullying/
victimization behaviours. This study continues and will uncover more fascinating findings.

narratives anD truthtales: the eConomiCs of the Drop-out nation
Nikhila Samuel

Within the education rhetoric the narrative of the at-risk youth is most prevalent. These 
narratives often focus on who and the why questions regarding these student’s academic 
performance and social interaction within the education system. While it is important 
to acknowledge these types of questions in addressing this segment of the population 
I would like to however, propose the how. By this I mean how these bodies come to be 
constructed as at-risk within the realm of the school. Also I would be questioning what is 
there to be gained from ensuring the success of these youth. Is it primarily driven by the 
need to help and ensure equity that all students graduate or is it something more? For 
the purposes of this paper I will be examining the construction of the at-risk body as a 
racialized, poor and violent body that is in need of management and regulation. However, 
the process of this regulation is connected and driven by economic benefit to be gained on 
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a societal level once these bodies can be assimilated. For the purposes of this paper I will 
be taking a Critical Race Theory and Post-Modernist approach in discussing this chapter. 
This chapter is connected to a larger piece that focuses on the commodification of the 
poverty I will be submitting in my larger MA thesis evaluation.

Teaching and Learning Contested Nationalisms
Room 5-260

a shameful nation transformeD
Laura McKinley

In June 2008 Stephen Harper read an apology in the House of Commons for the 
government’s role in the Indian Residential School system, naming the IRS’s explicit 
intent to “kill the Indian in the child”. In June 2009, Harper declared at a G20 summit 
that Canada had “no history of colonialism”. What does it mean for a nation to declare 
shame for its role in a colonial institution, and simultaneously declare that colonialism 
never occurred? The gap between these two statements speaks to the role apologies play 
in the construction of national subjects and the building of national narratives. That is, 
apologies provide an opportunity for the nation to declare shame for its racist past, and 
then transform that shame into pride, producing a new national identity of citizens who 
have transcended their racist pasts, are entitled to the land, and are not implicated in 
state violence committed against Indigenous peoples.  

My paper is based on a close reading of the text of Harper’s apology and an analysis 
of the pedagogy of innocence it advances. I draw on Sara Ahmed’s work on the non-
performativity of declarations of antiracism to trace the discursive and affective moves 
to innocence made in the speech. I show how the nation recovers from exposure to its 
violent colonial past by re-covering, or concealing, that same violence. Ultimately, my 
paper asks how can we, as educators, resist celebratory state pedagogies and instead 
teach responsibility and justice?

the saCrosanCtity of the nation state in teaCher eDuCation: a CurriCulum analysis
Susanne Waldorf

Within the Initial Teacher Education (ITE) program at the Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education at the University of Toronto (OISE/UT), there is a paucity of explicit literature (and 
discussions) surrounding settler colonialism and Indigenous sovereignty. Moreover, in the 
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context of Canada, teacher candidates are typically not given the opportunity to critique 
how the Canadian nation-state advances its colonial agenda on Turtle Island. Therefore, 
this paper explores the more implicit messages related to settler colonialism that can 
be found in the Teacher Education Seminar (TES), one of the three mandatory courses 
of the ITE program.  A document analysis and critical discourse analysis of TES curricular 
documents in 2011-2012 showed a heavy reliance on materials produced by the Ontario 
government and large focus on classism and racism, as well as other oppressions.  I argue 
that the use of such materials without a critical analysis of settler colonialism, results in 
the Canadian nation-state being upheld as the vehicle through which oppressions can and 
should be grieved and fixed. This paper stems from the work of critical Indigenous teacher 
educators and their explicit allies and posits that changes need to be made in teacher 
education to center Indigenous sovereignty, highlight historic and ongoing colonialism, 
and emphasize non-Indigenous people’s complicity and responsibility in colonialism. 

kurDish nationalism at an anti-Colonial CrossroaD: a DisCourse of relationships
Abdurrahman A. Wahab

This paper is an attempt to shed light on the educational power structure and pedagogy 
in Kurdistan education system through analyzing some aspects of the popular educational 
discourse in the region. I argue that, even though the political and cultural life in Kurdistan 
has stepped towards democracy, the current educational discourse is still a continuation 
of the discourse that was promoted by the previous Iraqi despotic regime. The current 
educational discourse obstructs the process of democracy and undermines any attempts 
of education reform that can reflect the true desire and endeavors of the region for a better 
life. I also argue in this paper that different attempts of education reform in Kurdistan have 
neglected the importance of changing the educational discourse and instead have focused 
on changing or reforming the system of education reflected in structures and regulations 
of work. This has resulted in reproducing and reestablishing the same issues for which 
the reform attempts have been initiated in the first place. Lack of understanding the 
relationship between the educational discourse and the system of education in Kurdistan 
has resulted in maintaining the despotic practices of the previous Iraqi regime. The reform 
initiatives in Kurdistan also have not seriously considered the dynamics by which discursive 
practices tend to preserve themselves by transferring into the unconscious psyche of the 
different stakeholders in education. Thus, any regime that calls itself democratic while still 
promotes despotic discursive practices will naturally design a system of education that 
mirrors that of a dictatorial regime.
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CanaDa: taking the leaD: a listening soliDarity
Anne Rovers

The purpose of this paper presentation is to share and illustrate my thinking about listening 
in terms of solidarity. I focus on specific sites where this ‘fight against capitalism and 
oppression’ and solidarity is produced in Canada. The first one is Canada’s Québéc student 
protest: A protest initially begun to halt student tuition hikes, and taken on the Occupy 
movement’s anti neo-liberal agenda.  I argue that the Occupy movement’s articulations 
of consensus embody a critical listening practice yet am concerned that Occupy’s reliance 
on dialogue ‘getting on stack[1]’ lack methodological rigour, where the generalities for 
action have the capacity to produce only incomplete and philosophical explanation of 
what solidarity can mean to move forward.  Thus I am interested in moving beyond the 
lip-service, delving further into the role of listening in consensus and wonder ‘how’ a 
listening solidarity can be put to use in community. I then discuss the current First Nation 
movement Idle No More in terms of how listening can be usefully understood as a practice 
for democratic citizenship. In an effort to bridge these political theories of listening with a 
listening practice, the third site I examine is the work of a not-for-profit charity for poverty: 
Second Chance Ministry. Second Chance Ministry, created in Windsor, Ontario, actively 
provides assistance to the poor on a daily basis. That is, this charity mobilizes listening as 
praxis. Through these sites, I examine how the role of listening vis-à-vis solidarity is made 
manifest, moving toward the articulation of a Canada’s role in a ‘listening movement’. 
Ultimately, I examine how listening needs to be further theorized in a critical light to go 
beyond ‘imagination of the other’ (Chouliaraki, 2011) to an embodied listening practice of 
‘being with’ in addressing poverty and social injustice. Drawing on Michael Welton, who 
posits that a political listening can be usefully understood as a pedagogical practice of 
democratic citizenship, this paper theorizes how “listening must be cultivated by persons 
and collectives if we are to hold civil society together with minimal, but crucial, solidarity 
and commitment to the commonwealth” (Welton, 2002).

Pedagogy and Play: Early Education
Room 5-280

a journey to unDerstanDing reggio-inspireD learning
Elizabeth DiMattia

The Reggio Emilia approach to education perceives children as valued participants within 
the classroom as they are often seen as teachers and leaders themselves, playing an 
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active role in constructing their own and their classmates’ learning. This view seems quite 
different from the North American standard of seeing children as delicate, fragile human 
beings in need of constant protection and guidance. Reggio Emilia is a city in Northern Italy, 
and for the past two decades, it has recieved attention regarding its social constructivist 
theory and practice of early childhood education. This study examines the connections 
between the Ontario Curriculum’s Full Day kindergarten program and Reggio Emilia’s 
approach to teaching and learning. Through interviews with three full day kindergarten 
Reggio-inspired educators, this research examines the key principles of the Reggio Emilia’s 
approach, including: the image of the child, the teacher as a researcher, pedagogical 
documentation, hundred languages of children, the environment as a third teacher, and 
parent participation. Findings include the sharing of practical classroom strategies and 
challenges will be shared along with helpful resources to help foster this inquiry-based 
approach to learning.

teaChing praCtiCes in the kinDergarten Classroom
Ella Karia

The Full-Day Early Learning - Kindergarten Program-Draft Version outlines the vision, 
purpose, goals and the importance of play-based learning approach (Ministry of Education, 
2010). According to the Minister of Education, Leona Dombrowsky, this is part of an overall 
plan to help more children get a strong start in school. What does this kindergarten model 
look like in the classroom? How have teachers adapted to the full day kindergarten model? 
This research looks at the perspectives of kindergarten teachers and examines teaching 
approaches and classroom activities with an holistic educational lens. Play nourishes every 
aspect of a child’s development - it forms the foundation for intellectual, social, physical, 
and emotional skills necessary for success in school and in life. What does play look like in 
the kindergarten classroom? Is it addressing the inquiry approach to learning? The study 
explores how teacher’s have adapted to the policy change and analyzes teaching practices, 
teacher’s perspectives and looks at recommendations for future improvements. Authentic 
“play-based” approaches include self-discovery, self-regulation and self-expression. 
Understanding Early Years Education Theorists such as Dewey, Piaget, Vygotsky shed light 
on a child’s cognitive development along with some background on Holistic Educators 
such as Krishnamurti, Emerson, Palmer and Miller deepen the understanding of the key 
elements of whole-child approach in the kindergarten years.    
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literature review: using storybooks in play-baseD eDuCation
Michelle Kam
Early childhood education has gained much attention as the first few years of life have 
much influence on subsequent developmental progression. A study by Harper, Platt and 
Pelletier (2011) conducted a family literacy program that yielded significant benefits. 
While family approaches are a key component for early childhood literacy development, 
it is recognized that parents and teachers should share in such interest and responsibility 
(Pelletier & Brent, 2002).

With the increasing prominence of full-day kindergarten, it is of interest to ensure that the 
extended school day provides learning opportunities that foster developmental progress. 
Aram and Aviram (2009) suggested that storybook reading holds potential; findings 
suggest that the frequency mothers read to their children is correlated with literacy 
development and language abilities. Furthermore, play-based education has become a 
prominent approach towards instructing young students.

This literature review examines literacy development through family approaches, the 
contributing role of educators, the potential in full-day kindergarten, and the important 
role of play in learning. While this literature review addresses a diverse range of topics, 
it is of interest to combine these aspects and propose future research implications. In 
effect, one proposes to combine the various factors into an investigation on effective use 
of storybooks in play-based education targeted towards kindergarten students.

sCaffolDing in family interaCtions anD Contextual risk: isolating the influenCes of 
inDiviDuals versus DyaDs
Dillon T. Brown, George Leckie, Jennifer M. Jenkins

Interpersonal scaffolding occurs when one family member “guides” another through an 
interaction, contributing to a synchronous and harmonious exchange (Feinberg et al, 
2011). Experiencing high levels is associated with positive cognitive and socioemotional 
development (Kramer, 2010). However, due to methodological challenges, it is uncertain 
if the tendency to scaffold is a characteristic of individuals or is an emergent property 
of relationships (i.e. dyad-specific). Additionally, it is unclear if these patterns differ as 
a function of contextual risk. To address these issues, the current study employed a 
methodological technique known as the social relations model (Kenny et al, 2006) based 
on data from 376 families in two major Canadian cities. Dyads (sibling-sibling, mother-
older child, and mother-younger child) were instructed to complete a developmentally 
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challenging Lego-building task that was intended to elicit teaching, guidance and instruction 
from the older family member. Interactions were videotaped and scaffolding was coded by 
trained research assistants and graduate students. Analyses revealed significant individual 
effects, suggesting that some people provide and receive more scaffolding, on average, 
than others. However, even after adjusting for these individual effects, every relationship 
has a unique element. Finally, the effects of contextual risk largely influenced the individual 
contributions of mothers, whereby scaffolding levels of mothers towards all siblings were 
significantly lower in settings of risk. Findings suggest that family interactions are driven 
by the characteristics of individuals and the emergent properties of dyads. Moreover, the 
ability for mothers to promote harmonious exchanges appears particularly vulnerable to 
the effects of contextual risk.

New Lessons in Language Learning
Room 4-422

reDisCovering why we beCame eDuCators in the first plaCe: De-Centering the DisCourse 
of “Data-Driven” poliCy anD “best praCtiCes” in esl professional Development through 
stuDent empowerment anD teaCher inquiry
Julia Hainer-Violand

This paper sheds light on No Child Left Behind (NCLB)’s impact on English as a Second 
Language (ESL) students and teachers and the gaps that continue to exist in teacher 
support and student achievement. Interweaving narrative and research, the author uses 
her personal experience as an ESL teacher in Washington, DC to question the policies 
of “data-driven instruction” and what constitutes a “highly qualified teacher” against 
a backdrop of research that argues for “evidence-based” rather than “evidence-free” 
(Cummins, 2011a) policy to support ESL students and teachers. This paper takes a pro-
active step to ask what works in current professional development for ESL teachers and 
suggests the movement away from “data-driven” professional development towards 
fostering culturally relevant pedagogy through teacher inquiry to revive and revitalize 
educational policy and to remember why we became teachers in the first place.

esl grammatiCal fluenCy anD faCial musCle memory
Amir Azizmohammadi

This single-case action research project focuses on the relationship between English 
grammar and facial muscles. Research shows that English language learners do not readily 
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use the grammatical knowledge that they passively possess. Although grammatical rules 
can be cognitively understood and learned in a matter of minutes, it might take years 
before English learners fluently use syntactically correct constructs in their speech. As one 
possible influential factor next to the cognitive faculties, in this study, the impact of facial 
muscle training on grammatical fluency was examined in a small group of adult Persian 
English language learners. First, the perfect forms of English modal verbs of speculation 
and possibility were taught to the students and they were assessed for full understanding. 
Next, the students were given a topic to discuss for one hour. The topic had been chosen 
carefully so that it would lend itself to the use of modal verbs. The number of the modal 
verbs used was recorded for each student. Afterwards, the students were offered verbal 
exercises to train their facial muscles. Another one-hour conversation followed these 
activities. There was a significant increase in the number of modal verbs used in the 
second conversation. The presentation will illustrate a lesson plan based on the findings 
of this research project in order to advocate a sound-and-body oriented communicative 
method that can breed more accuracy than most of commonly employed communicative 
strategies. 

evolving with english language learners: using Digital teChnology to inspire english 
language learning
Sara Chan

As the world is hurdling faster and faster through human evolution, it is important to pause 
and consider how digital technologies can be used to improve the education profession. 
With the growing number of English language learners (ELLs) entering Ontario schools, it is 
imperative to explore possible ways to connect with this growing population of students. 
Many educators have attempted to utilize digital technologies in their classrooms to 
support these learners with a variety of online applications, social media, and a plethora 
of electronic devices. With all this change in schools, it begs the question, what are the 
experiences of teachers who have used technology to support English language learners?

This research project explores the exemplary practices of English language teachers 
located in Canada and China. This project investigates pedagogy used to support ELLs 
and provides practical teaching methods and resources that educators can learn from. 
To achieve this, exceptional second language teachers were chosen and interviewed 
using a semi-structured format. This presentation will give an overview of the literature 
review conducted in the area of technology and second-language instruction, followed 
by a description of the main themes that emerged from the interviews conducted with 
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teachers. In presenting this research, the investigator hopes that educators will continue 
to empower their students to think critically about the world outside the classroom walls 
and take advantage of the digital resources that are available for them as educators.

the role of a language moDel as a meDiator in ChilDren’s learning voCabulary of 
spanish as a seConD language
Yecid Ortega

This presentation will describe ongoing observations of a Spanish for kids and parents 
program in Toronto. The main purpose of this pre-study has been to explore the 
extent how language role models’ help and support children’s  lexical development 
in learning Spanish as a second language. This preliminary observation is a case study 
of one group of  two Anglophone families who want their children to learn a second 
language(Spanish).One member of each family is selected  as a language mediator or 
language role model because he or she is the one who speaks the second language and 
is eager to support and reinforce the vocabulary outside the learning environment.

Observation schemes and informal interviews have been done in order to collect the 
data. Each session was structured in 3 different lexical categories: Words, concepts 
(Opposites) and actions (Verbs). These categories were presented by use of games, 
interactive activities and songs. Preliminary conclusions showed that children showed 
a significant progress in vocabulary learning due to the reinforcement of these three 
categories at home. One of  the main implications for this research and further studies 
is to support parents by giving them specific strategies to reinforce the second language 
vocabulary at home.

12:30-13:30
Lunch
Room 5-210
Lunch Fair: Students’ Initiatives and Experiences
Room 5-280
Meet the presenters in an informal event during lunch time.
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Workshop:
A Discussion on Qualitative Research:  Interviews and Nvivo
Led by Cathy Miyata
Room 5-260

Session 3
13:35 -14:55

Competing Factors in Mathematics Education
Room 5-150

aCtivity system analysis of multiple faCtors Contributing to graDe 9 stuDents’ 
outComes on eDuCation quality anD aCCountability offiCe’s (eqao) mathematiCs 
assessment test in ontario 
Alexander Antropov

This survey study used Engestrom’s  (1987) activity system analysis of multiple factors 
contributing to Grade 9 students’ (N=45887) outcomes on 2006 EQAO mathematics 
assessment test in Ontario.  It was found that, the students’ feelings of ‘being good at 
mathematics’ and ‘understanding the most of the mathematics being taught’ were the 
two major predictors of their outcomes on this test. In addition, the study revealed the 
profiles of the most successful performers on high-stakes mathematics tests. It was found 
that students, who always completed mathematics homework, spent sufficient time on 
doing it, never late to and never absent from math class, outperformed all others on the 
2006 EQAO Grade 9 Mathematics Assessment Test. Having a computer and a scientific 
calculator at home were associated with better performance on this test as well.

the self-effiCaCy ConsequenCes for low-aChieving, at-risk mathematiCs learners
Stephanie McKean

Students’ self-efficacy (SE) appears to play a vital role in learning. As levels of self-efficacy – 
one’s belief in their ability to achieve a goal – increase, learners are more confident in their 
abilities, and are encouraged to take on more challenges, be more resilient to failures and 
to be intrinsically motivated (Bandura, 1994). According to Marsh (1993), when domain-
specific self-concept is compared with achievement in the same domain (e.g., math 
self-concept with math achievement), the relationship is positive and strong. Along with 
engagement, self-efficacy, appears to greatly improve students’ achievement levels and 
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they have a high belief in their own capabilities. Unfortunately, teaching strategies geared 
towards engaging students and improving students’ SE is merely beginning to make their 
way into schools now. However, these pedagogical changes supporting reform education 
that are beginning to make their way throughout schools now (albeit, slowly) do not 
appear to be taking place for students considered at-risk. The purpose of this research is 
to investigate if students in lower-achieving streams can be positively affected by student-
centred teaching approaches, which according to the literature is rarely applied properly 
in this stream, in order to battle some of the negative consequences mentioned above. 
It is intended that by administering student-centred activities and self-efficacy surveys to 
students familiar with feelings of at-risk in a large urban college, potential remedies will be 
possible. The ultimate goal of this work is to gain more successful and confident students 
in the lower streams which will not only improve their personal lives, but will tap into their 
often wasted potential.

Chinese-CanaDian eDuCators’ view of mathematiCs teaChing anD learning in CanaDa
Jingshun Zhang , Zhaoyun Wang

Mathematics education is very important to students whether they will go to universities 
or start working. High rate Asian-Canadian students enroll in famous universities in 
Canada, which cause discussion whether or not “too Asian”.  Yet, students in East Asian 
countries (including those from Singapore, Hong Kong SAR, Taiwan, Japan, Korea, and 
China) outperformed North American students in International studies. Scholars in the 
United State have done large range of search to investigate why East Asian students are 
high performers in mathematics and science studies. However, little study investigates 
educators who educated and worked in both Asian and North America. The present study 
explores differences in K-12 mathematics education between China and North America. 
It also examines Chinese-Canadian educators’ perspective of Asian students’ attitude and 
learning in mathematics learning.

The research method will undertake a qualitative research. We will interview some 
Canadian mathematics and science educators in K-12 education who have had relevant 
research or teach experience in China. Our questions focus on the differences in teacher’s 
qualifications, learning gaps, teaching methods, classroom assessment, and large-scale 
assessment. We also encourage these specialists to discuss how to get advantages from 
China to improve the mathematics education in North America.
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The results will benefit Canadian educators, students and policy makers to understand 
why some ethnic groups are super in study and learning in schools. It also benefits the 
other ethnic groups to learn effectively in schooling.

an investigation of miDDle sChool mathematiCs teaChers’ neeD for teaChing
Zhaoyun Wang

Students in some countries outperformed Canadian students in international mathematics 
and science studies. For example, since 1995 the Trends in International Mathematics and 
Science Study (TIMSS) has conducted five times, Canadian students have showed little 
improvement in mathematics achievement. The US students’ performance is similar to 
the counterparts of Canada. Hence, many educators in the North America have found 
the deficiencies in mathematics teachers’ education. Teachers’ quality has strong impact 
on students’ achievement. However, scholars have not found effective ways to improve 
mathematics teachers’ knowledge.

Improving preservice and inservice teachers’ programs has proven to be difficult in many 
countries. Currently, mathematics education and teachers’ programs are being revamped 
so that they will be more responsive to our better understanding of how mathematics 
should be taught. In addition, mathematics educators have been seeking alternative ways 
to improve teaching effectiveness. In order to improve classroom teaching, we should 
learn more about the knowledge that teachers need in their teaching. This study is to 
investigate how to best identify the needs of middle school teachers in the teaching and 
learning of mathematics.

A survey can be used for data collection. The survey will investigate teachers’ requirements 
in mathematics content knowledge, pedagogical content knowledge and knowledge of 
students. The face-to-face interview may be used to further investigate how teachers 
came to know their content and pedagogical knowledge as well as how they handle 
student misconceptions about mathematics.

The findings will provide great detail about the forms of knowledge that are needed for 
successful teaching at the middle school level. This information will help mathematics 
educators upgrade teachers’ programs. It also helps us design alternative approaches to 
improve teaching.
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Culturally Responsive Practice
Room 5-160

from Competition to interseCtionality in the pursuit of Culturally responsive 
praCtiCe
Hubert Philippe Brard
Krista Tucker Petrick
Mary Samuel
Harpreet Neelam
Gillian K.

Being culturally responsive, which emerged in the 1990s, is now a focus of practice in Ontario 
schools. Spurred on by the passing of Ontario’s equity and inclusive education strategy 
in 2009, many educators started to examine the inclusion of various identities within 
schools. This proposed panel discussion explores the theme of cultural responsiveness 
using a variety of lenses within an Ontario school system.

 This collective panel provides insight into perceptions of school leaders around cultural 
responsiveness. The  researchers investigate four unique identities, including: students 
and families from   the Sikh faith, Queer youth in secondary schools, First Nations, Métis, 
and Inuit students and families and, students with special education needs. Qualitative 
analysis of open-ended interviews, auto-ethnographic narratives and, grounded theory 
focus group methodologies were used respectively. 

Some of the themes that emerged include: school leaders are demonstrating the desire to 
be culturally responsive, but do not know how; there is an inherent conflict when  trying 
to meet the needs of one group that results in marginalizing another group;  the invisibility 
and lack of recognition of a group perpetuates the need to not be culturally responsive;  
in trying to meet the needs of diverse  groups without the fundamental understanding of 
inclusion, school leaders unintentionally set the stage for competition.

What are the challenges: what does culturally responsive practice mean? How does  the 
concept of cultural responsiveness translate into action? Collectively, research findings 
point out some of the challenges of being culturally responsive. The discussant, and the 
researchers will explore the intersectionality of being culturally responsive in an Ontario 
school system.
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Power and Policy: An International Perspective
Room 5-230

a CritiCal DemoCratiC perspeCtive on bullying poliCies in new york state, u.s.a. anD 
ontario, CanaDa
Gordon Moningka Djong

In this paper, I compare the bullying policies of public education in New York State, U.S.A 
and Ontario, Canada from critical democratic perspective. I chose three components of 
critical democratic perspective:  diversity, tolerance, and community to review related 
policy documents in both territories. In general, bullying policies in New York State and 
Ontario show commitments to promote diversity, tolerance, and community in public 
education.

In promoting diversity and tolerance, New York State passed the Dignity Act, which builds 
an awareness of relating with people from diverse races, weights, national origins, ethnic 
groups, religions, religious practices, mental or physical abilities, sexual orientations, 
gender identity or expression, and sexes. Ontario considers sexist, racist, and homophobic 
comments as serious offences, which could result in a twenty-one-day expulsion. Ontario 
also allows students to establish gay-straight clubs to promote tolerance among students 
with different sexual orientations in public schools. These policies should encourage 
students, teachers, and school staffs to value diversity and tolerance towards each other.

In valuing community, NYSED requires school districts to review their code of conducts 
annually. A district can establish a review team that includes students, teachers, 
administrators, parent organizations, school safety team, school staff, concerned 
community members, a technology expert, and law enforcement officials. Ontario’s PPM 
No.144 requires each school to have a safe school team, which includes a student, a 
parent, a teacher, a non-teaching staff, a community partner, and the principal. These 
requirements show that both territories consider the community who are impacted by 
the policies seriously.



2013 Dean’s Graduate Student Research Conference44

Dismantling Despotism: a CritiCal analysis of the eDuCational power struCture anD 
peDagogy in kurDistan eDuCation system
Abdurrahman A. Wahab

This paper is an attempt to shed light on the educational power structure and pedagogy 
in Kurdistan education system through analyzing some aspects of the popular educational 
discourse in the region. I argue that, even though the political and cultural life in Kurdistan 
has stepped towards democracy, the current educational discourse is still a continuation 
of the discourse that was promoted by the previous Iraqi despotic regime. The current 
educational discourse obstructs the process of democracy and undermines any attempts 
of education reform that can reflect the true desire and endeavors of the region for a better 
life. I also argue in this paper that different attempts of education reform in Kurdistan have 
neglected the importance of changing the educational discourse and instead have focused 
on changing or reforming the system of education reflected in structures and regulations 
of work. This has resulted in reproducing and reestablishing the same issues for which 
the reform attempts have been initiated in the first place. Lack of understanding the 
relationship between the educational discourse and the system of education in Kurdistan 
has resulted in maintaining the despotic practices of the previous Iraqi regime. The reform 
initiatives in Kurdistan also have not seriously considered the dynamics by which discursive 
practices tend to preserve themselves by transferring into the unconscious psyche of the 
different stakeholders in education. Thus, any regime that calls itself democratic while still 
promotes despotic discursive practices will naturally design a system of education that 
mirrors that of a dictatorial regime.

publiCly-reporteD inDiCators of sChool system suCCess: a Comparative stuDy of three 
CanaDian provinCes
David Cameron Hauseman

This comparative study paper seeks to investigate the nature of publicly reported measures 
of school success currently reported in Ontario with two other Canadian jurisdictions 
with similar school systems and student populations (Alberta and British Columbia). As 
education in Ontario, Alberta and British Columbia is, for the most part, a government 
enterprise, much of the debate concerning the success of the school system is carried 
out in the court of public opinion. Following a short discussion of both the history and 
governance of education in each of these jurisdictions, current demographic trends that 
may influence public information needs will be discussed in detail. The measures currently 
reported publicly by the Ontario government (graduation rates, and literacy and numeracy 
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scores) will be compared with those employed by the other jurisdictions studied, as well 
as data historically reported in past Ministry of Education annual reports to determine 
which offers their populace a complete picture of the state of the school system. Data will 
be gathered through document analysis and a review of the publicly reported measures as 
displayed on the ministry/department of education website for each jurisdiction studied. 
Both the utility of standardized testing as a policy tool and the contentious nature of these 
measures will be discussed in detail, including the problematic social justice and data 
manipulation issues clouding their use in Ontario and other jurisdictions in Canada and 
abroad.

arts eDuCation: in searCh of a poliCy? examining a fragmenteD anD politiCizeD 
lanDsCape
Andrew Curtis Tye

Arts Education has a profound impact on students, staff, school community, and School 
Boards as a vehicle of personal creative expression as well as the showcasing of artistic 
talent in students.  This paper is an exploration and analysis of arts education policy in 
Ontario; the compartmentalized policy documents and support materials associated with 
the arts in schools. 

By outlining the context for arts education policy in school boards, and by describing where 
this plan of discourse and action is positioned from national, provincial, school board and 
school perspectives, some important foundational issues will emerge, especially as they 
interact within the micropolitical and policy development realms of school administration.  
Relationships will be identified and connections established between current arts policy, 
frameworks, Board and school initiatives, and research to suggest new linkages and offer 
a broader landscape through which to view arts education policy.

Philosophical Roots for Psychological, Linguistic, and Social Phenomena
Room 5-260

exClusive inClusion: exposing the DefiCit of inClusivity while evaluating hospitality 
eDuCation
Francois Mifsud

The concept of inclusion has become the central notion that links education with the inter 
and multi discourse. In this presentation my first objective is to problematize the notion 
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of inclusivity by associating inclusivity with exclusivity. Though inclusivity and exclusivity 
appear as opposing notions, I will be claiming that both notions subsist on the self (which 
can also be interpret as us) as the sole agent and arbiter for the other.  Within an inclusive 
ideal it is the self the agent that determines the other’s expression of his/her diversity. 
Thus this exclusive agency of the self within inclusivity obstructs the encounter between 
diversities and limits the possibility of dialogue.

My second objective is to propose hospitality as the effective dialogical space for an inter 
relationality.  The conception of hospitality that I will be using is based on Emmanuel 
Levinas and Jacques Derrida philosophical reflections. Both Derrida and Levinas reflect 
upon biblical, classical and traditional representations of hospitality. They firmly state 
that hospitality offers an authentic experience of inter; which experience will lead to 
radical ethical and political actions for the other.  My conclusive argument is to show that 
hospitality’s potential of engaging the self and the other into a dialogical relationality is 
based on recognition of agency in the other. The instance in hospitality the other expresses 
her/his agency, the self’s agency becomes open for the newness of the other. Hospitality 
in this context is defined as a dialogical space where the self’s and the other’s agencies 
alternate.

the irreDuCibility of thinking to language
Emerald Lee

In this paper I argue that language does not and cannot comprehensively encapsulate 
thought and the thinking process. I first note that the limits to empirical and experimental 
attempts of operationalizing thinking in psychological research and raise the importance 
of a more interpretive and hermeneutic account of conceptualizing thinking in research, 
in theorizing, and in praxis. Even as adults, I will argue, there are experiences that 
are indescribable by language, at least not exhaustively, such that language is not a 
comprehensive tool for expression. I want to lay the foundation of conceptualizing 
language as an expressive tool for communication, and show its arbitrariness through 
the work of Ferdinand de Saussure. Then, I want to outline a psychoanalytic account of 
language and thought in infancy to show that objects can be symbolized prior to language 
and the positive relation between the symbolization of objects and thought.

Psychology, as a science, asks for thinking and its related cognitive processes to be 
operationalized into measurable and observable terms. However, by showing the 
nature of language as arbitrary and the possibility of pre-linguistic cognition, I hope to 
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demonstrate that there is an aspect of thinking that is irreducible to language – one way 
of operationalizing thinking. The fact that thinking cannot be reduced to language implies 
that the teaching of thinking is not comprehensively possible, given that language is used 
as the most dominant mode of lesson delivery and communication between teachers and 
students. Here, pedagogical questions and implications are raised - If language cannot 
exhaustively capture the thinking process, how then are we to teach thinking and how do 
we learn to think?

philosophy as a way of life eDuCation
Elnaz Sheikhrezai

Pierre Hadot, a philosopher and historian of philosophy, is best known for his concept 
of philosophy as a bios or way of life (manière de vivre). Hadots’ writings imply that 
today’s conception of history of philosophy neglects the account of centrality, decline and 
possible reemergence of spiritual role of philosophy in our everyday lives. He goes further 
and makes the point that in addition to the history of philosophies and philosophical 
discourses, which seems to be the central topic in academicals world today, there is 
always room for study of the philosophical modes of life. He argues that up to a certain 
point of western history philosophy used to be accompanied by ascetic practices, a set of 
spiritual exercises whose goal was nothing less than an art of living. Hadot (1995, 2004) 
argues that, this practical aspect of philosophy as a set of spiritual exercises had been the 
real definition of philosophy in major classical schools of philosophy; these practices were 
called exercises because they were practical and required effort and training; they dealt 
with universal challenges of life as a human being such as death, love, and psychological 
sufferin.

 Hadot’s conception of philosophy as a way of life, in the field of education, is generally used 
to criticize the current pedagogical methods of teaching philosophy. This stance towards 
philosophy (philosophy as a way of life) proposes that the purpose of doing philosophy is 
not merely to transfer knowledge, but to transform the individual. In the following paper, I 
initially provide a brief overview of Hadot’s trajectory of philosophical activity .The reason 
for providing this summary is that I think investigating the activities and methods of 
Hadot’s work, which led to the conception of philosophy as a way of life, sheds light in to 
the richness and complexity of His work and prevents any simplistic generalization of his 
message. At the same time knowing Hadot’s methodology helps us in drawing a clearer 
picture of the theoretical relations of his work to the literature influenced by Hadot’s 
philosophy. After this brief summary, I investigate the relevant literature in the field of 
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education. Further, I examine the possible influences of Hadot’s conception of philosophy 
as a way of life in teaching philosophy.

(De)alienation anD soCial movements: an exploration of marx’s theory of alienation 
as a methoDf for unDerstanDing soCial movement aCtivity anD faCilitating positive 
soCial Change
Joseph E. Sawan

At the heart of many social movements is a vision of an alternative future, designed and 
maintained by the ideological and philosophical foundations of the respective movement 
participants and leaders. Often we view differing movements as opposed or contradictory 
to one another, and though social movement activity may appear fragmented, I argue that 
there is an important thread that connects the various participants to one another: an 
interest in reconnecting to their basic human needs and gaining control over the production 
of those needs. Can an exploration in a common theme across major social movements 
provide alternative strategies, demands and goals that are rooted in productive activity 
and positive social change? By understanding the learning dimension of social movements, 
we may be able to develop a better understanding of how movement participants are 
engaged in activities that may lead towards learning one’s alienation and taking steps 
towards learning one’s de-alienation.

This paper begins with a review of Marx’s theory of alienation and key literatures on 
sociocultural learning, followed by a brief discussion of findings from a case study among 
anti-poverty activists in the Toronto-area. Finally, I review challenges and opportunities 
for such an approach to understanding social movements.

Spaces and Places of Anti-colonial Education
Room 5-280

Carving spaCe - agenCy or CompliCity
Charmaine Headley

As a person of African descent, who resides in Canada, and whose scholarship is based 
on claiming space within Canadian dance history, I am confronted by an urgent set of 
questions, namely, how do I find my voice without contributing to the ongoing colonization 
of aboriginal peoples? Does my claim of Canadian citizenship make me complicit in this 
act? These are the main questions I will address in my proposal: “Carving Space - Agency or 
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Complicity” for the Dean’s Graduate Student Research Conference 2013. This qualitative 
study is a result of reading Bonita Lawrence and Enakshi Dua’s “Decolonizing Antiracism.” 
Immigrants to any country bring with them their cultural practices. A different gaze or lens 
by which life is viewed and experienced is used as a result of socio-political and cultural 
experiences within the diaspora, such as enslavement and colonialism (involuntarily), as 
well as through migration. (voluntarily) These journeys, and the changes they engender, 
represent the formation of identity within the space/place of my existence. My PhD 
studies in the department of Curriculum Teaching and Learning examine the contributions 
of Africanist/Black dance to Canadian dance history, with the intention of having this 
scholarship be a resource for Canadian dance history. Before I take this lead in education I 
saw it necessary to address this charge of complicity. I will use my lived experience as well 
as Rinaldo Walcott’s “ ‘Who is She and What is She to You?’ Mary Ann Shadd Cary and the 
(Im)possibility of Black/Canadian Studies,” to create an autoethnographic narrative, to 
demonstrate the body as a map/territory of knowledge and memories, to claim agency in 
the developing/shifting realities within the diaspora and address the charge of complicity 
to the colonization of Aboriginal people.

not the last resort: Colonialism anD emplaCement in british Columbia
Su Darlene Donovaro

The British Columbia government passed a bill last year to zone a piece of Crown land as a 
“mountain resort municipality,” knowing that a proponent has plans to build a year-round 
ski resort there. This is a precedent-setting piece of legislation, allowing for a municipality 
to be created in an area that does not yet have residents. The move is further complicated 
by the fact that the land itself is unceded First Nations territory, claimed by at least three 
local First Nations —one of which has been declared extinct by the Canadian government. 
This raises interesting questions about concepts of citizenship and place. This paper uses 
a spatial analysis to examine the conditions that allow for the creation of a municipality 
without citizens. It demonstrates how capitalism and the state collude to dehumanize First 
Nations people and dispossess them of their land; in effect stripping them of citizenship 
while creating a new, neoliberal category of citizenship that makes space for settlers who 
don’t yet live on the land. This paper takes the view that education needs to be explicitly 
anti-colonialist or else it only serves to further entrench a national mythology in which 
Indigenous people are constructed as pre-modern and close to the land, while citizenship 
is synonymous with whitness. 
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Globalizing Education  
Room 4-422

basiC eDuCation anD sustainable Development in the era of globalization: Does 
nigeria mortgage her future in aCCepting international assistanCe for her primary 
eDuCation projeCts?
Michael Onyedikachukwu Nwalutu

It has been speculated that pressures on developing economies to adopt foreign 
educational policies and contents, as well as manipulation of their educational system are 
strings attached to foreign educational aids Nigeria, and indeed other African countries 
receive which thwart every progressive gesture these countries make towards actualizing 
their educational and socio-economic development goals. This study uses Indigenous 
world views, anti-colonial theory and anti-development framework in textual analysis to 
trouble Nigeria’s continued reliance on fiscal assistance from international organizations 
for funding its primary education, as a measure to achieving sustainable development. 
Among the questions raised in the analysis are: should Nigeria continue pursuing the 
nation’s hope of sustainable socio-economic development on imposed educational 
system? How might the nation’s dependence on loans, subventions and grants from 
international organizations for funding its primary education influence the input and 
output of its basic education? The article concludes by arguing that there is urgent need for 
a shift towards locally planned and executed educational programs that has its foundation 
on the people’s socio-cultural, environmental and experiential realities. It insists that 
educational finances from foreign donors are not completely divorced from the donors’ 
pursuits of their national interests and efforts to reinforce their cultural domination on 
the recipients.

a neeD for interCultural strategies in eDuCation for Current global ConDitions
Kelly-Ann Miller

The process of globalization has made significant impact in the social and economic areas 
of our society; our schools of education are not exempt from the globalization process. 
Students today require a broad range of skills and knowledge’s which includes being 
culturally competent, the ability to embrace a variety of knowledge’s and the ability to 
collaborate with persons from cultures differing from their own. Schools of education play 
a key role in the preparation of students for their future. Thus, schools of education must 
reflect this reality in their pedagogy. Yet, if schools are to adequately prepare students for 
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their future in these global conditions, it requires educators and leaders at all levels to 
have new conversations, new initiatives and overall transformation of school systems. This 
paper aims to highlight the significance of using integrative and intercultural approaches 
in education. This paper examines the findings of two schools in culturally diverse region 
that have implemented intercultural methods in their curriculum. Research suggests that 
intercultural strategies can be successful when they are not mainly focused on cultural 
differences but on the overall development and growth of the students.

international stuDents as luCrative markets or vulnerable populations?
Grace Karram Stephenson

The Anglophone nations that host hundreds of thousands of foreign university students 
each year (Australia, Britain, Canada, United States) are fiercely competitive in recruiting 
students and remaining top destinations. This competition is defined by two distinct and 
contradictory discourses - student-support and nation-state economic - that can be heard 
in scholarly research, news media and policy reports. This paper explores the written 
literature on foreign student recruitment to answer the following question: What is the 
relationship between national and institutional-level discourses on foreign students in the 
major Anglophone destination countries?

The research approaches this question using Fairclough’s (1993) framework of critical 
discourse analysis to define the notions of discourse and orders of discursive. This framework 
suggests that when two separate and contradictory discourses exist their relationship 
should be examined to illuminate where power lies and how one might dominate the 
other. In foreign student research this means understanding how universities support 
the same students that governments are exploiting. Fairclough’s work also provides a 
methodological framework of investigation with which to examine the above relationship; 
scholarly articles and news reports are coded for themes that reveal how foreign students 
are described in each discourse. The findings suggest that foreign students are objectified 
in the market-driven discourse of economic development but that current world events 
have the potential to spark conversations between the polarized discursive events.

immigrants eDuCational CreDentialing: the psyCologiCal Cost of the p.eng. liCense
Oksana Ostapchenko

The project examines  social, political and economic structures in the credentialing 
process of Foreign Trained Engineers that shape and influence the personal experiences 
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of newcomers from the former Soviet Union and Russia, who seek educational 
and professional credentialing in Ontario. The study provides deeper and further 
understanding of how individuals experience the process of credentialing as emotions, 
feelings and identity formation. It opens up questions about the professional regulatory 
body and community organizations ability to provide psychological support to the P.Eng. 
license immigrant applicants. The study also makes specific recommendations on how the 
credentialing process can be improved while democratizing the regulatory body.

Session 4
Students’ Initiatives and Experiences
15:05-16:25

Professional Development 
Room 5-150

best praCtiCe for literaCy CoaChes, guiDelines for proviDing effeCtive professional 
Development - a tool for literaCy CoaChes
Claire Holland

The initiative was developed as a summary paper for my Reflective Professional 
Development class that I took with Clive Beck. It is a detailed outline, with examples of 
how those whose role it is to provide professional development for teachers (Instructional 
Leaders, coaches, mentors) might go about their work to yield the most change in teacher 
practice. It’s a blend of research and 3 years of my own experience as a Literacy Coach 
within the TDSB where I supported teachers in 20 schools to better their practice in Literacy. 
I worked closely with members of the Ministry of Education the TDSB, my superintendent 
and the principals of the schools and bring this to bear on my recommendations.

In terms of my goals for the presentation, I’d take the appendices from my paper and 
present attendees with the practical examples and frameworks that I developed, speaking 
to the rationale behind their development and my goals for their implementation.

Why the initiative is important and how it might contribute to the OISE community and 
to education in general: I believe that it is important as it’s a practical tool/framework 
that can be used to help structure learning opportunities. I believe that the coaching 
role, where I worked in classrooms with at least 5 different teachers a day and provided 
PD for groups both large and small has provided me with insights that are unique and 
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that straddle the experiences of regular classroom teachers and professors. I believe, 
as students enrolled in a Masters of Education program, more time needs to be spent 
discussing the application of theoretical frameworks and to spend time doing fieldwork 
related to what we are studying as part of our coursework.

experienCe for ConferenCe: training high sChool philosophy teaChers
Sarah Cashmore

I am involved in an endeavour that brings the subject of Philosophy to Ontario high schools, 
and I’d like to share this unique academic experience at the Dean’s conference. As you 
may know, OISE has recently become the first university in North America to offer teacher 
training in high school Philosophy in their Initial Teacher Education program. The course is 
called “Curriculum and Instruction: Philosophy,” and graduates about 30 new high school 
Philosophy teachers each year. In addition to my own doctoral work, I have been involved 
in all aspects of this course for two years as a Teacher Education Program Assistant (TEPA), 
with duties including syllabus design, teaching, rubric design and marking, and practicum 
observation. Since no other program like this exists in North America, I was involved in 
conceptualizing and developing this course from the ground up.

What makes this experience unique is that I was tasked to take a subject that has 
traditionally been offered only in universities and reformulate it for a younger audience 
with vastly different learning needs. Most notably, anticipating language barriers and 
various developmental needs made an upheaval of traditional teaching and learning 
strategies necessary. For a long time, Philosophy has been a subject reserved for higher 
education, for a select number of students chosen largely due to their proficiency in 
reading and writing. Finally, by opening Philosophy to public schools, students who may 
never go on to university have a chance to learn how to engage in critical thought. This 
shift in audience has resulted in teaching strategies and course content that would seem 
alien in “traditional” Philosophy environments, yet are effective in teaching Philosophy. For 
example, teaching strategies that are tailored to today’s multicultural, diversely talented 
teenagers need to emphasize reading and writing less, and rely more on sharing personal 
experiences and include multimodal, hands-on forms of learning. While pursuing a degree 
in Philosophy of Education, I have had to quickly learn how to put my own values into 
practice by not only sorting out what an equitable Philosophy classroom looks like, but 
training teachers to promote this kind of a classroom at the same time. This experience 
has led to interesting questions about what has changed and what has stayed the same 
about how I conceive both philosophy and education.
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The reason I’m suggesting this as a topic in your initiatives section is because I think 
students at OISE would be interested to hear how Philosophy, as a subject, has finally “gone 
public” and what a more accessible form of it can look like. The inclusion of Philosophy 
in public schools displays a ground-breaking change in how philosophy is perceived and 
taught. Our new teachers are “taking the lead” in providing training in critical thinking 
that is both formal and publicly accessible. I think this initiative has the potential to do 
a lot to foster critically engaged citizens, which is so essential to democracy, and I look 
forward to continuing to promote these classes after I graduate. It has been an exciting 
challenge to generate lesson plans and activities that effectively teach Philosophy while 
meeting a range of learning needs. I want to share these experiences, not only to inform 
others, but also to gain insightful feedback and ideas on how I could improve these 
classes further. Our graduate students at OISE are dedicated to both critical thinking and 
equitable classrooms, and I would be eager to hear fresh ideas from others on how we 
might combine these two. 

minDfulness, Contemplative arts anD refleCtive narratives in holistiC teaChing anD 
learning
Yishin Khoo, Chyleen Shih

Based on the premise of holistic education, our initiative is to nurture mindfulness, 
reflection and contemplation among educators through arts-based activities and to 
support educators in developing their own contemplative art programs and contemplative 
pedagogy. The focus is to allow interested scholars and practitioners to co-inquire into 
methods of teaching and learning that emphasize values over content, as well as depth 
over coverage using artful practices of mindfulness and reflective contemplation. The 
initiative also aims to create a space where participants can cultivate compassion and 
inner well-being while explore theories that transform classroom practices. It is scheduled 
to run every Saturday afternoon at OISE.

The stress of compartmentalization and standardization since the Industrial Revolution 
has caused fragmentation and devastation of the interrelationship and dynamics in the 
Nature of the human world (Miller, 2007). Maxine Greene (1978) thus states that one 
crucial requisite for our contemporary education includes becoming friends with one 
another’s minds, even when the other is a stranger. The topic and issues related to the 
relationship between self and others in this postmodern society deserve intensive attention 
in our education service. The aim of educating for the interconnection between self and 
others is to bridge the gap caused by fragmentation and to better relationships between 
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individuals, society and environment across cultures and religions through language while 
attempting to transcend the possible constraints of language. 

As Feuerverger (2001) posits, “Indeed, the deepening crisis in schools and society is 
obliging educators to explore educational programs that encourage moral development 
in their students through narrative” (p. 19). Meanwhile, Miller (2007) recommends 
the application of contemplation practice in classrooms to mend the fragmented 
interrelationship between self and others, human beings and environment, etc. 
Our initiative here thus intends to bring teachers and educational researchers from different 
cultural and religious backgrounds together to practice reflection and contemplation, 
through mindful activities, art making/examination, and culture sharing.

Making art and examining art, as Goldberg (2001) argues, “occurs within a context of 
ideas and reflection [, which] may include the sociopolitical atmosphere, …, or cultural, 
linguistic, and ethnic identity of the creator or the observer (p. 11).” And our education 
must involve the telling and retelling of stories of our global culture. Art is one way to 
tell these stories. It is when we begin to learn the language, or to appreciate art of other 
people, that we start to take genuine care and respect of those people (Davies, 2008; 
Goldberg, 2001). 

Frederick Frank, a world-renowned author and artist, in the prelude of his classic 
handwritten book The Zen of Seeing also said, “Art is neither a profession nor a 
hobby. Art is a form of being.” Art provides a methodology for teachers and students 
to reflect on, and apply knowledge/skills through contemplation, which can transform 
observations into a creative form as they learn and unlearn. In this way, learners take their 
observations, seriously work with them and their previous experience and knowledge, 
and nurture transformation in their learning and life. This has been a fundamental 
field in holistic education, which emphasizes teaching and learning for wholeness, and 
embraces spirituality and wisdom. Thus, we believe our initiative to practice reflection 
and contemplation through mindful activities, contemplative art and reflective narratives 
has important implications in the field of teaching practice and educational inquiries.
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“our voiCes”: equity training for teaChers
Jorge Caxaj

Developed a series of workshops for teachers in the TCDSB based on a video made by 
Latino students on their schooling experience.

Internships 
Room 5-160

oise/hgse DoCtoral stuDent exChange
Jason Brennan, Katie Higginbottom

Doctoral students at OISE along with their colleagues at the Harvard Graduate School 
of Education participated in an informal exchange that saw students from both faculties 
visiting Toronto- and Boston-area schools for a week in January and in February of last year. 
OISE doctoral students Katie Higginbottom and Jason Brennan, along with their colleague 
and doctoral student at HGSE, Paul Perry, coordinated the reciprocal trips to explore some 
unique facets of the education systems in Massachusetts and Ontario as well as provide 
time for students from both institutions to expand on conversations started in the previous 
semester through additional classes, visits to external organizations, and social events. 
This joint exchange provided a unique opportunity for Canadian and American students 
to learn from one another and enter into conversation around the systemic educational 
concerns that translate across the American and Canadian border, as well as compare 
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unique solutions offered in each jurisdiction at leading educational institutions.
internship at harvarD business sChool
Katie Higginbottom

I am a full-time PhD student in LHAE, specifically studying Educational Administration. 
Through the internship course offered in LHAE (TPS3044), I completed an internship 
working with Professor Boris Groysberg at Harvard Business School to help develop 
resources, teaching materials, case studies etc. that were used in a new course entitled 
“How Star Women Succeed” which was offered this past January. I also participated in the 
course for the first time as a student and discussed my reflections of my experience doing 
so with this professor as a way of offering feedback as to how to improve the course. He 
included me in his reflection process, having taught it for the first time as well. 

I believe hearing about my experience (in terms of how I secured the placement and what 
I learned through the placement) serves as a good example to get students thinking about 
the potential of what they might be able to set up as an internship that aligns with their 
personal interests.

free Compulsory universal free basiC eDuCation (fCube) in ghana
Kwanza Msingwana

In 2012 I spent three months (May-August) in Ghana in an internship at the University of 
Education, Winneba. I had the opportunity to visit several primary schools, including some 
that were designated as The Millennium Development Goals (MDG) schools. Although 
Ghana had introduce the FCUBE program in 1995, promising to achieve universal education 
by 2005, the challenges have been so enormous that the arrival of UNDP’s Millennium 
Development Goals was a big boost to the FCUBE because one of the UN’s eight goals 
to be achieved by 2015 as a responce to the world’s main development challenges is 
education and Ghana was selected as one of the participants. 
To that end the country has received a lot of support in its educational sector.

From my stay in Ghana I saw FCUBE and MDG projects at work. They still have a long 
way to go.

In Ghana I was looking at inclusion, particularly of girls. Even though it is policy to enroll 
all children, especially girls in school, there are still major gaps in making it a reality for 
myriad reasons. My experience helped me appreacaite why OISE has such a reputation for 
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innovation in education. With willing partners, grassroots organizations and people on the 
ground willing to implement these ideas and concepts, countries like Ghana and Tanzania, 
where I spent a month, will have a big boost in their education system and their quest for 
education for all in the new millenium.

interning for an international Development ngo
Nadia Qureshi

Many graduate students have the option to do a practicum as a part of their studies in 
various departments and collaborative programs. As a student in the CIDE collaborative 
program, I pursued this opportunity and completed an internship at the International 
headquarters of an NGO focused in international development work. 

I will share with colleagues my general experiences on the process, benefits and 
disadvantages of doing an internship.  I will also address more specifically, the contentions 
faced when doing an internship with a development organization in the workplace, while 
critically analyzing the work of the development world academically and through research 
in our department.  The disconnect and inconsistencies between the two highlight the 
reality of challenges in theory versus praxis and what this can mean for students.

Partnerships 
Room 5-230

traDe sChool toronto
Nico Koenig, Anny Chen

Trade School Toronto is an alternative, volunteer-run learning project that runs on the 
barter system. The Trade School model started in New York in 2010 and has since spread 
to cities all around the world. In 2012, a group of local artists and community organizers, 
including Nico Koenig, brought Trade School to Toronto. In late September of 2012, we 
organized our first series of classes, hosting five days of over 30 “barter for knowledge” 
classes with an incredibly wide range of topics, and in late January of 2013, Trade School 
Toronto ran a smaller, design-focused series as part of the Toronto Offsite Design Festival. 
In early March, we look forward to our third series, Hart House Trade School, where we 
hope to encourage students to share their knowledge and experiences with the wider 
community by becoming teachers of Trade School Toronto. 
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Trade School Toronto is an exciting educational project that encourages lifelong learning 
and eliminates financial barriers to accessing education. We believe people have a need 
to express creativity and curiosity, to share their passions and exchange knowledge, and 
to build community. We see the concept of Trade Schools as a valuable example of self-
organized education and community-building worth studying and engagement by OISE 
and the wider education community, particularly in the way it invites people to consider 
their own strengths and to challenge themselves to become teachers.

herstoriesCafe, approaChing the past
Rose Fine Meyer, Kate Zankowicz

HerstoriesCafe bridges women’s history with local history, and provides a space for 
diverse women’s voices and stories to be heard. We start conversations between history 
enthusiasts, historians, archivists, museum practitioners, history teachers, students and 
community members. We invite speakers to speak about an aspect of women’s history 
in Toronto at a location that is thematically relevant. Our events take place in locations 
throughout the city and often include an onsite walking tour.

HerstoriesCafe was awarded this year with a Heritage Toronto Community Heritage 
Award.

We offer an important perspective about how place-based, local history education works. 
Our efforts to link diverse history education communities, broadly speaking, and to engage 
with informal educational experiences, is a way to foster more historically conscious 
communities. The events also provide important local narratives for history educators 
working within the school system to use in their classrooms, as well as online resources to 
implement a more equitable curriculum.

HerstoriesCafe talks have been instrumental in linking diverse groups together and 
have acted as a catalyst to help organizations like archives, museums and heritage sites 
develop local history programming that focuses on women, for diverse communities 
in Toronto. Collaborative work with them has helped these heritage institutions to 
expand their programs and address the omissions that are often present in historical 
representations: narratives which focus on diverse local women’s experiences, which are 
often underrepresented.
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Approaching the Past (www.approachingthepast.ca)is a workshop series in Toronto, 
Ontario that is focused on bringing together teachers working in middle and high schools, 
universities, and museums to discuss teaching history in a variety of contexts. It is a THEN/
HiER initiative. The goal of the series is to create and strengthen ties between history 
teachers in the GTA.  Workshops offer the opportunity to connect with colleagues, meet 
people teaching history in unique and engaging ways, and be challenged to teach history 
in ways that connect more deeply with our students.  

haCking eDuCation
Jeff Myers, Ahmed Mashiyat

Our “hackathon” (May 10-12, 2013) will bring together approximately 240 computer 
scientists, software designers, education researchers, teachers, parents and students in 
Toronto to collaborate and propose technological solutions to problems in K-12 education. 
Over the course of the weekend, participants will pitch ideas, and form teams with 
representatives from each participation category, and then work intensively to create a 
solution to their chosen problem. On the Sunday of the event, teams will pitch their ideas 
back to a panel of judges, who will award prizes based on real-world utility, innovation, 
and scalability.

The connections to OISE are clear in this project, with its focus on solving problems in K-12 
education. Moreover, several OISE faculty and students are intimately involved, including 
Ruth Childs, Clare Brett, Arif Anwar and myself. The project has also gained the attention 
of the Ministry of Education among others. 

Hybrid hackathons (i.e. applying the intensity, innovation, and collaboration of the 
hackathon model to other areas of problem-solving) are trending in the US but are still 
relatively new in Canada. This will be the first hackathon focused on education in Canada, 
and one of the first big ones anywhere.

e-Camp (eleCtroniC Career anD mentoring program) “mentoring Continues what 
eDuCation starts”
Leroy Clarke, Peter Gordon

e-CAMP is a unique online innovation that picks up where formal education stops. It 
delivers an holistic mentorship experience by enabling mentees to connect with mentors 
through their favourite passions in Sports & Fitness, the Arts & Humanities, Business/
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Entrepreneurship & Finance, and Science & Technology areas.

The program is based on the Mentoring Oriented Teaching and Learning Strategy 
(MOTALS) research of Dr. Clarke to seamlessly link school-learning and the world of work 
via e-mentoring. The program’s mandate is to develop and nurture positive attitudes, 
responsible citizenship, and skills that will be continuously upgraded within a real-world 
social and cultural network context of collaboration and competition in order to drive and 
sustain our economy.

Dr. Clarke is passionate about preparing our youth to compete in a global economy at a time 
when youth unemployment is endemic worldwide. He believes that it is imperative that 
educators, policymakers and other stakeholders such as non-governmental organization 
do all in their power to change our human resource liabilities into assets. 

This change can be accomplished by effective transitioning our youth from school to the 
world of work. Even though skills have become the global currency of the 21st century, 
current research evidence would suggest that traditional education systems (that have not 
changed for over a century) are not adequately providing the necessary and appropriate 
skills countries need to compete and survive economically in the 21st Century and beyond. 
In Canada, this is especially true for marginalized groups such as Aborigines and Blacks 
whose unemployment rate is estimated at twice that of the national youth level of 15%.

What is the BBPA-SOSAction e-CAMP mentoring strategy? 
The 5 step mentoring strategy within the student’s area of passion for realizing their 
dreams include:
1. Know who you are
2. Know where you are going
3. Know that you can succeed
4. Know where to get help
5. Know when to celebrate and give back

Visit us at www.SOSAction.com
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OISE Students’ collaborations 
Room 5-260

oise philosophy Club
Julia Lowe, Veronica Carr, Thomas Posie
OISE’s Philosophy of Education Club takes place once a month and, although it is 
primarily geared towards graduate students at OISE, is open to anyone who is interested 
in philosophy of education. Built on a desire to extend classroom conversations and 
introduce topics that may be not be welcome in a formal setting, this space serves as a 
means to test out theories, discover new ideas, and strengthen research within an open 
and supportive environment. This group serves as a hub for students to interconnect from 
all departments across OISE, linking practical matters to deeper theoretical frameworks. 
The multidisciplinary approach to philosophy of education allows for free exploration 
of ideas and an opportunity to investigate the intersections and implications between 
various backgrounds in education. Our hope is that we will not only build community 
and peer support, but that we may also begin to examine the potential applications of 
philosophy of education towards better policy, administration, curriculum, leadership, 
and social justice.

CritiCal interseCtions in eDuCation:  an oise/ut stuDent journal
Saskia Stille

Critical Intersections in Education: An OISE/UT Journal provides a generative opportunity 
for students to learn about and gain experience in the processes of disseminating scholarly 
work, maintaining academic integrity, and preparing manuscripts for publication.  Editorial 
board members are vital to this work, and I will share my experiences and respond to 
questions about what it is like to be on the board and how to get involved.

lhae peer mentorship program
Wincy Li, Ikumi Yoshida, Irene Cheung

We aim to connect current graduate LHAE students with incoming graduate LHAE 
students. The current students would offer moral and academic support by answering 
questions about courses, conferences, supervisors and advisors, and any other issues that 
may concern new full-time and part-time students.
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Our goal is to improve the LHAE student experience at OISE. Mentoring could create an 
inclusive learning environment that makes beginning studies at OISE less intimidating and 
give new students the knowledge to access all of the opportunities and resources that 
this Faculty has to offer. We also hope that this community-building project will promote 
lateral learning amongst our burgeoning scholars.

the informal poliCy Dialogues
Sabrina Persaud

The informal policy dialogues were born out of the idea that I had no idea what my 
friends were doing at their jobs, and how that influenced their lives. Through a breakfast 
conversation with a friend who is an accountant and one who is an interior designer, I 
became influenced by their thoughts, and roles they played in the professional world. 
What made our conversation deeper was the personal commitment to learning more 
about each other and what we loved and why we loved it so much.

Through this one morning having breakfast with my friends, I reflected on how much I 
learned and how all of us sharing such vital information would inform the way I lived and 
the way I thought. As I began to tell more people about this, interest grew in the thought 
of being able to learn informally from another person’s experience without there being 
any pressure.

I have hosted approximately 20 informal policy dialogues with various age groups, 
international representation, professional and educational designation among many 
other differentiating factors.  

The science behind all of these encounters is the understanding and belief that we can all 
be influenced outside of the academic institution, and can be influenced from individuals 
who have taken different academic or non-academic paths.  Focusing the conversations 
around topics such as education, health, food and travel, among many other topics has 
been crucial in moving conversations forward each time.
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Youth life 
Room 5-280

amaDeusz the look at my life projeCt
Tina Nadia Gopal, Wiyanna Trevis, Ayla Raza

Amadeusz, which is core values for implementing alternative education programs for 
youth in Toronto, was used to launch The Look At My Life Project in 2009. The Look At My 
Life Project is an education program that works with young people who are incarcerated 
in detention facilities across Toronto. The goal of the Project is to provide opportunities 
to young people to complete their high school education and to prepare and attend post-
secondary institutions.

Through the Look At My Life Project, incarcerated young people in Toronto are provided 
with the opportunity, for the first time, to attain their GED. Through primary research that 
was conducted with young people in Toronto, core values of what is needed to engage 
young people in education were uncovered. The Look At My Life Project is focused on 
providing access to education and to upholding the human right of access to education. 
Often times, young people on remand are forgotten by society, as many hold a negative 
view toward incarcerated young people. Mostly, the view is that those in detention facilities 
do not ‘deserve’ education, and thus do not have the right to education, because they are 
‘criminals.’ Further, many young people themselves have had negative experiences with 
formal education, and as a result, they often feel defeated; they may feel that they are 
unable to learn because they have been taught that they are unintelligent.

Through education, a goal of The Look At My Life Project is to foster the desire among 
participants to create positive change in their lives and in their communities. The hope 
is for young people on remand to create new and more positive ideas of self, which will 
then reflect onto their communities, with the end goal of creating safer communities in 
Toronto.

unveiling afriCa founDation
Chizoba Imoka

Unveiling Africa Foundation is a youth led organization that was founded in 2007 at the 
University of Alberta. The focus of the organization has been on providing a platform for 
African youth to acquire a nuanced understanding of Africa’s impediment to sustainable 
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social change, take leadership for creating and implementing sustainable solutions for 
Africa’s progress. Starting off with intercultural Speaker Series  and fundraisers for African 
social change projects in Edmonton, Unveiling Africa Foundation launched in Nigeria 
in 2010 with a focus on engaging the next generation of Nigerians with skills in critical 
and creative thinking, problem solving while helping them develop a passion for social 
change. Within the past three years, Unveiling Africa Foundation (UVA) has worked with 
more than 2000 teenagers, impacted over 3000 lives through it’s innovation contests, 
soup kitchens, teen nation building conferences, mentoring programs, internships,life skill 
training for teens and other teen led social change projects. Unveiling Africa’s engagement 
with Nigerian teenagers is aimed at equipping them with capacity in five key areas of 
life which we believe are necessary for change agents in Nigeria. They include Academic 
Excellence, Personal Leadership, Community Activism, Excellence in Social Interaction and 
Employability/Entrepreneurship. To name a few achievements, Thirteen teenagers across 
Nigeria received academic and vocational scholarships from Unveiling Africa. Inspired 
by UVA’s mentorship, a teenager living in the streets transitioned into an internship 
at a salon. UVA Teen alumni have gone ahead to gain entry into world renowned teen 
academies such as the United World College and African Leadership Academy. In August 
2012, Unveiling Africa Foundation’s effort was recognized through the nomination of its 
founder for the international acclaimed Nigerian youth award ‘ The Future Awards’ in the 
Best Use of Advocacy category.

The initiative has started and is ongoing.

The initiative is important because it adopts an unconventional but logical , practical and 
critical approach to development in Africa with focus on Nigeria. This approach adopts 
a theory of change about development that puts the onus on Africans to bring about 
their own change while equipping them with multiple skills that truly empowers them to 
tackle complex social problems. The initiatives provides examples of successful practices 
in youth development which could in turn inform research at OISE that will immensely 
contribute to quality learning and social change in developing countries.
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agents of Change summer stuDio
Keita Demming, Anita Abraham

The best way to understand the program is to look at our video http://youtu.be/
ASoFjsXrd2Y

Program structure
The program is a 10 day edutainment style course. It is geared at providing attendees with 
an agents of change toolkit. Through hands on interactive programming, participants will 
be lead through personality assessments, leadership models, approaches to innovation 
and a range of other world changing tools. At the end of the program attendees would 
have been introduced to tools and skill to help them be the change they wish to see in the 
world. Some of topics and skills offerred in the program include, business communication, 
social entrepreneurship, leadership, resilience, systems thinking, and innovation.

Concept
The program is not intended to “develop leadership skills” in the traditional sense, but 
is instead geared toward introducing participants to way of thinking about the world. 
The program will be geared at providing participants with topics and skills of social 
entrepreneurship, leadership, resilience, systems thinking, and innovation.

Objectives:
To promote personal growth and development of leadership skills. 
To foster increased self-awareness, self-confidence and self-esteem among participants. 
To introduce students to diverse topics, models, and frameworks such as systems thinking, 
resilience, innovation and change. 

Build the capacity of participants who can work together to pursue their social and 
entrepreneurial goals. 

Provide a space that encourages peer-to-peer exchanges, access to adult allies and 
relevant knowledge, information and opportunities.

Audience
Young persons, 15-20 year old males.
Parents/Guardians of young males.
Expected outcomes
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Participants would have experienced increased levels of self-awareness and self-
development

Participants will be inspired to become Leaders, Entrepreneurs and Change Makers within 
their community.

Participants would have an increased capacity to navigate complex social environments.
High levels of interests from parents and other community stakeholders.
Increased levels of engagement among participants.
Increased knowledge of communication, design thinking, systems thinking, resilience, 
complexity etc

Increased knowledge of strength-based approaches.

Visit our website for more information: http://www.villageseedsolutions.com/projects/
summer-camp/

equitable eDuCation initiative
Erica Peña

EEI is an identity-based academic program that allows learners to strengthen their 
academic skills, while exploring who they are and can be through a critical lens. At EEI we 
focus on the human being, not just the student. 

Many students are forced to learn about a world that does not reflect them and in a way 
that does not match their learning style or needs. Latino and Black students make up 40% 
of students pushed out of Toronto’s public education system along with other student 
populations, leaving them with few options and appropriate alternatives to adequately 
address their needs. EEI addresses the inequitable conditions students face by using a 
curriculum that reflects students’ backgrounds and is responsive to their needs. EEI is 
also about creating a healthier learning environment and cultivating tools for students to 
improve their sense of self and achieve “success” based on their terms.
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Teaching initiatives 
Room 4-422

volunteers assoCiation for banglaDesh CanaDa (vab-C)
Pamelia Khaled

With a vision to ensure quality education as well as to prevent schools from becoming 
agents of social stratification, the Canadian Chapter of Volunteers Association for 
Bangladesh (VAB-C) was founded on May 9, 2012 in Toronto, Canada under my leadership. 
This charity organisation is committed to relentless efforts to support primary and 
secondary education of the disadvantaged students to facilitate teachers’ professional 
development, and to reduce social and economic disparities.
The main purpose of this corporation is to support charitable and socioeconomic 
development activities for the disadvantaged in Bangladesh as well as the growing 
Bangladeshi communities in Canada. These activities will also enable Bangladesh to 
develop into a stronger civil society and thriving democracy.
Under the above broad purpose, the specific purpose of this charity organisation is to 
support rural primary and secondary education and the disadvantaged students in 
Bangladesh. 

Volunteers Association for Bangladesh Canada (VAB-C) is a newly born sister organisation 
was set up on 9th May 2012 in Toronto, Canada by me and a group of like minded 
individuals concerned with basic education in Bangladesh. The plan for opening Canadian 
chapter of VAB is thus driven by my interest in further exploring both the cultural and 
structural limitations at play and the policies that might prove effective in bringing about 
the necessary changes in education.

VAB-C particularly interested in five central aspects that should form a part of such a 
systemic overhaul: 
- teacher training, which requires dramatic improvement, including training in gender 
issues; 
- curriculum design, which should include math and literacy teaching starting in preschool, 
technology training, and attention to addressing patriarchal attitudes and customs; 
- language instruction, which must include a focus on both English and Bangla; 
- accessibility for rural and poor sectors; 
- and gender-sensitivity in both policy-making and curriculum design.
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The evening of 22 September was an auspicious moment for Volunteers Association for 
Bangladesh Canada (VAB Canada), as its launching event drew in the Bangladeshi diaspora 
of Canada to join hands with it and work toward the common mission of bettering 
education for the children of poor families of rural Bangladesh. 

All VAB volunteers in Canada, USA, and Bangladesh offered their unwavering commitment 
to translate its vision into concrete activities such as scholarships, tutoring, computer 
literacy and teacher development.

The parent organization “Volunteers Association for Bangladesh” (VAB) has been working 
for twelve years with the rural schools in Bangladesh with a mission to enhance access 
of poor students to education and reduce dropout rate. Over the last three years, VAB 
at New York and Bangladesh undertook extensive discussions internally and with the 
headmasters, teachers and management committee members of the schools to arrive at 
strategies for the most effective utilization of the VAB resources. VAB NewJersey is also 
working to support computer literacy programme.

VAB goal is now to convert the rural schools to “high quality” schools in a period of five 
years. The success of the “high quality” brand for the VAB schools will benefit generations 
of students and will create a self propelling force in the schools to continue with the brand 
on their own.

Two kinds of projects are undertaken to achieve VAB goals: Student Empowerment 
Projects and School Empowerment Projects.

Within the School Empowerment Project, Poor Student Scholarship, Merit Award, 
Tutoring, Participation in competitions in Games, Literary and Cultural activities, National 
Olympiads on Science, Mathematics and Computers and  Lectures by persons held with 
deep esteem by the youth of Bangladesh.

Teachers’ Training, Lab and Library Improvement, Promotion of leadership by the schools 
for Societal Programs and Programs linking with community and former students fall 
under the School Empowerment Project.
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transDisiplinary transformative translation
Ander Negrazis

I co-ordinate a weekly session at the 519 Church St. Community Centre for artists living 
with dis/abilities. Many of these artists require an interpreter or other intermediary. 
Artists create their work with the support of others whom they guide to carry out their 
vision. The ‘guided’ people learn about how to make art. They also learn how to create a 
new language. Because each artist has a different and unique way of communicating – in 
a way that isn’t taught in language classes - guided people co-create a new language with 
their partners.  of communicating, guided people by guiding others in how to carry out 
their vision. 

I was guided by an artist who had very limited mobility and speech. This artist sat with me 
patiently as I slowly developed an ability to actually hear his ideas and translate them onto 
paper. As I got to know him better, I began to understand more about him, what he liked, 
what his experiences were, and what kind of artist he was. We developed a partnership 
where I acted as an extension of his body – completing activities that he initiated while 
going about my own business. By being a part of him, I learned more about myself as an 
individual during those weekly sessions than I ever did through ‘self exploration’ activities 
that I did on my own, by my myself, and for myself. 
At that point in time, I came to the group experiencing some struggles with my creative 
process – and hadn’t been able to finish anything (writing or art) without over-working it. 
My perfectionist bent made it so that put way more time into projects than was required. 
In attempting to make them complete, and including everything, I often ended up with 
incoherent writing or over-rendered drawings that left nothing to the imagination for the 
reader or viewer. Because of this overwhelming process, I stopped creating. But when I 
met artists from the Laser Eagles Art Guild, the perfectionism that stemmed from the fear 
and anxiety of not being ‘good enough’, or the fear of doing something wrong melted 
away.

I also learned where these struggles were hiding and what made them pop up. Because I 
wasn’t responsible for deciding what to paint and how to paint it, I was able to let go and 
just watch how possible it was to create a vision in short time. Eventually, as I continued to 
act as a medium through which another person could execute their intentions, I caught a 
glimpse of what it would be like to be able to ‘guide’ myself; to execute a painting without 
having to agonize over it or fear not being good enough.
How this experience can contribute to the OISE community and education in general:  
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I will explore some different ways to think about how translation can be a way to 
transform pedagogy from an exercise in transferring information from one person to 
another (exchange-based) to a more productive form of communication that opens up 
opportunities to simultaneously convey (receive-deliver / exchange information), create 
new knowledge and ways of doing, and express (work through, heal, reflect and feel). 
The legitimacy and place of academic production hinges on originality, ownership over 
one’s own work, and sole-authorship. Proper attribution of authorship, the scope of the 
autonomous individual subject raise questions about what the criteria for ownership is, 
how and when to determine whether a piece is one person’s work and not the other’s. 

By thinking more thoroughly about the meaning of collaboration through a critical lens 
that frames dis/ability not as a lack of ability, but as the presence of barriers, and how 
the lack of access creates and denies ability, I show how education can be all things at 
once– research, teaching/learning, healing, and creating; encompassing the entirety of 
human experience in an integrated, multi-methodological fashion. I conclude by inviting 
the audience to imagine what education would look like if it did not hinge upon property 
relations between people, if it did not actively separate people from one another by 
facilitating. Time-permitting, I will pair people up and facilitate an exercise in which people 
will experience how the method of transdisiplinary transformative translation can actually 
work.   

assessment for DifferentiateD instruCtion
Esther Collier

Teaching and assessment is linked to curriculum expectations to allow students to 
participate in their own learning.  Students self-assess, create their own assignments, 
are assessed according to specific expectations, are able to relearn and re-demonstrate 
attainment of expectations at their own pace. 

Whether it is already running or just an idea:  In 1997 I was part of a pilot project to 
introduce tracking sheet assessment into the TDSB.  This initiative did not succeed, but 
I found it very valuable and have used it ever since.  I have now created a database for 
it and modified my instruction and classroom management around the concept.  I have 
been using it in a Grade 8 Core class with success for the last 4 years.  I am currently 
mentoring another teacher in the technique and she has found it easy to follow and is 
effusive in her praise for the system.
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Why the initiative is important and how it might contribute to the OISE community and to 
education in general:  
1. Parents love it.
2. Students are engaged and empowered and can see areas of success as well as 
areas to work on (rather than being categorized by one grade or mark).
3. Teacher Performance Appraisal requirements are fully met at the exceptional level
4. Classroom management is improved.
5. Differentiated Learning is facilitated and easily established (where else can you 
here that phrase – EASILY established!) because the students are part of the process 
instead of the teacher having to do it all.
6. It is adaptable to all curricula and all types of learning (gifted or ESL).
7. It begins to address the philosophical changes in education that are desperately 
needed to reduce child stress, teacher stress, parent stress and return learning to an 
enjoyable state where education is a gift from one generation to the next.
8. Whenever I have shared this with pre-service teachers, administrators, or 
professors the response has been an overwhelming approval – I have been urged to take 
it to Dragon’s Den!!

improving graphiC memorizing ability by eye-traCking training
Chao Hu

Conducting an eye-tracking research on students’ memorizing graphs such as a face or the 
biological structures of a human organ or a flower, and then test whether they memorize 
it well by representing the original graphs with or without some vital change related with 
key knowledge such as the shape of pollen in a flower and ask the students whether the 
graphs are correct or not, we can find out the students with the best graphic memory. 
And the Tobii-eye tracker can record the participants scanning pattern with high time 
and spatial resolution, so that the low-performance students can just follow the high-
performance students’ scanning pattern by looking at the Tobii recorded video. Thus their 
visual scanning strategies in graphic memorizing would be improved. 

Graphic memorizing is important for your performance in nature sciences such as physics, 
better graphic memorizing may lead to better performance in these subjects, in addition, 
better graphic memorizing  of faces is important for peoples’ social adaptation, especially 
in a multi-cultural societies.



2013 Dean’s Graduate Student Research Conference 73

Session 5
16:40-18:00

Critical and Radical Implications of Philosophy in Teaching
Room 5-230

rateD r: stuDent relativism anD teaChing philosophy
Joseph Longo

The main claim of this paper is that relativism is no more a problem to be explained 
away than it is an opportunity to meaningfully improve philosophical teaching.  To this 
end, I draw out both the philosophical and pedagogical consequences of relativism.  It is 
shown that an analysis of the concept, arguments for and against cognitive and ethical 
relativism have practical consequences for the teaching of high school philosophy.  These 
consequences in turn facilitate a much needed discussion of the pedagogical import 
for teaching philosophy in light of relativism.  A new orientation regarding student 
relativism is advanced and the implications for teaching philosophy established.  The 
intersection of relativism and teaching philosophy throws light on inherent problems not 
only in the philosophical position of relativism itself, but in the prevailing pedagogy of 
philosophy teachers.  A modified version of relativism is advanced to accommodate the 
aforementioned problems, and practical teaching strategies are offered to solve them.  
Therefore, whereas the specter of relativism looms large in the philosophy classroom, 
it is possible to deflate the problem and utilize instrumentally its redeemable import to 
improve both pedagogy and teaching.

the peDagogy of existential questioning: beComing hopefully Desperate
Zofia Zaliwska

My paper examines existential questioning as a method towards becoming pedagogical.  I 
argue that a pedagogy of existential questioning, as an experience of a distinctive moment 
characterized by growing uncertainty, is the complete opposite of what we understand 
the role of pedagogy in the culture of learning to be.  As a result, existential questioning 
is uncomfortable and often unbearable.  I argue through Heideggerean and Sartrean 
questioning, that it is precisely this feeling of discomfort that signals the beginning of 
becoming pedagogical, where the will to find meaning in the unknown is born.  I then 
proceed to articulate the process of existential questioning as inherently hopeful.  To this 
end, I explore the neoliberal and naive (mis)understanding of hope in order to critically 
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engage with hope as an existential concern.  I introduce my concept of “hopeful despair” 
and “desperate hope” to argue for the ambiguous nature of hope, an ambiguity that we 
strive to articulate.  It is this strive that I argue is pedagogical.  However, can this pedagogy 
of existential questioning and becoming “desperately hopeful” be educational?  I proceed 
to look at ways which existential questioning can be “played” in higher education, and 
the ways in which the uncomfortable work of becoming pedagogical can in fact be full of 
wonder, gratification and utter delight.

is teaCher authority always an affront to stuDent freeDom? Dewey Contra illiCh
Thomas Allen Posie

In his famous polemic Deschooling Society, Ivan Illich is deeply critical of the teacher’s 
position of authority in schools, seeing it a paradoxical in the context of liberal society (37).  
In contrast, John Dewey argues in his work Experience & Education that such suspicion of 
teacher authority stems from a misunderstanding of the nature of freedom (63-64).  The 
two writers were not contemporaries of each other, in fact Dewey wrote a generation 
before Illich.  Nevertheless, I think that their respective works can profitably be read in 
conversation with each other, especially on this issue of authority.  In this essay I want to 
conduct a philosophical analysis of the concept of authority as it relates to education.  I will 
consider the arguments of both thinkers regarding teacher authority and try to articulate 
something of a compromise position that saves the most important insights of each, using 
the analogy of the judiciary within a liberal democratic society.  I will claim that, while the 
authoritative role of a teacher lends itself to dangerous abuses in current schools, there 
are forms of legitimate authority that a teacher can use to develop rather than hinder 
critically reflective, creative, and free students

thinking about thinking: an inquiry into the perCeptions of philosophy helD by new 
teaChers in training
Julia Lowe

The purpose of this study is to answer the question: “How do the first group of teacher 
candidates to complete the ‘Philosophy: Curriculum and Instruction’ course at OISE 
conceive of philosophy as a secondary school subject?”  In this paper, I examine how 
three students enrolled in the aforementioned course during the 2011/2012 academic 
tear conceive of their roles as prospective philosophy teachers, as well as their attitudes 
towards philosophy as a discipline at an introductory level. For this qualitative study I 
used semi-structured interviews which were recorded and subsequently transcribed 
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and analyzed. Responses largely fell into one of three main categories: metaphilosophy, 
challenges facing philosophy teachers and strategies employed to overcome these 
challenges, and personal experience with philosophy. 

Everyday Experiences with the Environment
Room 5-260

artful learning for the earth
Rachel York-Bridgers

Students, educators and communities are increasingly aware of the growing need for 
greater ecological awareness (Orr, 2004; Palmer, 1998) and for the development of 
sustainable practices, particularly in urban settings. Meanwhile, as the use of media 
and new technologies has grown exponentially, students are increasingly disconnected 
from the places where they live (Orr, 2004; Scharper, 1997). It is my argument that 
environmental educators need to make a more conscious and directed use of media and 
the arts to establish a bond between students and nature.

This paper examines how an artful learning experience can connect us to place, nature 
and one another. Art engages the senses and can help us to see the world anew. Similarly, 
language gives us the ability to find aspects of ourselves in others and remind us of our 
connectedness to the world. An arts based environmental education can help students 
connect with nature, take joy in it, and discover its potential for transformative learning.

Using a public media forum, students and community members in Toronto were encouraged 
to post their Lake Ontario reflections, stories and art. The responses demonstrated that 
this nature/media hybrid thinking can 1. Compel us to connect with nature 2. Engender an 
ecological identity 3. Provide a site for place-based learning and 4. Foster transformative 
learning. Media, while often seen at odds with nature, was able to move students 
from consumers of media culture to producers of art that engenders a creative nature 
connection in an urban environment.
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an exploration of the ConDo fooD garDen moDel as an implementation tool 
for sustainable urban Development: Developing an aDult eDuCation/Community 
Development toolkit for establishing ConDo fooD garDens in toronto
Justin Wei-Yu Tai

This research is a practical extension of the smart growth theory, and the purpose is to 
develop an educational toolkit that can empower condo owners in Toronto to explore the 
possibilities of establishing a food garden in their own building. Smart growth is a type 
of sustainable development that encourages high-density living pattern through building 
mixed-use neighbourhoods in an effort to avoid urban sprawl. In line with the growing 
local sustainable food movement, smart growth opens up tremendous opportunities to 
prioritize urban agriculture in the mainstream urban planning agenda because it envisions 
a more integrated and innovative role for agriculture in cities. In Toronto, this research is 
timely as we are losing agricultural land, fast and irreversibly, to the pervasive influx of 
condos facilitated by many public policies driven by economic prosperity. It is felt that this 
unsustainable paradigm can be improved through inspiring condo owners to reincorporate 
agricultural activities on their own property. To achieve this, a toolkit that identifies 
challenges and solutions surrounding condo food gardens will be developed. This will not 
only aim at sharing existing knowledge, but also fostering critical dialogs amongst the 
condo owner community to create and organize grassroots changes in the way food is 
grown in condos. Adapting a SWOT analysis framework, literature review of condo by-
laws and interviews will be employed to explore the opportunities and constraints relating 
to establishing a condo food garden from the perspectives of property owners living in 
different neighbourhoods. This project is strategically supported by FoodShare.

Digging into the stuDent experienCe of a sChool garDen
The Cool Researchers, Susan Jagger

This presentation will share the collaboration between a group of grade six student 
researchers and an OISE doctoral candidate as they explored the student experience of an 
urban school garden. Specifically, it explores themes of students’ experience of the school 
garden. Also, using the project as an example, it examines the potential for authentic 
and meaningful involvement of young students in participatory action research, from the 
creation of research questions through to the communication of findings.

The study took place at an urban elementary school with an established school gardening 
program. Eight grade six students participated as student researchers and the team met 
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regularly to plan and conduct the research. Data were collected from 20 grade three and 
20 grade six students through interviews, surveys, document audits, and observational 
field notes and were analyzed thematically by the research team.

Findings present four themes of students’ experience of the school garden: 1) experiencing; 
2) caring; 3) learning; and 4) having fun. Differences were found in students’ experiences 
of the garden, namely the prevalence of the older students’ affective connections to 
the garden. Also, the importance of the sensory experience of the garden is highlighted. 
The students’ involvement as researchers illuminated the rich potential for the active 
involvement of young students in all stages of the research process, both research in 
environmental education and education in general.

eCologiCal eConomiCs to proteCt the planet from eCoCiDe anD free people from iron 
Cage Consumerism
Kazi Rouf

This paper reviews Tim Jackson’s (2011) book ‘Prosperity without Growth: Economics for 
a Finite Planet’ and justifies restless capitalistic consumption economic growth doesn’t 
necessarily deliver genuine green altruistic social progress.

Although economic growth is the foundation of social prosperity, the existing globalized 
liberal monopoly based on a consumer market economy, ecocides (destroy ecology) 
our planet. Moreover, investments turn into debt crisis by creating social inequalities, 
unemployment, and miserable poverty in the world. This contributes to social recession 
and jeopardizes civil sustainable development (Jackson, 2011). Therefore, Tim Jackson 
(2011) in his book mentions that a new social and ecological altruistic vision of prosperity 
based on a green sustainable economy is urgent and essential. Because the capitalistic 
consumer economy based on materialism is flawed because in consumer capitalism 
prestige brought by possessing novelties plays an absolutely central role in establishing a 
faulty social status. In order to achieve this social prosperity, Jackson (2011) suggests that 
the development strategies should focus on green macroeconomic stimulus packages, 
policies and implementations. Innovations of eco-friendly technological shifts should be 
utilized for the sake of socio-economic and environmental wellbeing policies. He strongly 
advocates for introducing Cinderella economy, ecological economy as well as altering 
consumerist social logic in order to boost flourishing selfless human capabilities and 
change the immoral consumer capitalism.
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However, it is also essential the state should focus on the micro-economic community 
development policies and strategies handled with environmental care. As a result, 
this development would create altruistic human beings and establish eco-friendly 
environmental justice in the world. The UK Professor Tim Jackson (2011) suggested the 
new term ‘green stimulus package’ for prosperity, which is synonymous to the ‘people-
centered green economy’; however, this green stimulus package mainly focus on to the 
macro-state policy intervention, which is different from the concept ‘social economy 
development’ at the grass roots community flourishing suggested as a term by the 
Canadian Professor Jack Quarter (2009).
It is true destruction, damage or loss of ecosystems is happening on a mass scale, 
every day through consumer capitalism. The paper finds that capitalist prosperity is not 
synonymous with ecocide material wealth. To address this ecocide committed by rampant 
capitalism, and to generate civic common prosperous green social economy for all, this 
paper suggests states should deregulate some macroeconomic policies and emphasis 
more on green social micro economics policies and strategies so the iron grip of the 
unethical consumerism and its immoral social logic could be dismantled.

Perceptions vs Realities: Health, The Body, and Food
Room 5-280

a suffering generation: six faCtors Contributing to the mental health Crisis in 
north ameriCan higher eDuCation
Alicia Margriet Kruisselbrink

There are rising numbers of students on university and college campuses that are 
struggling with depression, anxiety, suicidal thoughts, and psychosis across North 
America. This intensification of students’ psychological needs is being referred to as the 
mental health crisis and poses a serious challenge to post-secondary institutions. The age 
at which many mental disorders become apparent is between 18 and 24, which coincides 
with the average age of student enrolment in higher education. Furthermore, disorders 
that students are being treated for while studying in higher education are increasing in 
severity. Many college counselling programs have had to change their role from personal 
counselling to crisis management to meet the acute needs of students in higher education. 
In order to assist this struggling generation of students, it is imperative to understand the 
factors that contribute to the mental health problems occurring during post-secondary 
education.  This paper is a literature review which identifies the six factors recent research 
has implicated as contributors to the mental health crisis. Analysis of current research 
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demonstrates that the six factors are: academic pressure, financial burden, increased 
accessibility of higher education, increased female to male student ratio, increased 
technological use, and dramatic change in lifestyle of university and college students. All 
of these elements play an important role in the mental health crisis. If higher education in 
Canada truly wants to take the lead and serve our society in a lasting way, it must focus on 
one of the most important issues on every campus: mental health.

leaDing away from fat phobia
Rhonda Dynes

School leaders play an essential role in the creation of equitable positions for students 
and studying issues of equity and inclusion is an important part of scholarly research in 
the area of educational leadership and policy. Rice (2007) suggests that one equity topic 
that deserves more attention is people’s attitudes toward what being fat means and how 
to avoid fat phobia in schools. Rice argues that schools are one of the first places where 
attitudes toward being fat are solidified - though they are not the only locations where fat 
phobia is present.

This paper presents a literature review followed by a short case study using the currere 
method (Pinar, 1974) in order to discuss how educational researchers can begin to 
construct research projects and initiate discussion around the link between fat phobia 
and school success, especially during secondary school, through both a theoretical and 
a practical discussion of one student’s experience. Crosnoe (2007) links being fat with 
lowered admittance to college and sees the transition between secondary and post-
secondary education as the crucial moment for education about fat phobia. 

Through this discussion, some preliminary answers to how educational leaders can 
promote social justice and diversity through research focused on attitudinal and policy 
changes (Ryan, 2006) will be suggested. This paper concludes with a call to further 
research and the creation of action research around attitudes and behaviours concerning 
fat phobia and similar challenges to inclusion.
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a shifting phenomenon in CanaDian meDiCine: the past, present anD immigrant 
meDiCal DoCtors
Cindy R. Sinclair

This presentation investigates the historical context that juxtaposes the shifting 
phenomenon in Canadian medicine of the Past, and the Canadian demographics and 
immigrant medical doctors of the Present. Canadian medicine has been shaped by 
historical determinations to ensure a highly prestigious and professionalized profession.  
The profession has been shaped with the goal to care for the sick, and more recently, 
with the vision to deliver medical expert care to all peoples of Canada. Canada is one 
of the largest immigrant countries in the world. It relies on immigrants for its economic 
and population stability.  In recent years, over 80% of the quarter of a million newcomer 
immigrants who enter Canada come from a developing country in Asia, Africa, the Middle 
East, South America and the West Indies/Caribbean, with a large majority settling in the 
Greater Toronto Area.  Reports show while almost five million Canadians will not have 
access to a family doctor by the year 2015, immigrant patients are also having difficulties 
finding doctors who could understand their language, cultural symptoms of illnesses and 
provide necessary medical care while the majority of immigrant medical doctors are denied 
recertification to fill the doctor-shortage gap. Why is the Canadian medical profession 
not utilizing more immigrant medical doctors when the population of immigrant patients 
has experienced an enormous shift? Utilizing a historical framework, this presentation 
will examine how professional dominance in the medical profession “plays down” the 
needs of the shifting patient population in Canada while disqualifying immigrant medical 
doctors’ human capital.
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appearanCes Can be DeCeiving: perCeptions of organiC fooD among a small sample of 
graDuate stuDents
Natasha A. Jamal

Food is perhaps one of the most important elements of our lives. We eat food everyday in 
order for our bodies to have the energy and nutrition it needs to allow us to carry out our 
daily work. Yet a majority of us are unaware of the most important feature of our food, 
where does it come from? What is it about our food that allows us to sustain our health? 
Conversely what is it about our food that can further damage or deteriorate our health? 
A pilot research study was conducted that sought to better understand how a sample of 
graduate students understood the difference between organic whole foods in comparison 
to conventional whole foods. Students indicated whether they chose to eat organically 
over conventionally and the reasons for these choices. Students were generally unaware 
of the most fundamental issues related to how conventional produce is developed and 
marketed and its implications for one’s health. This study demonstrates the necessity of 
educating the public on the degradation of our food systems and what we can do to have 
affordable access to healthy whole foods that will not put the public’s health at risk.

Educating for the Future: Innovations in Leadership and Teaching
Room 4-422

twenty-seConD Century eDuCational leaDership skills neeDeD now!
Frank Samuels

In this paper, I set out to define the knowledge and skill-sets necessary for successful 22nd 
century school leadership.

Acknowledging that we are already well into the second decade of the 21st century, I 
suggest that it is no longer sufficient to speak about 21st century leadership but that we 
need to look ahead as far as possible. Given the frenetic pace of change and social media 
driven reality that is our world, leaders need to be aware of all of the implications of their 
cyber-worlds today and futurists as they plan for the education systems and schools of 
tomorrow.

The goals of this paper will be to identify, describe and define the leadership skills that 
educational leaders need to be effective change agents and transformational leaders in 
their schools. I also hope to begin the conversation as to the philosophical implications of 
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cyber technology and social media in our schools.

I intend to conduct a literature review that will focus on the most current educational 
leadership theories as they speak to and interact with the advance of technology; 
specifically social media and Web 2 tools. I intend to explore the possibilities that Web 2 
is currently providing to educational settings, for example the Khan Academy, MOOCS and 
the slew of online learning opportunities that exist in our world.

Yet, with all the innovation, this paper returns to key leadership indicators, arguing that 
no technology can ultimately replace the human factors that determine successful or 
unsuccessful leadership.

teaChing for wisDom in seConDary sChool english Classrooms, anD beyonD
Christine E. Guthrie

The study of wisdom and the desire to teach (or, ‘teach for’) wise behaviour have been 
a part of teaching and learning across a variety of cultures and historical eras.  In the 
contemporary North American context, psychologist Robert Sternberg has proposed that 
English classrooms be considered as a site for learning about life themes and wisdom in 
schools.  Literature provides rich opportunities to reflect on how people deal with life’s 
ups and downs, but what do English teachers think of Sternberg’s idea?  Specifically, do 
they see teaching about life and wisdom as part of their role as teachers?  And, do new 
teachers view this role differently than more experienced teachers?

The present study examines the ways in which secondary school English teachers’ self-
described roles and identities extend into the realm of teaching for wisdom.  Using a 
qualitative approach, I will examine data collected in semi-structured interviews with 
experienced teachers (>10 years teaching experience) and novice teachers/teacher 
candidates (<1 year teaching experience) in the GTA. 

Methodological decisions and analytic strategies will be discussed, setting the stage for 
a preview of the study’s findings.  Emergent themes will be presented that illustrate 
these English teachers’ complex relationships with the notions of teaching about life and 
wisdom.
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teaChing anD learning mathematiCs through games
Mimi Kam

In Canada and the United States, many students greatly fear the subject of mathematics, 
and view it as a stress inducer or a punisher (Zaslavsky, 1994). Jackson & Leffingwell (1999) 
noted that math anxiety is developed very early on in primary grades, and teachers’ 
instructional methods is one factor that contributes to these attitudes. Hence, teachers 
must consider how they teach mathematics and incorporate strategies that would lesson 
students’ aversion to the subject (Geist, 2010).

In recent years, the use of mathematics games in classrooms has become increasingly 
popular (Asplin, Frid, & Sparrow, 2006). Amongst other benefits, mathematics games may 
build students’ confidence and change students’ attitudes toward mathematics (Asplin, 
Frid, & Sparrow, 2006; Booker, 2000). This literature review presents: 1) a definition for 
mathematics games, 2) a classification of the types of mathematics games available, and 
3) some benefits of using mathematics games in the classrooms.

Gendered Experiences: Educating for Empowering Realities
Room 4-418

negotiating masCulinities in the Classroom: the experienCes of male elementary 
sChool teaChers in a preDominantly female profession
Michael-James Palazzo

The general study of male elementary school teachers remains an under-researched 
substantive area and only began to receive attention in the 1990s, due in large part to 
the fact that elementary teaching continues to be a predominantly female profession 
(Mac an Ghaill, 1994; King, 1998; Smedley, 2006). In light of this, the author investigates 
and scrutinizes constructions of masculinity in the classroom and the significance of 
these constructions to gender relations more broadly, through the use of complimentary 
theoretical and pedagogical approaches including critical pedagogy and standpoint 
feminist theory. A mixed methods approach is utilized to generate a combination of 
both qualitative and quantitative data to illuminate the multi-dimensional ways in which 
masculinity is ‘negotiated’ by male elementary teachers within schools. Narrative inquiry 
and action research are carried out via the undertaking of qualitative semi-structured 
interviews with three elementary teachers.
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This study ultimately seeks to examine how masculinity as a gendered identity is 
produced, reinforced, and resisted within schools from the standpoint of male elementary 
teachers. More specifically, this research endeavours to discover: i) how male elementary 
teachers understand and perceive their masculinity, ii) how assumptions and stereotypes 
surrounding male elementary teaching affect the ‘performance’ of their masculinity and 
delivery of their pedagogy within the classroom and wider school community, iii) how 
socially prescribed gender norms within both the overt and hidden curriculum facilitate 
and/or constrain male elementary teachers from encouraging an inclusive and positive 
classroom environment, and iv) supports and resources available for male elementary 
teachers in today’s schools.
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the impaCt of genDer roles anD stereotypes on safer-sex negotiation: a
Angela Palangi

Studies show that college and university students possess a relatively high level of 
knowledge about HIV/AIDS transmission and prevention, yet this knowledge does not 
always translate into safer-sex practices. This study examines the importance of HIV 
prevention and safer-sex practices among Canadian undergraduate students. A sample of 
20 female and 9 male undergraduate students from a university in Ontario were recruited 
to participate in the study. Participants were aged 18-24 mostly of the White/Caucasian 
race who identified themselves as heterosexual, single, and never married. A total of five 
focus-group sessions were conducted in which sexual issues facing university students 
today, factors influencing safer-sex negotiation, and attitudes towards condom use were 
explored. Thematic analysis revealed that female students are more likely to discuss safer-
sexual behaviors in their relationship as opposed to male students. Despite the fact that 
participants exhibited ample knowledge of HIV transmission risks and of condom use as an 
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effective means to prevent HIV infection, they practiced safer sex not necessarily to prevent 
HIV but to prevent other sexually-transmitted infections and unwanted pregnancies. 
Moreover, men and women who were in a committed relationship at the time, perceived 
themselves at a low or no risk for HIV and reported less use of condoms, making trust a 
potential predictor of unsafe sex practices. The study confirms that knowledge alone is 
insufficient to produce risk-reducing sexual behaviors and suggests policies in developing, 
implementing, and evaluating HIV/AIDS education programs targeted at college and 
university level students.

trust anD transformation: women’s experienCes Choosing miDwifery anD home 
birth in ontario
Shawna DiFilippo

Since becoming provincially regulated and funded in 1993, the demand for midwifery care 
in Ontario has grown significantly. Currently, more than 10% of women receive primary 
care from midwives (Ontario Midwifery Program, MOHLTC, 2012). Although just less than 
20% per cent of midwife-attended births are home births, having this choice of birthplace 
is regarded as a “cornerstone” of the midwifery model and its committment to woman-
centred care (MacDonald, 2007; OMP, MOHLTC, 2012).

This presentation discusses findings from qualitative master’s research shedding light on 
women’s experiences choosing midwife-attended home birth in Ontario. Using a critical 
feminist approach I conducted in-depth, semi-structured interviews with seven women 
who recently planned midwife-attended home births, to explore how their decisions were 
situated in their broader life experiences.

I found that for the women in this study the decision to give birth at home with midwives 
was a transformative process that required challenging the dominant medical view of birth 
that promotes fear and assigns low value to women’s birth experiences. The women’s 
decision-making depended on them honouring their holistic view of a ‘good birth’, which 
included meaningful experiences for themselves and their families in addition to more 
narrowly defined healthy outcomes. It also depended on the women gathering and 
trusting knowledge from a variety of sources that enabled them to validate the safety and 
advantages of home birth and identify false logic rationalizing normative hospital birth. 
By questioning the status quo of hospital birth and envisioning alternatives grounded in 
their own priorities and values, the women were empowered as knowledgeable decision-
makers and active agents in their birth experiences.
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religious patriarChal values obstruCt banglaDeshi rural women’s human rights
Kazi Rouf

Bangladesh is a highly patriarchal Muslim dominated society where men make household 
decisions and have property rights. Patriarchy and religious customary laws, private 
and public realm, gender division of labour, and colonization contribute to women’s 
subordinate position in Bangladesh.  Women are stereotyped as passive, docile, silent, 
illiterate, and keeps them invisible, voiceless, choice-less, faceless and as objects of men 
in the society. This gender-based discrimination in Bangladesh has eroded 67 million 
women’s fundamental rights to life. 67% of women live under the poverty line. This paper 
will argue gendered division of labor; patriarchy and religious customary laws and values 
have denied Bangladeshi women access to equal rights.

Customary laws dominate rural women, who are governed by the rural religious male 
elites.  This promotes a dichotomy of private and public realm, which in turn is barrier to 
women’s participation in economic activity outside home. Women are not economically 
independent in the family, which, means they suffer from poverty and struggle to fulfill 
their basic needs like: food, clothing, shelters, education, and health. 

Changing customary law, modifying traditional Muslim and Hindu laws, and women 
having equal access to property rights and income-generating strategies are needed to 
improve women’s access to the legal system to address the violation of human rights and 
to improve Muslim family laws in Bangladesh.  Gender balance adult women education 
and women’s empowerment advocacy can enable women to oppose the authoritative 
patriarchal power structures and customary religious laws through collective networking 
and action. With these aims, Grameen Bank Sixteen decision campaign and group-based 
credit program creates opportunities for poor women in Bangladesh to find free from 
male dependence.

Journeys in Wellbeing, Mindfulness, and Survival
Room 4-420

minDful navigation from alienation to self-aCtualisation at work
Suwimon Phaetthayanan

The concept of mindfulness has not been widely applied to organizational studies in 
theory and practice. Mindfulness refers to “a state of psychological freedom that occurs 
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when attention remains quiet and limber, without attachment to any particular point-of-
view” (Martin, 1997, pp. 291-292). Despite constraints at work, I believe workers can gain 
benefits from mindfulness meditation to guide their work through conflicts and joy within 
the capitalist mode of production and control strategy because mindfulness practice 
allows them to attach and detach themselves to and from their work. Yet, how might 
skills of mindfulness meditation be transferred to the secular context of everyday work 
activities? I will theoretically study how the concept of mindfulness can be integrated into 
the dynamic work process as an empowerment strategy, analysing how this practice may 
transform workers’ work experience from alienation from work - or mindlessness - towards 
self-actualisation of the meaning of their work - or mindfulness. By self-actualisation, I 
mean a realisation of their self in relation to their work, their intrinsic goals and potentials 
in their work process, and how they achieve those goals through mindful learning with 
free will. I aim to develop mindful learning theory by using insight meditation, given that 
insight meditation empowers workers to observe themselves in their present experience 
of work in unity physically, spiritually and mentally, and connects workers’ personal values 
and beliefs or life wisdom to work vision.

‘well-being eDuCation’ - an integrative approaCh to fostering stuDents’ emotional 
anD mental health
Emily McInnes

Growing concern over students’ emotional and mental health has led to an abundance 
of varying and overlapping theories and terminologies that focus on promoting student’s 
psychological, social and emotional well-being.  The nebulous nature of the term 
‘well-being’ results in numerous ways educators and practitioners are translating their 
definitions into pedagogical strategies and classroom practices.  As a result, it becomes 
challenging to compare findings across studies, or analyze the benefits or limitations of 
any one practice.

In order to achieve a clear discussion of these ideas and general trends among popular 
schools of thought, the present paper places foremost theories under an umbrella term: 
‘Well-Being Education’.  A multi-case study was conducted to investigate how practicing 
teachers interpret the term ‘well-being’ and how their interpretations influence the 
ways in which they promote their students’ emotional, psychological, and mental well-
being in classrooms.  Evidence was collected through comprehensive semi-structured 
interviews with four Toronto secondary school teachers to examine their perceptions and 
proficiencies, as well as evaluative methods for determining present states of student well-
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being.  Current literature is placed in context with participants’ knowledge and experience 
of prevailing practices in order to explore how best to support student well-being both 
authentically and realistically. 

on the lighteD path: unCovering the spiritual anD emboDieD Dimensions of personal 
transformation
Saeeda N. NoorIlahi

This work-in-progress research will explore the significance of spirituality and embodiment 
in women after a personal health crisis. It aims to explore how women engage introspectively 
with their spiritual sense of self, their body’s way of knowing and the universe around 
them as they move towards well-being. Thus, the overall purpose of this research is to 
deeply explore the learning, knowledge creation and meaning making that emerges when 
women survivors establish a relationship with their spiritual and embodied beings. This 
qualitative work will rely on Narrative and Feminist inquiry to honour the stories of women 
who have survived a health crisis. The implications of this work include contributing to 
literature that values holistic learning, the spiritual self and body as legitimate sites of 
learning and their role in personal transformation and triumph for survival.

“umeeD” (hope): exploring the health experienCes of minority women in toronto
M. Syed

This work-in-progress will explore how minority women who are breast cancer survivors 
in Toronto manage their survivorship journey after surgery and treatment. Specifically, I 
am interested in conceptualizing the impact of Breast Cancer on their daily lives and how 
they understand their survivor identity post-cancer. This work will rely on feminist and 
anti-racist theory to relate standpoints of breast cancer survivor participants to North 
American breast cancer and health discourse. Using feminist research methods, I hope to 
uncover issues of gendered governance, regulation and oppression through breast cancer 
discourse and its impact on minority women. I also hope to critically examine how these 
women see themselves represented in mainstream breast cancer imagery and messaging 
and how they navigate the Canadian health care system. Implications for this work include 
using this knowledge to inform Social Work education and professional practice with 
diverse populations.
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young ChilDren sCan own- anD other-raCe faCes Differently
Chao Super Hu, Qiandong Wang, Genyue Fu, Paul Quinn, Kang Lee

Visual experience plays an important role in the development of facial processing. 
Extensive behavioral and neural evidence suggests that the processing of own-race faces 
differs from that of other-race faces in both adults and infants. However, little eye-tracking 
research has been devoted to understanding differences between own- and other-race 
face processing in children. In our study, 83 Chinese children (49 males) aged from 48 to 
80 months and 31 Chinese adults (15 males) aged from 19 years to 26 years were asked 
to remember six female Chinese faces and six female Caucasian faces. None of them had 
any direct contact with foreign individuals. Participants’ eye movements when viewing 
the faces were recorded by a Tobii eye-tracker.

Results showed that regardless of face race, adults’ proportional fixation durations on 
the nose were significantly higher than those of children; adults’ saccade counts were 
also significantly greater than those of children (Figure 1.Row 3). Regardless of participant 
age, proportional fixation duration on the eyes of Chinese faces was significantly lower 
than that on the eyes of Caucasian faces, whereas proportional fixation duration on the 
nose and mouth of Chinese faces was significantly higher than that on the nose and 
mouth of Caucasian faces(Figure 1.Column 3). In addition, participants’ saccade counts 
and amplitude on Chinese faces were significantly lower than those on Caucasian faces, 
suggesting less cognitive effort with processing the familiar own-race faces. In contrast, 
pupil diameters were significantly greater when viewing Chinese faces than Caucasian 
faces, indicating a visual preference for the familiar own-race faces.

These results suggest that abundance of visual experience with own-race faces and the 
lack of it with other-race faces may lead both children and adults to use different facial 
processing strategies when viewing own- and other-race faces.
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the influenCe of parenting styles on prosoCial lie-telling behavior
Sarah Lynn Anderson, Megan Brunet, Kang Lee

Though lie-telling is usually discouraged and thought to be socially inappropriate, prosocial 
lie-telling, or lying to protect another’s feelings, is seen as desirable and expected in 
many social situations. Although past research has established that lie-telling is part of 
typical child development and increases in frequency with age, we are currently unsure 
of how the development of prosocial lying is impacted by parenting. Theories related to 
parenting (Baumrind, 1966) have outlined three general categories of parenting styles: 
authoritative (encourages exploration of feelings and maturity), authoritarian (strict and 
restrictive), and permissive (lenient and indulgent). The present study attempts to fill 
a gap in the literature by investigating the frequency with which children tell prosocial 
lies by using a paradigm where children were given an undesirable gift and asked if they 
liked it. Additionally, parents were given a questionnaire that investigates their parenting 
styles (authoritative, authoritarian, permissive). Preliminary results revealed that children 
whose parents showed a more authoritarian style of parenting were nearly 15 times less 
likely to tell a prosocial lie, though parents with a more permissive style were 4 times more 
likely to have a child who told a prosocial lie. Interestingly, parents who rated themselves 
as authoritative and thus, encourage children to be independent, have children who were 
6 times less likely to tell a prosocial lie. Results will inform parents and professionals, such 
as social workers, teachers, and psychologists, of how parenting styles may impact the 
development of prosocial lie-telling behaviour among children.

Colour, shape anD sounD: a new system of musiC notation
Mitchell Wong

The present paper introduces a new system of music notation that uses colours and shapes 
to represent musical ideas. Using five colours and four basic shapes, the system is able to 
communicate the pitch, rhythm and harmony of music ranging from the very simple to 
the very complex. Created by the author of the paper, Mitchell Wong, this system has 
proven to be an efficient and intuitive means through which to teach music to elementary 
school students.

The system was implemented in a grade 5/6 music class through an exploratory case study 
in 2012. Through an anecdotal comparison based on the researcher’s prior professional 
experience, it was shown to significantly increase the rate at which students learned to 
read notated music. Moreover, it was shown to give students an increased opportunity to 
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be creative with their music making. Students, for example, were able to easily compose 
their own melodies by “colouring in” a series of shapes.

The objectives of the paper are to describe the basic workings of the system, to discuss 
its implications in the music classroom, and to discuss the results obtained in the study. It 
will suggest that the proposed system has the potential to raise student achievement in 
music by presenting it in a way that is more efficient, creative and fun. It’s time for Ontario 
teachers to “take the lead” in music education by exploring innovative ways in which to 
read, write and create their art.

staff anD parent perspeCtives of nature & physiCal aCtivity at a Camp for ChilDren 
with exCeptionalities
John Benjamin Blakey, Rory Coughlan

Audio interviews of camp staff and caregivers were analyzed with a qualitative 
psychological methodology primarily in order to investigate the effects of contact with 
nature and physical activity. Participants included camp staff and caregivers from a camp 
for youth with ADHD, learning disabilities, and autism spectrum disorders. Results are 
discussed in terms of both contact with nature and physical activity, as well as social skills 
development, learning, challenging oneself, and trying new things.

literaCy anD the soCial Context: voiCes of immigrant aDolesCents living in an urban 
marginalizeD Community
Linda Iwenofu, Esther Geva

Many initiatives worldwide have examined and aspired to improve conditions for 
literacy development among children and youth in public education. However, there is 
a dearth of endeavors to systematically and comprehensively account for the unique 
complexities of populations of multilingual, culturally diverse adolescent students living 
in urban, marginalized settings (Cumming & Author, 2012)1. The literacy achievement of 
such adolescents is of particular concern due to marked differences in their academic 
achievement (Toronto District School Board Urban Diversity Strategy, 2008)2, that 
then impact on life and career opportunities. The objective of the present study was 
to assess the joint individual, pedagogical, family, school and community variables that 
impact adolescents’ literacy development using an ecological framework as a guide for 
inquiry (Bronfenbrenner, 1979)3. Student achievement was assessed after participation 
in an intensive, empirically-based tutor-led literacy intervention targeted at two critical 
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areas of youth literacy – academic vocabulary and reading comprehension. Participants 
were adolescents in Grades 9 to 11 residing in an urban, economically underprivileged 
community in Toronto, and were involved in the local Pathways to Education program 
(a program that provides various educational, financial and social supports to students 
who are at risk of not reaching their full academic potential (www.pathwaystoeducation.
ca)). By conducting one-on-one semi-structured interviews with 29 adolescents to gain 
their personal insights on relevant contextual experiences, this research has thus far 
elucidated the critical roles of peer influences, the student-tutor relationship, home 
literacy experiences and cultural identity, on the acquisition of academic vocabulary and 
reading comprehension among youth who are at-risk of dropping out of high school. 
These findings are indicative of some of the multiple sources of literacy development 
that can facilitate the academic achievement (and ultimately the economic and personal 
advancement) of adolescents in urban, marginalized settings.

family funCtioning anD Cumulative risks among immigrant populations: a within- 
anD between-family analysis
Sofia Puente

Introduction: Families faced with overwhelming stressors often have few psychosocial 
resources and social support systems, which can threaten their psychological wellbeing, 
and impede their ability to parent in an equitable fashion (Evans et al., 2007; Jenkins, 
Rasbash & O’Connor, 2003; Rutter, 2003). This proposal explores the impact that an 
accumulation of risks has on parenting practices, focusing specifically on the extent to 
which parenting is differentially expressed both within and between families, and examine 
the ways in which immigration history may moderate this relationship.

Methodology: A composite of cumulative risk is used to target psychosocial variables, 
including socioeconomic status (SES), parental mental health, marital status, parental 
education, and maternal history of abuse (Evans et al., 2007). Using multilevel modeling, 
parenting is decomposed into between-family variance (level 2) and within-family variance 
(level 1), the latter being a quantification of differential parenting (i.e. more within-family 
variance means children in a family are treated more differently). A moderation analysis 
is conducted whereby the effect of cumulative risk on differential parenting is allowed to 
vary as a function of immigrant status.

Hypothesis: It is hypothesized that living below the poverty line poses a unique set of 
risks for immigrants, perhaps attributable to factors such as social mobility, residential 
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history, and settlement patterns (Leventhal & Brooks-Gunn, 2003). Moving from one 
location to another for immigrants may represent a positive life transition that outweighs 
the negative impact of contextual adversities, and thus the parenting of immigrants will 
be less impacted under high-risk settings compared to non-immigrants.

*Results: Preliminary Results are in progress.

stuDent attituDes towarDs native anD non-native frenCh speaking teaChers in 
ontario: master’s thesis
Sarah Kipp-Ferguson

For the past twenty years, many studies have investigated the benefits of, and attitudes 
towards, Native speaking (NS) and Non-native speaking (NNS) teachers of English. Although 
the aims of many of these studies claim to “empower” the NNS teacher and support the 
“native speaker fallacy”, public acceptance and ideological shifts have been slow to follow.

I argue that non-native French speaking teachers (NNFSTs) in Ontario are, in part, 
viewed and valued by the ‘nativeness’ of their French. Through the implementation of 
questionnaires and focus group interviews, I hope to gain a better perspective on the 
attitudes of core French (CF) students towards native French speaking teachers (NFSTs) 
and NNFSTs, with an emphasis on how the participants define the native speaker (NS) 
construct, an area largely uninvestigated in past research.

In situating the study, I will discuss issues arising from Canada’s bilingual status, in which 
French is a minority language in the majority of the country. By extrapolating arguments 
found in the idea of world Englishes, I hope to shed light on the attitudes towards different 
‘Frenches’ and how this can further problematize the divisive NS versus NNS debate within 
French language teachers.

Being a NNFST in Ontario is very much a lived reality for many teaching the subject. Insight 
into how they are perceived, as well as how the NS construct is defined, can help support 
teaching, student outcomes and the program in general, as well as potentially influence 
policy and pedagogy in the future.
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a Comparative Case stuDy of approaChes to teChnologiCal integration in two k-12 
sChools in toronto, CanaDa
Curtis Wang

Many educators agree that technology has great potential to revolutionize education by 
shifting the focus of instruction from teaching content to promoting 21st Century skills 
such as critical thinking and knowledge construction. Yet, perceptions vary greatly as 
to how such a shift should be achieved. In some schools, technology has only extended 
canonical aspects of the traditional classroom, whereby the teacher unilaterally delivers 
lectures and sets aside separate work periods in the computer lab. In others, technology 
has been seamlessly integrated into the curriculum and significantly enhanced instructors’ 
operational efficiency and student performance. This qualitative study compares 
frameworks for ICT integration in two Toronto K-12 schools, renowned as leaders in the 
contemporary educational technology movement. Both of these schools implement 1:1 
laptop programs and benefit from dedicated ICT Integration Departments that provide 
students with diverse learning experiences in technology. Interviews with the schools’ 
head ICT integrators reveal that classroom practices and specific uses of technology differ, 
despite common goals to bring relevant, contextualized instruction. This indicates that 
successful technological frameworks are not only a function of its constituent parts—
humans, computers, and human-computer interactions—but also of the broader school 
culture and infrastructure in which it is implemented. Ultimately, these findings highlight 
two viable models of ICT integration for other schools and school boards to learn from as 
they contemplate future steps for designing technological programs.

you’re beautiful, now Change: the impaCt of romantiC relationships on a woman’s 
boDy DissatisfaCtion, anD eating patterns
Ammaar Kidwai

Romantic relationships are one of the most important relationships a woman will develop 
in her life. Societal ideals regarding the beauty norm center on thinness as attractive. As 
such, women are often socialized to believe a thin body type is desirable thus influencing 
the way they feel about their bodies and encouraging them to engage in behaviours to 
attain that beauty expectation. These behaviours are even more evident in romantic 
relationships, where women may feel pressure to maintain a thin body type in order to 
remain attractive to their partner. To date, few studies investigate the implications of how 
the quality of a romantic relationship influences both a woman’s body dissatisfaction and 
engagement in unhealthy dietary behaviours and even fewer studies investigate these 
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relationships amongst lesbian women. The current study included 207 women who 
ranged in age from 18-30, were in a relationship (neither married nor engaged) for 6 
months or longer, and identified as either being attracted to the same sex or opposite sex. 
Results of the study indicated a significant effect of higher levels of body dissatisfaction 
between both negative relationship quality, and increased engagement in unhealthy 
dietary behaviours. In addition, self-silencing was found to be a significant mediator in the 
relationship between relationship quality and both body dissatisfaction and unhealthy 
dietary behaviours. Limitations of the study, and directions for future research will be 
discussed.

the writer’s workshop
Sarah E. Truman

In “The Writer’s Workshop,” I will transport parts of my home writing environment – 
including my antique traveling salesman’s desk, my altar and meditation cushions, and 
Chinese tea set – into OISE and re/create a writing space.

Many writers have specific writing environments, and “rituals” they use to inspire their 
practice and to generate writing moods. Although writing is often referred to as a “mental” 
event, my research-creation performance examines writing as an embodied and emplaced 
act. Sarah Pink (2009) describes emplacement as the sensuous relationship between 
body-mind-environment; in my experience, the physical environment/assemblage can 
affect my writing process.

Underscoring the importance of embodiment and place in researching the practices of 
writing in education, this presentation will use the performance format of myself (an 
author, English teacher and contemplative practitioner) practicing meditation and writing 
in order to conceptualize deleuzeguattarian theories of assemblages (Deleuze & Guattari, 
1987). Assemblages are ways to think about properties and events emerging from the 
interactions between myriad parts. Through assemblage theory, the body/mind/word 
interact with and have various capacities to affect other bodies and other assemblages.

In the performance, “The Writer’s Workshop,” I will invite audience members to join in 
the creation of space, write, contemplate, and discuss the “Workshop”.

My performed and interactive “research-creation” will provide an emplaced account 
of assemblage theory and writing/contemplative practices at work in the “classroom 



2013 Dean’s Graduate Student Research Conference96

environment,” and further contemporary discourse on the effect of aesthetic space and 
contemplation on learners’ writing and creativity.

experiential learning for soCial justiCe 
Olethea Pimenta

Creating communal experiences is one of the quickest ways to create community in a 
classroom, that tied in with a social justice curriculum allows students to critically engage 
not just their minds but also socially and emotionally. 
These communal experiences usually occur as field trips or performing service acts as a 
class but I will investigating experiential learning that is done in the classroom to motivate 
students and create an environment that fosters critical thinking and understanding 
around issues of social justice. 
I will be interviewing teachers who through experience with different NGO’s have used 
exercises, games or role-play in their classroom to move beyond a factual understanding 
of events. 

The data for this research will be based on interviewing teachers who teach the arts 
(History/English) who create curriculum around issues of social justice and are passionate 
about creating community in their classroom. 

Areas of inquiry include  student engagement and understanding and merits of group 
learning.  
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Muriel Fung Student Acheivement Award
Presentation of award by Graduate Students’ Association
18:10-18:20 

Dialogical Keynote Address
18:20-19:30

Education for real success: Breaking the cycle of colonialism

Dr. John-Peter Portelli and Dr. Suzanne L. Stewart
OISE Library (The event will be streamed online)

Reception
19:30-21:00
Nexus Lounge

Refreshments served.
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Friday, March 22, 2013

8:30 Registration and Light Breakfast, Room 5-210

Session 6
9:00-10:30

Global Perspectives on Higher Education Governance
Room 5-230

governing higher eDuCation: towarD a post-neoliberal agenDa?
Christian Noumi

This paper analyses the implications of development paradigms for higher education 
governance around the world, by drawing examples from countries with different levels 
of economic development. Using an analytical approach, I borrow the concepts of centre 
and periphery, defined in economic and social terms, to explore at first how dependency 
and modernization theories translate into postsecondary education; then I point to the 
failure of each paradigm to account for the diversity in higher education development in 
many countries.

The analysis then presents what appears to be a trend towards a new development 
paradigm in higher education, which identifies the failures of neoliberalism in postsecondary 
education, and incorporates positive elements of modernization and dependency 
frameworks of analysis in decision-making. The literature on higher education is rich of 
accounts on the trend towards the marketization of postsecondary education and the 
increasing pressure on every constituency of the sector to provide return for public funds. 
Despite the increase narrative of the idea of accountability, there appears to be a slow 
down of the neoliberal agenda inside higher education, and in many instances, decisions 
are made with considerations for social repercussions.

However, a measure of caution is warranted as many authors have argued that what 
appears to be the emergence of a post-neoliberal agenda in higher education might be an 
illusion, as the dominant institutional framework in our society is still largely neoliberal.
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issues of ‘shareD governanCe’ in moDern-Day universities: refleCtions anD 
misConCeptions arounD the notion in the post-soviet area higher eDuCation setting
Artur Khoyetsyan

The paper discusses issues of shared governance in centralized and decentralized 
systems of higher education. Shared governance is not a new concept but recognized by 
managers in higher education as an effective and inevitable way to govern the institutions 
democratically. The notion of shared governance in the paper is viewed in relation to 
democracy development. The concept becomes sometimes controversial and is not 
perceived and understood by faculty and administrators equally. The main pillars of shared 
governance it is based upon are:  (a) decentralized approach to power; (b) participation 
of all the stakeholders in decision-making within an organization; (c) shared responsibility 
and distributed leadership. One way of looking at shared governance in the paper is the 
context in which this model of governance is played out. The purpose is to shed some 
light on existing perceptions on the notion of ‘shared governance’ in general, and when 
enacting power from the perspective of fundamentally different traditions of governance 
in higher education system, i.e. Post-Soviet (case study of Armenia) in particular. A case of 
actual decision making practice is illustrated in the paper on the example of institutional 
governance at Yerevan State Linguistic University (YSLU) in Armenia. One of the key 
research questions the paper attempts to answer is whether the shared governance a 
‘stand-out concept’ freed from any associated determinants and external factors and 
confined only to the institutional setting.

builDing trust through Co-management: Case stuDy of the university of northern 
british Columbia
Cynthia Christina Louise Field

This case study looks at the literature regarding governance arrangements of research 
agreements between First Nation communities and organizations with the University of 
Northern British Columbia (UNBC). The title of this paper is “Building Trust through Co-
Management: Case study of the University of Northern British Columbia.” This paper is 
intended to be part of a panel discussion on Higher Education Governance.

Using a case study approach within a framework of post-colonialism, this study is primarily 
a literature review regarding UNBC’s co-management agreements with local communities. 
The literature review includes institutional documentation, academic journal articles, and 
conference papers. Additional context is provided by a review of literature regarding post-
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colonialism and the legacy of colonial research, as well as ethical research guidelines. 

Within a post-colonial lens, this study provides a discussion of the available literature 
regarding co-management agreements at the University of Northern British Columbia 
(UNBC). UNBC initiated several unique co-management agreements that offer many 
benefits for sustaining the trust of local communities. These unique arrangements deserve 
some attention in terms of the institutional challenges, as well as the opportunities 
for building and maintaining trust. This paper offers policy recommendations on four 
main challenges: sustaining trust, copyright, academic freedom, and graduate program 
timelines.

governanCe reforms in the netherlanDs: a gramsCian analysis of stuDent 
involvement in university DeCision-making
Kamaljeet Singh

Over the last 20 years, the Dutch public system has been consumed by neoliberalism and 
the relentless pursuit for progress through decentralization, which has allowed higher 
education institutions to freely choose their own organizational structure (Karsten, 
1999). According to de Boer (2006), with this ideological shift towards the market in 
the Netherlands, universities have been encouraged to ‘sell’ their services and there is 
a greater emphasis placed on third party funding, the differentiation of tuition fees, and 
student vouchers for education. This has led to a form of ‘new managerialism’ through 
the construction of new forms of identity, hierarchy, and rationality in universities and the 
emergence of universities as ‘corporate actors’ (de Boer, Enders & Leisyte, 2007). I argue 
that new internal (or institutional) governance arrangements in Dutch higher education 
are a consequence of recent external (or system) governance reforms, which have in 
turn, resulted in an imbalance of power within universities, as they are not designed to 
sufficiently engage students in decision-making processes. Accordingly, this paper provides 
a critical review of recent Dutch higher education governance reforms through the lens of 
Gramsci’s notion of hegemony, with a particular focus on the role of students in decision-
making processes at Dutch universities.



2013 Dean’s Graduate Student Research Conference 101

Encountering Race in Theory, Film, and Lived Experience
Room 5-240

“visible minority”: to be or not to be? how raCializeD teaChers unDerstanD equity 
initiatives 
Robin Liu Hopson

Ontario is Canada’s most racially diverse province with an estimated 2.7 million individuals 
who identified themselves as a “visible minority” in the 2006 census. While a significant 
number of educational researchers and policies have responded to these changing 
demographics by endorsing the hiring of a teaching staff that is reflective the racial diversity 
of the student population, it is crucial to reflect on what these educators bring to schools 
past representation. Numerous scholars have claimed that teachers of colour will be 
cultural ambassadors in the classroom and advocates of an anti-racist education; however, 
these assumptions are dangerous and risk the homogenization of a group that has already 
been minoritized and racialized by the public. In this paper, I pose the central question, 
“How do racialized minority teachers understand the existing dominant discourses in 
education on equity and anti-racism?” To conduct this investigation, I employed two 
qualitative research methods: policy analysis to review educational documents relating 
to equity and anti-racism in schools, in addition to semi-structured individual interviews 
with 20 full-time racial minority teachers across the Greater Toronto Area. Using an anti-
racist theoretical framework to guide my analysis, the results of my study provide insights 
about the current dominant discourses on equity and diversity and how these concepts 
are reflected in schools and understood by its educators. Above all, I believe that it is 
crucial to explore questions of equity and diversity with the individuals we often read 
about second-hand, but whose firsthand perspectives are scarcely ever heard.

blaCkness: the art of faCt anD the DesponDenCy of theft
Loren Ola Delaney

The paper centers around the conceptualization of Blackness as a moral, metaphysical, 
material and theoretical dillema.The discussion implicates race, class and gender in 
mitigating social structures and relations that at once usher in and depose Blackness in 
order to constitute what many come to understand and adhere as White supremacy. It 
is our intention to smash what is the common sense ideology surrounding Blackness to 
engage with what Frantz Fanon expressed as the Rhythmic Spirit (1952/2008). The paper 
uses primarily a Fanonian lens to engage the aforementioned. To conclude, we posit that 
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Blackness can not be made and thus substantiate others in and for whiteness, for this is 
a grave unjustice, one that formulates the heinous theft that is the foundation of racism.

Does raCe anD sexuality matter in aging? exploring the raCializeD anD sexual 
minority position of elDerly filipino gay men in CanaDa
Fritz Luther Pino

Canada is facing an aging population. This is due to the fact that Canada’s ‘baby boomers’ 
are already in the age of 65 +. In fact, it has been predicted that by 2026, 1 in 5 Canadians will 
be 65 years old and over (Health Canada, 2002). Such an aging population, however, is also 
becoming more diverse. Of the total Canadian senior population, 28.4 % are immigrants 
with 5% of Asian descent (Durst, 2005). Overall, 7.2 % of the senior populations are visible 
minorities and this is expected to increase in the years to come (Census Canada, 2001, 
as cited in Durst, 2005). Such diversity has produced scholarly works on diverse aging 
experiences. However, experiences of elderly Canadians who identify as both a racialized 
immigrant and a sexual minority are understudied. Since aging is not a monolithic concept 
but shaped by socio-historical factors including sexuality and race, a racialized and sexual 
minority position marked by oppression and marginalization may then impact later life 
experiences.

Using critical race and queer of colour perspective as an interpretative lens, this paper 
presents a critical review of the literature of race and sexuality in aging studies in Canada. 
Arguing that race and sexuality are mutually linked, this paper then examines how a 
racialized and a sexual minority position impact later life experiences by exploring the 
subject position of elderly Filipino gay men. At the end, suggestions and implications for 
future research on racialized sexual minority elders are discussed.

monsters anD the minD: early film anD raCism
Elizabeth Peden

While school is certainly a place where education occurs, it is important to consider 
that education occurs both inside and outside of traditional institutions. Film, as a non-
traditional site of learning, has always held the potential to impact the viewing audience 
and their perceptions of race. Since the early days of film, racist ideologies have been 
repeatedly presented to moviegoers in film and in order to break this repetitive cycle, these 
ideologies must be disrupted. By examining Freud and the “uncanny” (1919), Kristeva 
and the “alien” (1991) and Kearney and the “monstrous” (2003), this paper examines 
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how this triad worked to target early film audiences and their subconscious beliefs and 
fears surrounding race. The role of Italian American immigrant Rudolph Valentino as Sheik 
Ahmed in the 1921 film The Sheik will be used as an example of the anxieties surrounding 
race and skin colour that reflected the social, political and ideological parameters of early 
20th century American culture and how these anxieties were internalized by the viewing 
audience. What surmounted beliefs within us about difference in skin colour do we find 
so disturbing and why do they generate such feelings of alienation toward the Other? 
How does a human being’s skin colour come to be viewed as a monstrosity? Only, through 
a combination of both thoughtful analysis and consideration on how a given society 
functions and comes to its understanding of normalcy, film can begin to educate in a more 
responsible manner.

Reimagining Literacy Education
Room 5-250

CritiCal literaCy: an exploration into stuDent learning anD teaCher perCeptions
Yael Leibovitch

My presentation proposal for the Dean’s Conference draws largely from my Master of 
Teaching project, in which I investigate the range and variation of how educators develop 
a critical literacy framework. In this study I explore how we, as educators, invite students 
to share their lived experiences and personal narratives in the English classroom. More 
specifically, I interrogate how five intermediate and secondary school Toronto teachers 
encourage students—through classroom discussion and activities—to reflect upon 
and problematize the role that power and privilege play in their own lives. Rather than 
present social justice as a dichotomous issue between the  “haves” “have not’s” of 
society, I am interested in our pedagogical capacity to challenge traditional binaries and 
one-dimensional readings of privilege, to arrive at a place of social critique and shared 
humanity.

As I interrogate the sociopolitical currency of today’s education rhetoric, I pay particular 
attention to the role that teacher self-perceptions and notions of identity play in 
producing a meaningful critical literacy curriculum. More specifically, I am interested in 
how teachers’ understanding of themselves as political actors works to support different 
ways of knowing, empathy, and critical reflection, within the heterogeneous communities 
of intermediate and secondary school English classrooms. Findings of this study will 
contribute to understandings of how to best support student literacy learning in an 
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authentic and meaningful fashion.

getting graphiC: juxtaposing text anD image in the high sChool Classroom
Samantha Butwell

In the 21st century, the definition of literacy has expanded to refer to a flexible, plural 
communications landscape that includes much more than traditional print texts. Working 
within multimodal and multiliteracy frameworks, the present paper examines visual 
literacy—more specifically, the juxtaposition of text and image—in the high school English 
classroom, and the affordances and challenges that can accompany its implementation.

The study focuses on comics because of their ability to provide a foundation in which 
meaning can be generated by verbal language, iconographic language, and the different 
modes of interplay between both. Comics also acted as a way to unpack and investigate 
a number of assumptions and issues regarding engagement with and practices of literacy 
in high school English classrooms. Evidence was collected through qualitative, semi-
structured interviews with a number of high school English teachers. Upon completion of 
the interviews, the findings were put in dialogue with a survey of current research relating 
to the topic of visual literacy to uncover significant themes and trends in the treatment of 
comics—and the juxtaposition of image and text in general—in the classroom.

Ultimately, the paper aims to find an audience in classroom teachers and researchers of 
multiple literacies, offering practical recommendations that can be readily employed in 
practice.

integrating stuDents’ realities into literaCy lessons: a holistiC approaCh
Talia Pagniello

The Ontario Ministry of Education appreciates that strong foundational skills in literacy 
are important to the development and accomplishments of every child, so it is essential 
for teachers to establish strong literacy programs in their classrooms. This qualitative 
study examines the use of literacy lessons that incorporate students’ realities as part of an 
effective literacy program. Two elementary teachers working at schools in Toronto were 
interviewed on their classroom literacy practices and the findings are presented in case 
studies. Results showed that both teachers plan their lessons to involve their students’ 
realities because they hold this as a strong part of their philosophy of teaching, with one 
focusing on the environment and the other on collaboration and reflection. Each participant 
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outlined the strategies she employs to achieve this educational style. The strategies 
utilized include taking the class outside, providing students with choice, making cross-
curricular connections, incorporating current events, involving students in the planning 
process, and making changes to plans as necessary. The participants outlined challenges 
that they faced as a result of planning their lessons in this manner, but both noted that the 
value of doing so outweighed these challenges. The participants found that incorporating 
their students’ realities into their literacy lessons led to increased engagement and deeper 
learning for their students, as well as feelings of fulfillment for themselves. The successes 
outlined by both participants demonstrate that taking this approach to literacy instruction 
in any classroom would make for an effective literacy program.

a seCret eDge: a narrative inquiry into the role of the novel in the Desires anD 
survival strategies of lgbtq stuDents
Jeff Daniel Lloyd

My research objectives are to find out what role literacy plays in the survival strategies and 
desires of LGBTQ students and to call for a more creative way of linking sexuality education 
and literacy in schools. Gay straight alliances have been mandated in Ontario schools 
but sexuality education has not become truly queer or sex positive. As a gay teacher, I 
live the life of fear and danger that LGBTQ students and teachers live as described by 
Callaghan (2007) and Taylor and Peter (2009) in their research projects on LGBTQ people 
in Canadian schools.  Surviving these traumatizing experiences compels LGBTQ students to 
use creative strategies, a queer way of reading novels may be one of these strategies. My 
theoretical framework consists of integrative feminist, psychoanalytic and queer theories. 
My methodology for this project is narrative inquiry. I am planning to interview adult 
students about what novels they read or have read to cope with the trauma associated 
with gendered and sexual oppression. We will also share reading journals about these 
novels.
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Technology in the Classroom
Room 5-260

a Comparative Case stuDy of approaChes to teChnologiCal integration in two k-12 
sChools in toronto, CanaDa
Curtis Wang

Many educators agree that technology has great potential to revolutionize education by 
shifting the focus of instruction from teaching content to promoting 21st Century skills 
such as critical thinking and knowledge construction. Yet, perceptions vary greatly as 
to how such a shift should be achieved. In some schools, technology has only extended 
canonical aspects of the traditional classroom, whereby the teacher unilaterally delivers 
lectures and sets aside separate work periods in the computer lab. In others, technology 
has been seamlessly integrated into the curriculum and significantly enhanced instructors’ 
operational efficiency and student performance. This qualitative study compares 
frameworks for ICT integration in two Toronto K-12 schools, renowned as leaders in the 
contemporary educational technology movement. Both of these schools implement 1:1 
laptop programs and benefit from dedicated ICT Integration Departments that provide 
students with diverse learning experiences in technology. Interviews with the schools’ 
head ICT integrators reveal that classroom practices and specific uses of technology differ, 
despite common goals to bring relevant, contextualized instruction. This indicates that 
successful technological frameworks are not only a function of its constituent parts—
humans, computers, and human-computer interactions—but also of the broader school 
culture and infrastructure in which it is implemented. Ultimately, these findings highlight 
two viable models of ICT integration for other schools and school boards to learn from as 
they contemplate future steps for designing technological programs.

teChnology anD the 21st Century learner: teaChing for the future
Caitlin Chaput

With the increasing prevalence of technology in our lives, there are new skills that are 
required to help students navigate the future successfully. There has been an increasing 
push for the use of technology in the classroom, however in many instances it is not being 
used effectively. Teachers of different generations have varying levels of comfort with 
technology as well, which makes the professional development a challenge, as one-size 
does not fit all. This qualitative study looks at the ways teachers can prepare students 
to be literate in the 21st century using an inquiry approach. It looks at the attitudes and 
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pedagogies of teachers who are incorporating technology on a regular basis. Information 
was collected and analyzed by an extensive review of the literature on the topic and through 
interviewing two teachers and one technology team leader. Analysis suggests that these 
teachers are using inquiry models and there was consensus about the skills that they find 
important: collaboration and being critical of sources. In addition, they feel comfortable 
letting students use technology that they are not familiar with, and found their greatest 
resource to be people: their social network, teaching colleagues, and students. Lastly, 
they were extremely passionate about professional development, and all had plans to 
learn new technologies within the year.

literaCy, stanDarDization, anD the Digital age: exploring the Digital literaCy praCtiCes 
of stuDents who faileD the ontario seConDary sChool literaCy test
Lotoya Jackson

The proliferation of digital technologies and adaptation by youth have undeniably 
altered concepts of literacy as traditionally understood within educational contexts. 
Within Canadian schools however, there has generally been little concerted effort to 
fundamentally acknowledge the ways that students are literate in contemporary times 
and practices such as the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test continue to treat literacy 
as only decontextualized reading and writing skills. Based on these realities, one of the 
main questions guiding this study is: What kinds of digital literacy practices are students 
who have failed the OSSLT actively participating with in out-of-school contexts? Also, what 
is the relationship between students’ digitally mediated literacy practices and school-
based expectations of students’ literacy?

This research will employ a phenomenological approach to address the aforementioned 
research concerns. Through interviews and the collection of web 2.0-related documents, 
I seek to uncover and lay bare what it means to particular students to experience literacy 
in schools during this transitional period where the digital is overtaking print in many 
domains of life and the conflicting values of these modes are becoming ever important 
and undeniable.

The work of New Literacy Studies will provide a theoretical framework that allows these 
digital practices to be seen as situated and various, taking into account students’ lived 
experiences. Further, a new literacies lens illuminates the social relations and behaviours 
that particular literacy activities entail. These activities are increasingly complex, and 
involve various modes that provide differing affordance.  This study aims to provide 
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insights into the interests of these students and contribute to a dialogue on ways to invite 
struggling students into the literacy curriculum.

the potentials of teChnology to support stuDent assessment
Catherine Mary Fujiwara

As a teacher in today’s highly advanced technological society, it is nearly impossible 
to avoid bringing technology in the classroom. Today’s youth are highly immersed in 
technology, whether it is in an online community or simply texting during class. They have 
the Internet at their fingertips and can access copious amounts of information within 
seconds. This without a doubt changes the role of the teacher and allows for a much more 
student-centered classroom environment. This in turn begs two questions; how does this 
pertain to all of the curriculum teachers need to cover and the important assessments 
and evaluations that teachers need to conduct? And how technology can be used in an 
appropriate manner in the Ontario classroom to support student learning and assessment, 
while still be used as means to actively engage the 21st century learner?

With a focus on the Ontario classroom, this study explores how technology can be used 
to support student success in assessment for, as and of learning. With this, there are 
always challenges to using technology. Several exemplary teachers in various boards 
across Ontario and have shed light on what some of these challenges are and how new 
teachers can overcome them in order to use technology in their teaching so that is a tool 
to support student learning rather than a novelty that distracts students from learning 
content. Findings of this study will contribute to the ongoing conversation of classrooms 
in the twenty-first century on teaching twenty first century skills and how this shapes 
assessment practices in Ontario.

Contributions to Community-building
Room 5-280

builDing sustainable parent leaDership for inClusive sChool Communities: a Case of 
muslim parents
Jamila Akhtar Butt

In 2009, The Ontario Ministry of education recognized and announced its commitment 
to improve parent engagement and admitted that the education system needs to create 
several new points of reinforcement in order for the “parent factor” to realize its potential.



2013 Dean’s Graduate Student Research Conference 109

This shift in policy contributed to a change in how educators perceive parental involvement 
among diverse groups of parents. There is some controversy around this issue for culturally 
diverse parents. Active parental involvement not only helps to establish an orchestrated 
home and school partnership but also facilitates their own empowerment and integration 
into Canadian society (Ryan, 2003). Culturally diverse parents currently have only limited 
roles, and are underrepresented among the ranks of parents involved with schools (Kim, 
2009). There may be valid reasons for this apathy especially among Muslims parents. Data 
collection woul be comprised of qualitative interviews with Muslim parents.

The results of the study call into question the viability and intent of current reform. 
Additionally, this study supplements the limited pool of current literature by presenting 
empirical evidence on the subject on specific group of parents in a Canadian context, with 
particular reference to the Muslim Community within GTA in Ontario.

Community serviCe learning: a growing trenD amongst CanaDian post-seConDary 
institutions
Lianne Newman

Although service learning is a concept with roots from such influential scholars as Jane 
Addams and John Dewey from the early 1900’s, the idea of community service learning 
(CSL) in Canada is fairly recent compared to the robustness of  CSL in the United States, 
with the majority of American universities taking part in service learning on some level. 
While many publically funded universities in Canada have decided to partake in service 
learning initiatives, the same cannot be said for the publically-funded college sector within 
Ontario.

This paper attempts to define the term “ community service learning”, along with other 
terms which are closely related to CSL, including: experiential learning, volunteerism, 
and community-based engagement. This paper also outlines the importance of the social 
change element for CSL experiences, outlines CSL experiences provided to students by 
three post-secondary institutions within Ontario and identifies the outcomes of service 
learning initiatives; including its contribution to a more holistic approach to student 
engagement.

In addition to outlining these aforementioned intensions of community service learning 
and how it can positively impact the student experience, I will outline a number of current 
issues associated with CSL within an educational and societal context, as well as list several 
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recommendations for improving CSL experiences which align with its original intentions.

This paper is constructed through both a constructivist and advocacy lens.

The terms “service learning” and “community service learning” have been used 
interchangeably throughout this paper.

partiCipation in arts baseD Community Development
Pamela Snell

Participation has become a buzz word across many social science disciplines. Yet, 
distilling what it means to participate is becoming increasingly problematic. In this paper 
I will explore the role of participation in arts-based community development practices by 
asking the following questions: Should we engage in a participatory process, or product, 
or both? How is this boundary blurred in artistic processes? Does participation lead to 
action and if so how does the creative process facilitate this action? Participation comes 
in many forms, from simple input to extended engagement, deciding which is most 
appropriate within a certain context is important. In this paper, I will argue that there 
is no wrong way to engage in a participatory process, but rather that ethical issues of 
representation and ownership are pitted against those of aesthetics and audience when 
deciding what participation means. I will include examples from arts-based programs 
working with, for, and about communities, offering insight into how these varying levels 
of participation are weighed, understood, and practiced. I will conclude that what 
participation means, must be defined by community members, and that arts-based 
practices although seemingly democratic are just as likely to be skewed by ideas of the 
expert/outsider, unless appropriate attention is given to ideas of participation. 

inCorporation aCt issues for revenue generating green soCial enterprises anD 
ngos transforming into green soCial enterprise miCrofinanCe institutions (mfis) in 
ontario, CanaDa
Kazi Rouf

This paper explores the issues of existing social enterprise acts and the possibility to 
have separate incorporation acts and legal framework for the revenue generating not-
for-profit green social enterprises (NPRGSEs) and for the transforming green social 
enterprise microfinance institutions (MFIs) in Ontario. This agenda is very important and 
urgent in the cutback policy era in Ontario to reduce the dependence of green social 
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enterprises on public resources as well as to develop alternative strategies for their 
internal fund mobilization process. The separate Incorporation Acts for these NPRGSEs 
would allow them to establish partnerships among private and NPRGSEs/NGOs; would 
license them to collect public deposits, pubic savings, issue bonds and invest that 
money in social enterprises development in Ontario. This investment process would 
help NPRGSEs mobilize their internal funds as well as promote green small enterprises 
and serve as a community outreach in Ontario. The earnings from this internal fund 
mobilization process would also be used by NPRGSEs for scaling up outreach programs. 
In order to make these happen, this paper recommends establishing an independent 
‘Green Social Enterprise Commission’ where solid green social enterprise polices and 
Acts would be developed and executed. The Green Social Enterprise Commission would 
also monitor the activities of the NPRGSEs and allow non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) to transform into green social enterprises MFIs.

Teacher Education: More Than Practice
Room 5-170

mapping the ConCepts of ‘teaCher professional Development’, ‘teaCher learning’, 
anD ‘teaCher Change’
Elizabeth Rosales

In the recent literature about teacher development, the concepts of ‘teacher 
professional development’, ‘teacher learning’, and ‘teacher change’ have been 
questioned and reshaped by different authors (Fraser, Kennedy, Reid & Mckinney,2007; 
Hoban, 2002; Loughran, Berry, Clemans, Keast, Miranda, Parr, Riley, & Tudball, 2011; 
Opfer & Pedder, 2011; Webster-Wright, 2009). This paper will present a literature review 
that was conducted to identify the delimitations between these three concepts.

The concepts of teacher professional development and teacher learning embrace 
different approaches (Loughran et. al., 2011). Traditionally, the concept of teacher 
professional development has been centered in the formal programs and activities 
designed for teachers. New approaches claim to include teacher learning as a central 
concept in the conceptualization of teacher professional development in order to discard 
the simplistic relations among those activities and teacher learning, and the passive role 
of teachers in their own learning (Loughran et. al., 2011; Webster-Wright, 2009).

On the other hand, it is assumed that teacher professional development leads to 
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teacher learning and change, and consequently impacts on students’ learning. This 
understanding of teacher change from A “process-product conceptualization of 
causality” (Opfer & Pedder, 2011) or a “linear approach for educational change” (Hoban, 
2002) underestimates the complexity of the relations among teacher learning, teacher 
change and students’ learning.

In sum, it seems that these recent delimitations emerge from simplistic and mechanical 
ways of understanding these concepts. In contrast, these proposed reconceptualizations 
recognize the complexities of teacher learning and teacher change in the processes of 
professional development.

soCioCultural theory as a lens for interpreting seConDary sChool mathematiCs 
pre-serviCe teaChers’ perspeCtives on their knowleDge of Content, peDagogy anD 
researCh
Alexander Antropov

Growing number of studies employ sociocultural models of pre-service teacher learning 
(Postlethwaitea  & Haggarty, 2012).  In particular, Engestrom’s  (1987) activity system 
model is often used (Beatty & Feldman, 2012).  This mixed methods research study 
utilized activity system analysis for interpreting secondary school mathematics pre-
service teachers’ perspectives on their knowledge of content, pedagogy and research.  
Based on survey outcomes, typical score case 2 and two extreme (lower and higher score) 
cases 1 and 3 were formed.  It was found that, in Case 1, pedagogy was prioritized and 
equated with providing engaging educational activities. In Case 2, participants prioritized 
content knowledge. Some of them used advanced mathematics in secondary school 
curriculum as a niche for transferring disciplinary culture with minimal adaptations.  
Others used mathematics content as a confidence and comfort island in the ocean of 
classroom challenges. In Case 3, participants prioritized research knowledge emphasizing 
its influence both on content and pedagogy.

pre-serviCe high sChool physiCal eDuCators anD inClusion: an arts-baseD exploratory 
stuDy
Derrick Tu

One of the major goals of the Ontario education system is to provide inclusive education 
by supporting students from different backgrounds in ethnicity, socio-economic status, 
gender, sexualities, and abilities.  Although policies are in place to act as guidelines, the 
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interpretation of inclusion tends to vary between policy-makers, teachers, researchers 
and related organizations.  The purpose of my thesis is to examine what arts-based 
research can reveal about intermediate/senior pre-service physical education teachers’ 
attitudes towards inclusion. Lived experiences of pre-service teachers will be historically 
contextualized through policy documents from the United Nations, the Toronto District 
School Board, and OPHEA. Data collected from semi-structured interviews will be 
analyzed through Beatrice Avalos’ professional identity framework.  Combining participant 
interviews with the researcher’s experiences in pursuing arts-based research and teaching 
physical education, arts-based research methodology will be used to create a work of 
creative writing in this exploratory study.  This thesis is a work-in-progress.   Findings and 
possible implications of the study will be shared at the presentation.

teaCher eDuCators’ ConCeptualizations of Diversity: impliCations for their teaChing
Victorina Baxan

Diversity has been conceptualized in different ways in literature and recent theory, leading 
to multiple meanings (DeLissovoy, 2007, Milner, 2006). In literature on teacher education, 
diversity is linked to issues of equity and social justice, and notions of “teacher preparation 
for diversity,” “multicultural teacher education,” and “teaching for social justice” (Cochran-
Smith, 2003). This presentation draws on several conceptual frameworks (diversity 
pedagogy, critical pedagogy, peace education, and transformative learning) to analyze 
particular results from a larger study. The results come from interviews with teacher 
educators on their understandings of diversity, diversity dimensions that they perceive 
important to be addressed throughout pre-service training, and teaching approaches 
that address diversity in classrooms. Preliminary findings reveal that teacher educators’ 
past experiences influence their conceptualizations of diversity, the dimensions that they 
address in classrooms are linked to their perception of experiences with diversity, the 
subject matter that they teach, their philosophy of education and diversity aspects brought 
up in teacher candidates discussions. The presentation also discusses the implications of 
the findings for teaching approaches in initial teacher education.
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Experiencing the Workplace : Gender, Sexuality, Race, and Violence
Room 5-160

Challenges women leaDers faCe balanCing work anD family
Katie Higginbottom

This paper explores the challenges of women leaders in independent schools and in 
business, as they negotiate the delicate balance of work and family responsibilities. 
This paper is the result of the findings of two previous studies being fused together and 
analysed. Both studies were inspired by a quest to understand women’s disproportionately 
low representation in leadership roles in traditionally male-dominated contexts such as 
corporate worlds and independent school administration. Theories of gender, leadership, 
education, career, and identity are used. Data is drawn from two qualitative studies 
involving in depth interviews with six women leaders from Ontario, three women leaders 
in independent schools and three women leaders in business settings. Findings indicate 
women leaders in such industries experience second-generation gender discrimination, 
as well as internal battles against themselves, as they struggle to balance work and life 
responsibilities. Findings contribute to a broadening theoretical understanding that women 
leaders encounter different challenges than men in all contexts making it far more difficult 
for women to “have it all” than it is for men. Practical training and support potential for 
women leaders and aspiring women leaders is discussed, in terms of best ways to address 
second-generation gender discrimination in schools and business. Training for women 
leaders and aspiring women leaders that focuses on strategies for coping with the internal 
battle many women describe between work and home, is also discussed.

the ConstruCtion of workplaCe violenCe anD harassment as separate phenomena: a 
textual analysis of bill 168
Adriana Berlingieri

With the enactment of Bill 168 Ontario joined other Canadian provinces and countries  
in establishing legislation addressing workplace violence and harassment.  The paper on 
which this presentation is based is a textual analysis of Bill 168 informed by institutional 
ethnography.  I focus the analysis in this paper on discourse, in particular the definitions 
of workplace violence and workplace harassment and the differing requirements for each.  
My main objective is to explicate how the concepts of workplace violence and harassment 
are constructed as separate phenomena rendering invisible the interconnected nature of 
forms of violence.  Constructing harassment as non-violent or the opposite of physical 
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violence also constructs harassment as non-injurious and unworthy of extensive prevention 
efforts.  With institutional ethnography Smith (2005) directs our attention to the role texts 
play in mediating translocal forms of social relations.  Textually-mediated social relations 
expresses “the notion that engagement with texts concerts and coordinates the actions of 
people” (Campbell & Gregor, 2002, p. 29).  As such, Bill 168 may exert a strong influence 
on the development and evaluation of prevention and intervention strategies adopted by 
organizations, including policy development and educational and training programs.

raCializeD labour anD the CanaDian foreign serviCe: a longstanDing relianCe
Nicola Forfer

This research paper uses critical race theory to analyze the ongoing dependence of the 
Canadian foreign service on highly radicalized local labour in achieving Canada’s foreign 
policy objectives in developing countries.  The analysis uses both auto-ethnography 
as well as publicly available Canadian federal government policies to deconstruct the 
radicalized relationship of Canadian diplomats, including those employed to carry out 
Canada’s official development assistance, and their locally engaged national domestic 
staff.  Such analysis exposes the underlying structural causes of this dependency, brought 
about and perpetuated by housing provisions of the foreign service directives which are 
negotiated between public servants and the federal government.  The effect of the the 
current political environment in which Canadian embassies operate, characterized by a 
sudden sale of overseas assets, a publicized stated intention to reopen the foreign service 
directives, and a negotiation of novel housing arrangements with other embassies, may 
provide a possibility for a shifting human resources paradigm.

equity employment eDuCational training programs in the CanaDian forCes
Ruben Sergio Avila

For my submission I would like to present the current situation on Equity Employment 
Educational Training Programs in the Canadian Forces. In particular, I would like to critique 
the exclusion and marginalization of sexual orientation and gender identity in the Canadian 
Forces and present the formal and informal marginalization and invisibility of sexual and 
gender minorities

The Equity Employment of Canada Act has designated four protected groups: Women, 
Visible Minorities, Aboriginals, and People with Disabilities as their target groups. As a 
result, the Canadian Forces has established a Defence Advisory Board to deal with visibility, 
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policy matters, equity employment, resources, offices, finances and educational training 
programs for these protected groups.

Together, these groups compose the Canadian Forces Directorate of Human Rights and 
Diversity. Despite of what the name appears to entail, this office does not address, review, 
investigate, or allocate any resources to the matter of sexual orientation or gender identity 
(other then dress and medical protocols for transsexual service members).

Currently there is no policy on sexual orientation since the repeal of CFAO 19-20 Sexual 
Deviation – Investigation, Medical Investigation and Disposal.

The ramifications of a clear policy on sexuality, and lack of proper educational training 
programs has led to a continuance of homophobia and transphobia within the strict 
confines of Canadian Forces bases and formations both in and outside of Canada. This 
systematic oppression and marginalization of sexuality and gender identity only has 
further perpetuated heteronormative and homophobic spaces both at work and during 
off-times.

Coffee break
Room 5-210
10:30-10:45

Session 7
10:45-12:15

Teaching Diversity through Dialogue
Room 5-230

being CanaDian: ConCeptualizing anD ConstruCting iDentity in ontario soCial stuDies 
Classrooms
Jean Wan

Canada’s increasingly multicultural school population has given rise to questions 
surrounding the formation, nature, and relevance of Canadian identity in elementary 
and secondary schools. Shifting demographics and pervasive discourse ask students 
to explicitly and implicitly negotiate a cultural identity for themselves, and one critical 
venue for these negotiations is the social studies classroom.  As the intersection between 
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provincial curricula and stakeholder agenda, teachers occupy a central role in identity 
construction; this study investigates how Toronto teachers in Grades 4-10 construct, 
conceptualize, and represent Canadian identity through the Ontario social studies 
curriculum.  The researcher interviewed currently practicing teachers of social studies, 
and conducted a cross-case analysis of relevant themes. Results are anticipated to show 
that individual identification and background of the teachers have a direct impact on their 
pedagogy of identity formation.  Identity discourse is extensively conducted in most social 
studies strands such as geography and citizenship education, and teachers favour a critical 
pedagogy leading students to question existing norms and assumptions, all of which is 
consistent with recent literature. However, this critical discourse exists less consistently in 
history strands. The researcher argues that it is equally important that students continue 
negotiating their cultural identity in history as well as in other curricular strands, and more 
research is required to investigate the pedagogical and cultural possibilities of critical 
identity formation in the history curriculum.

best praCtiCes in using literature for equity-baseD eDuCation in elementary 
Classrooms
Julie Kow

The Ontario Ministry of Education has demonstrated the importance of equity and their 
commitment to it through several documents (Equity and Inclusive Educational Strategy, 
2009). Despite such policy documents, teachers have assumed that equity is dealt with 
through other aspects of teaching. As such, Riley and Coleman (2009) argue for an overt and 
practical addressing of equity and diversity issues in classrooms. Through semi-structured 
interviews of three exemplary teachers in the Greater Toronto Area whose teaching is 
informed by principles of equity, I aimed to understand best practices of teaching that uses 
literature to support student learning in ways that respect diversity in themselves, others, 
and society. Research questions addressed what motivates teachers to use literature in 
this regard, pedagogical strategies used, effects on student learning, supporting student 
action, and the challenges these teachers have encountered. Preliminary findings suggest 
that literature has the capacity to bring forth many avenues for inquiry and discussion to 
which curriculum can be applied. Findings also suggest themes of teacher self-awareness 
and reflection, student agency and action, as well as family values.
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Diversity in eDuCation: engagement through stuDio Critique
Bernie Murray,  Ben Barry

eaching about difference is critical given the increasingly diverse demographic of the 
Canadian population and the interconnectedness of the globalized world. As educators, 
our challenge is to expose students to perspectives and understandings informed by 
the various intersections of identity that comprise our society and world: race, culture, 
age, class, sexuality and disability. This presentation explores the benefits of critique as 
a learning approach to inspire dialogue and engagement with diverse perspectives. We 
draw upon the context of fashion design and communication education in which diversity 
is infrequently celebrated. We demonstrate how encouraging students to discuss their 
emotional and physical experience as a wearer and/or viewer through critique exposes 
them to diverse voices, feelings and experiences. It also provides students with the 
opportunity to enhance their understandings of diverse populations. Furthermore, we 
discuss how critique is enriched when community members and/or industry professionals 
are invited to participate in the group. These individuals expose students to diverse 
viewpoints that are often not represented by their peers. Ultimately, critique allows 
students to gain knowledge about diversity through sharing their unique, lived experiences 
in addition to hearing about the experiences of invited guests. Delegates will garner the 
following information as a result of this presentation: 1) Approaches to integrating critique 
into their courses and curriculum; 2) Strategies to stimulate discussion in critique; and 3) 
Techniques for handling controversial and emotional dialogue.

multiCultural growth in Cooperative learning Classrooms: teChniques, Challenges 
anD benefits
Kerthiga Manokumar

Multiculturalism, especially in an ethnically diverse region like Ontario has been a point of 
focus for many researchers, ranging from the interplay of ethnicity and English Language 
Learners, to the role of the immigrant student in the Ontario Educational System.  However, 
cooperative learning as a teaching method to enhance student understanding of diversity 
and how it is specifically incorporated into the secondary school classroom, has not been 
fortunate to receive much of this limelight.  This research paper is in response to this felt 
absence, approaching it with the question of how cooperative learning methods in the 
secondary classroom according to two southern Ontario high school teachers, facilitates 
multiculturalism and multicultural growth between students.  The research participants 
for this project have both taught in Ontario for more than 10 years, but in different 



2013 Dean’s Graduate Student Research Conference 119

portions of the city with different student populations.  This brings into play that variety of 
factors that influence multicultural growth in the classroom, and how cooperative learning 
methods are implemented.  The focus of this study begins with the implementation of 
cooperative learning methods in the secondary classroom and the general academic and 
social benefits derived from this teaching choice.  The analysis then transitions into the role 
which multiculturalism plays in planning and implementation and the effect which it has 
on student relations.   Some main points of focus are on the intersection of multicultural 
student relations during cooperative learning activities and how this enhances student 
relationships.  Furthermore, the incorporation of the dense Ontario Curriculum into such 
a classroom is also addressed, in an attempt to understand why cooperative learning 
techniques remain under-represented in the secondary classroom.            

Beyond the Book: Media, Culture, and Technology
Room 5-240

meDia literaCy: inviting stuDents to beCome CritiCal Consumers of the meDia
Sama Hamid

The need to study the media critically has become increasingly important in recent years, 
as media is not only a popular, easily accessible source of entertainment, but also a key 
source for learning about the world outside of our immediate experiences. Studies reveal 
that youth are not only exposed to many hours of daily media intake that offers a constant 
stream of messages and values, but they are also not monitored and unrestricted. The 
media literacy strand in the Ontario curriculum aims to help students develop critical 
literacy skills and challenge the passive, consumerist role many youth have towards media. 
This research study addresses a serious disconnect in media education, which is the lack 
of direction provided for Canadian educators to teach the media literacy strand in the 
language curriculum. This research study highlights a collection of best practices to teach 
media literacy critically and effectively in the primary/junior grades. Data was collected by 
conducting two semi-structured interviews of Toronto teachers, and a literature review. 
Preliminary findings suggest that educators teach media literacy critically if they are 
critical of media themselves. Deconstructing media texts through critical inquiry, fostering 
a safe community for dialogue, reflections, integration of media literacy throughout the 
curriculum, and providing students the opportunity to create their own media are some 
methods to teach media literacy critically at any grade level. 
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“i bloggeD it, likeD it, retweeteD it, anD shareD it on youtube”: the benefits of 
inCorporating soCial meDia in the seConDary sChool Classroom environment
Ravneet Kaur Dulai

Within the last decade, social media has swept the globe and has become a worldwide 
phenomenon. Nowadays, it is not unusual to be asked to “like a page,” “send a tweet,” or 
“share a link” among other requests. However, despite the fact that social media is being 
used by individuals, organizations and large companies, is it being used in the classroom? 
More importantly, are there any potential benefits to incorporating social media in the 
classroom? In order to explore this topic in greater detail, a qualitative study involving 
oral interviews was conducted with four secondary school teachers from the Peel District 
School Board. Though the teachers vary in their years of experience, their teaching 
subjects and their levels of professional development, they all share the belief that social 
media provides benefits to their classroom environment(s). Through the use of different 
examples and scenarios, these teachers shed light on how social media can be used as 
a tool to engage their students, to build community in the classroom and to build and 
foster a closer teacher-student relationship. The Peel District School Board’s Vision for 
Learning & Instructional Technology emphasizes the idea that “students want to take the 
technology they use in their daily lives and integrate it with how they learn” (Peel District 
School Board, 2012). This presentation will show how through the use of social media, 
these four teachers are “taking the lead” in education, and what other teachers, schools 
and school boards can do to follow suit.

linking the Digital to DemoCraCy: a CritiCal inquiry into the DisCourses of the soCial 
web
Enam Bari Samad

Claims that modern digital technology has given rise to a new social morphology may 
be hard to refute in light of the rapid growth of the Internet as a social space (the social 
web). Facilitated by the social web, a digital democracy, ostensibly offers opportunities for 
radical learning and social change via unprecedented openness and accessibility for public 
participation. This paper will use Michel Foucault’s concepts of discourse and archaeology 
to posit digital democracy as a statement and examine it in relation to other statements 
under the rubric of participation in the public sphere.

Can the social web actualize potentials for communities to learn how to collaboratively 
solve economic problems such as poverty, offline? Will it afford concrete ways to address 
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social issues such as racism? Will an increasingly crowded digital space weaken and dilute 
social relationships and community networks? Will the social web reproduce historical 
forms of othering, inequitable structures of socio-economic power, and create divides 
between the producers and consumers of knowledge?

In an age of rapidly changing social behaviors through new and social media, such 
questions invite deeper critical reflections. By compiling existing research and scholarship 
on the material conditions underlying the truth claims of a digital democracy, I will seek 
to disturb the self-evident nature of dominant thinking about the social web to uncover 
some of its broader social and pedagogical potentials and limitations.

popular Culture integration in the Classroom
Shael Katz

Everyday, students are being surrounded by and are constantly absorbing popular culture 
texts. Students are also talking about popular culture texts both in and out of the classroom 
as these sources exist in their daily lives. Although students are being exposed to popular 
culture, some teachers are still hesitant to use popular culture texts in their classroom. 
These teachers either think that students are not focusing on real course content or they 
are being exposed to the dangers of popular culture. Therefore, the aim of this qualitative 
study looks at how teachers incorporate popular culture texts (films and graphic novels) 
into their classroom. To answer this question, three teachers were interviewed face-to-
face and asked about how they use films and graphic novels into the classroom. The 
preliminary findings show that teachers use films and graphic novels as a way of engaging 
their students due to their to their relevance. Specifically, graphic novels are used as 
primary sources for study while films are more often used to assist course content. These 
teachers do face various challenges such as: cost, time crunch, appropriateness and 
prejudice. Lastly, these teachers strongly feel that it is important to have students think 
critically about the films they watch and the graphic novels that they read; therefore an 
emphasis on critical literacy is a goal for teachers when using popular culture.
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Learning and Linking : Digital Tools in Interactive Education
Room 5-260

motivational effeCts of gamifiCation of piano instruCtion anD praCtiCe
Heather Birch

Gamification refers to the process whereby game design and game mechanics are 
applied in non-game contexts to influence behaviour. Gamification is not simply a one-
dimensional system where a reward is offered for performing a certain behaviour; rather, 
it takes into consideration the variety of complex factors which make a person decide to 
do something, and considers psychology, design, strategy, and technology. Gamification 
continues to make inroads into increasingly more situations such as government 
programs to encourage recycling, vehicles that display dashboard graphics of a plant 
growing in coordination with responsible driving, and mobile and web applications that 
reward and broadcast healthy eating and exercise habits. If gamification is to similarly 
pervade the educational landscape, educational research should take a leading role in 
discovering effective methods for its implementation.

This research study explores the effects of gamification on piano students’ motivation 
to practice technical elements such as scales, chords, and arpeggios, within the private 
lesson environment. A control and a treatment group of 10 piano students each were 
formed across two different private piano studios. A game called Technique Tower was 
designed for the treatment group, in which the players experienced game elements such 
as rewards (points, badges, and levels), avatars, and the sharing of their progress in an 
online social context. Gamification was found to have a positive effect on the number of 
technical elements students achieved, and on their attitude toward practicing technical 
elements, while self-efficacy levels were not affected. The educational implications for 
this finding are discussed.

there’s something about linking: exploring the ways hyperlinks help stuDents 
ConstruCt knowleDge online
Krystle Shivana Phirangee

nline discussion forums have been referred to as the places where a class-wide learning 
community develops. It is within the discussion forum where students interact with the 
content, instructor, and peers in order to further develop their knowledge. One of the 
tools that students use to help co-construct knowledge was the hyperlink.  Hyperlinks 
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(Links) allow people to create associations between their text and the text of their peers.  
The current study explores the use of hyperlinks by students in an online graduate 
course. Quantitative data from the Pepper database was collected along with an online 
questionnaire distributed to students in the discussion forum. In addition, this study 
employed the distributed cognition (dcog) as a theoretical framework to help illustrate 
why students possibly use this feature. Findings revealed that students linked to each 
other’s notes to synthesize ideas, challenge or support peers, and to bring attention to 
a post. Interestingly, linking to other notes also seems to be associated with emotional 
factors, such as students felt happy when others linked to their notes but felt ignored 
when their notes were not linked. This study indicates that students are harnessing the 
linking notes feature to emphasize their ideas as well as communicate and interact with 
their peers, however further research is needed to explore how linking notes changes 
students online behavior in discussion forums. 

enhanCing aCaDemiC behaviour anD personalizing stuDent learning through 
the integration of an intelligent reCommenDation system in an online learning 
environment
Alexandra Makos

Amazon, iTunes, and other content-providers on the Internet commonly use data-mining 
techniques to suggest new products that might interest their customers. For example, 
based upon an individual’s reading history, Amazon can suggest other books that the 
person will likely enjoy.  This study explores how we might use these kinds of automated 
“recommendation” technologies in educational settings.  Online graduate courses are 
often siloed, taking place in closed online environments, and focusing on a narrow set 
of readings. There is a gap in the research regarding the development of systems that 
allow for student exploration of personal interests within their online course community. 
The system that I am currently pilot-testing is designed to analyze graduate students’ 
writing in online courses, and then automatically and intelligently suggest relevant 
academic articles and videos, outside the main course syllabus, that might be of interest 
to the learner.  My research aims to better understand how, and when, to provide these 
recommendations with the goal of offering richer learning experiences that are better 
tailored to individual needs. The integration of a recommendation system that facilitates 
access to academic-level resources is novel and seeks to answer the following questions: 
How can recommendation tools of this sort influence academic behaviour? Do these 
systems aid in personalizing student learning experiences? This design-based study is 
timely in that it echoes developments in social networking sites and online marketing 
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tools that seek to deliver personalized user experiences.

Challenging Educational Administration: Organizational, Economic, and 
Policy Issues
Room 5-280

implementation of outComes-baseD eDuCation (obe) in one art & Design university: 
an aCtion researCh
Bahar Mousavi Hejazi

The higher education sector in Ontario is experiencing an organizational shift toward 
an educational structure that aims to produce graduates with the ability to become 
successful citizens of a highly competitive knowledge-based economy (KBE). According 
to a recent report released by the Higher Education Quality Council of Ontario (HEQCO), 
“to get a good job is the top rationale for 58% of university-bound and 75% of college-
bound students” (HEQCO, 2012). In this context, outcomes-based education (OBE) with its 
learner-centered paradigm is replacing the traditional teaching-centered approach and is 
being recognized as the most effective educational framework which could answer to the 
managerial purposes of quality assurance as well as the enhancement of quality of teaching 
and learning in higher education. As a professional design educator, I intend to overview 
the overall challenges facing the implementation of outcomes-based education (OBE) in 
university teaching and most specifically in art and design programs with a synthesis of the 
best practices that have successfully implemented OBE in their higher education systems. 
My research methodology is a qualitative approach using action research as my strategy 
of inquiry. The findings of this survey will support me in my current teaching endeavour 
and will help me to play a more effective role in the facilitation of the transformational 
process at the institutional level. It will also provide leaders and policy-makers in higher 
education at different operational levels with a better understanding of the existing issues 
regarding the planning of the integration of the new culture.

teaChing in between the lines: the institutional Dimensions of teaChing
Aaron Marques

This research study investigates how the institutional dimensions of public elementary 
education, theorized as ‘State space’, impact the ability of teachers to self-determine 
methods and implement divergent visions of teaching. The increase within public education 
of State space, an assemblage of forces which includes laws, prescribed curricula, school 
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buildings, school administrations and organizational routines, contributes to what has been 
called the ‘Standards and Accountability movement.’ This increase has been accompanied 
in my public educational setting by increased surveillance, rigidly prescribe curricula, strict 
definitions of effectiveness based on standardized testing, and emphasis on efficiency. This 
article refers to what Gilles Deleuze and Feliz Guattari (1987) conceptualize as a rhizomatic 
or acentered structure of interaction where divergences from the ‘molar’ or dominant 
forms of knowledge are destabilized, and lines of flight, or avenues for deterritorialization 
are created and explored.

I ask five teachers who consider their work to be ‘politically charged’ how the institutional 
demands and pressures of their work impact their ability to work from divergent visions 
of  teaching. Through their stories, I begin to develop a clearer understanding of how 
centralized forces of standardization compete with local forces of divergence, focusing on 
in the ‘in-between’ spaces; the gaps between rules and realities, in which may be found a 
dynamic, fluid constantly re-negotiated visions of responsive teaching.

‘banking on eDuCation’: worlD bank’s privatization of eDuCation in pakistan
Momina Afridi

My paper examines World Bank’s educational policies and programs implemented in 
Pakistan from year 2000 till present. As the largest funder of educational projects in 
developing countries, World Bank has focused on privatizing education in countries such 
as Pakistan. Recently, the Bank has been involved in privatizing education in Pakistan 
through promoting public-private partnerships (PPPs).  Looking at World Bank’s history 
of involvement in the education sector of Pakistan numerous questions arise as many 
conclude that previous projects have been unsuccessful in bringing about any real changes. 
The research aims to answer the following questions: Has the World Bank through its 
educational projects improved the picture or just made it worse by creating a dependency 
on foreign loans without a local drive or commitment? Is privatization of the education 
sector through PPPs a viable strategy for long-term educational development in Pakistan?

Based on a thorough literature review, the paper will argue that World Bank policies have 
continued to ignore the contextual complexities of education in Pakistan and applied 
its characteristic program of privatization in the guise of current focus on public-private 
partnerships. It will be argued that the current strategy of World Bank, based on neoliberal 
ideology, would do little to counter the inequality and corruption rampant in the country’s 
educational system. The paper will conclude by arguing that there is a serious need to 
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evaluate the role of multilateral aid agencies such as World Bank in ‘neoliberalising’ the 
educational system of Pakistan. The need of the moment is an educational policy based 
on a strong political will and commitment by the state and the people of Pakistan.

Decolonizing Education: Theories and Methods
Room 5-250

on sharing, passing & reCeiving the knowleDge: DeColonizing ways
Jukeepa Hainnu, Cathy E. Lee

Research in Inuit Education is a small but growing field and documented accounts of Inuit 
ways of knowing, being and doing are of particular import and timely given the recent 
passing and implementation of the Nunavut Education Act and Canada’s apology to 
Aboriginal peoples regarding residential schooling. All three examples illustrate the need 
to heal from a colonial past and to create a decolonizing future within Nunavut.

My intent, through the writing of this paper, is firstly to share the views of my colleague, 
Jukeepa Hainnu around colonization, decolonizing and education in Nunavut and 
secondly, to share my own perspective on the need to become aware of, to acknowledge, 
to accept and to transform thinking (AAAT) around colonization and decolonizing within 
the Canadian context, specifically within Nunavut.  Through a discussion around emerging 
themes of the conversation with Jukeepa, I examine why the need to decolonize within 
the Nunavut context, particularly within the education system and to look at Inuit ways of 
knowing, being and doing as decolonizing methodology (Arnaqaq, 2008; Metuq, 2009).  A 
third purpose, is to share a method of conducting research in “a good way” (Kovach, 2009, 
p. 8) by respecting the IQ-Inuit Qaujimajatuqangit principles, the guidelines set out by ITK- 
Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami (2006), OCAP – Ownership, Control, Access and Possession (2004), 
and the Tri-Council Policy Statement (2010) in which four r’s of research are identified 
- respect, reciprocity, relevance, and responsibility – originally described by Kirkness and 
Bernhardt (1991).

This research rests within a critical theory framework and uses decolonizing interview as 
methodology with findings gathered around the three emergent themes of Colonization:  
The Aftermath; Relationships/Understanding & Awareness;  and Grounding in IQ-Inuit 
Qaujimajatuqangit- Inuit Ways of Knowing Being and Doing.
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from questions to proposal: theorizing eDuCation from an inDigenous Center
Moyo Rainos Mutamba

We can establish a genealogical account of subjugated knowledges (Foucault, 1976) 
that have dissented against the truth of Eurocentric schooling and education. Freire’s 
(1972) critical pedagogy, which got expanded on by Giroux (2010), McLaren (2000) and 
Bell Hooks (1994, 1996, and 2003) led this insurgence.  Their main concern is that since 
we live our education, continuing with Eurocentric schooling re-inscribes relations of 
dominance. Instead the education of the oppressed had to illuminate on power relations 
and conscientize (Freire, 1972) towards social justice transformation (Hooks, 1994).  The 
unschooling movement of Ivan Illich (1976 and 1977) and Ira Shor (1984) introduce 
a critique of both the content of schooling and the institutionalization of learning. 
Unschooling asks us to return to organic community processes of learning. Battiste (2005), 
Dei (2001) and Wane (2006), takes this further, by locating the revolutionary possibility 
of indigenous knowledges in the education of subalternized bodies. In practice they have 
sought to open up institutional education to Indigenous perspectives and knowledges. 
Yet, the necessity to activate indigeneity and indigenous knowledges (Alfred, 2005; 
Corntassel, 2010; Dei, 2001) is happening within a global epistemological context where 
education remains rooted in Eurocentric modernist paradigms. It can be argued that the 
education of colonized bodies within Eurocentric pedagogical apparatuses sustains the 
state of global coloniality. I begin by making a provocative argument: The questions of 
indigeneity and indigenous knowledges and the education of colonized bodies have not 
been rigorously examined. I also argue that proposals for educational systems rooted in 
Indigenous epistemologies, founded on Indigenous terms, and shared through Indigenous 
processes continue to be postponed in education/learning theory. Additionally, Indigenous 
epistemologies are not ontologically oppositional, they are in their own right legitimate 
systems of knowledge ‘otherwise’ (Escobar, 2008). In this presentation, I begin to take on 
the urgent task of this examination.

it’s all blaCk!: anti-Colonial struggles anD blaCk faCts
Loren Ola Delaney

The paper is a theoretical discussion that uses a primarily Fanonian lens to deconstruct our 
understandings of Blackness as it relates to an effective anti-colonial theory and practice. A 
close reading of violence is engaged as it relates to the state of the colonial encounter that 
implicates both colonizer and colonized. We place significant salience on the role of Spirit 
to ground both Albert Memmi’s portrait of the colonized and colonizer alongside Fanon’s 
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theorizing on the aforementioned. We argue that Blackness as a fact is irreconcialably 
futile. To conclude, we posit an invariably shared memory of Spirit that must be reclaimed 
by only returning to one’s being in Blackness, one that is a matter of consciousness raising 
for any soluable efforts to move forward with an anti-colonial liberatory struggle.

builDing a theory of the non-inDigenous CanaDian bystanDer: a multiDisCiplinary 
review of researCh on bystanDers to genoCiDe
Rochelle Johnston

Drawing on theoretical and empirical research, this paper aims to justify and describe 
a research agenda for understanding the meaning non-Indigenous bystanders make of 
their own subject position vis-à-vis (attempted) genocide against Indigenous people in 
Canada. A bystander is a person or group of people who see unacceptable behaviour, but 
do nothing to stop it. According to theoretical work and empirical research, bystanders 
are anything but innocent: the passivity of bystanders facilitates the perpetuation of 
genocidal violence (Staub, 2008; Coloroso, 2007). In this multidisciplinary review of the 
literature I begin with research on bystanders to genocide by philosophers (Nashi, 2012), 
social psychologists (Staub, 2008; Baum, 2008; Ehrenreich & Cole, 2005; Newman & Erber, 
2002) and genocide scholars (Grünfeld & Huijboom, 2007; Munroe, 2008; Vetlesen, 2000). 
I then draw on Critical Race Theory (Allen, 1994; Lipsitz, 2006) to extend bystander theory 
beyond its liberal focus on those who are physically proximate to acts of physical violence 
and demonstrate that bystander theory is useful for understanding the mechanisms of 
structural violence, and thus the position of non-Indigenous bystanders here in Canada. I 
conclude that there is a particular need for empirical work on the meaning non-Indigenous 
bystanders make of their own subject position.

Visionary Teaching in Traditional Lessons
Room 5-170

Cross-Cutting integration of ConfliCt resolution in the CurriCulum: Can it be Done 
in the sCienCes?
Nicola Forfer

Many peace educators have made calls for a cross-cutting approach to integrating conflict 
resolution training in standard curriculum in addition to stand-alone programs.  While 
there have been numerous initiatives for the integration of such training in the social 
sciences, there have been no equivalent initiatives in the sciences.  Some researchers have 



2013 Dean’s Graduate Student Research Conference 129

made calls for its creation, but there have been no researched attempts on how such an 
integration could be achieved, despite the fact that the lack of initiatives could be due to a 
variety of factors.  However, a review of the science education literature yielded possible 
entry points within the existing discourse amongst science educators.  Specifically, many 
researchers and educators within science education make the case for expanding training 
in ‘argumentation’ for both improved achievement outcomes as well as improved student 
understanding of the value-laden nature of conflicts within the sciences.  This qualitative 
research study uses semi-structured interviews with educational practitioners to explore 
the attitudes of educators with conflict resolution and science education expertise to see 
whether the integration of conflict resolution in the sciences could be done, and if so, if it 
could be integrated as part of an approach to argumentation training. 

Creating inClusive sCienCe Classrooms through Culturally responsive teaChing
Heidi Parker

In many science classrooms today, there is often a disconnect between the curriculum that 
is taught and information that is relevant to student lives. Additionally, a lot of the science 
that is taught in the classroom is considered Eurocentric Science (Aikenhead & Michell, 
2011). If teachers portray science in a Eurocentric way, unequal systems of knowledge 
production and evaluation can be perpetuated (Nakyama & Halualani, 2010). Using 
culturally responsive pedagogy as a framework, this research paper looks at how teachers 
can create inclusive classrooms that include multiple knowledges through a variety of 
methods. There is a lot of literature currently published outlining specific examples for 
the social studies and humanities subjects however more research must be done within 
the science classroom. This qualitative research project utilizes oral interviews with three 
high school science teachers. Each teacher interviewed has a unique perspective about 
how culturally responsive teaching can be implemented. These three interviews will be 
transcribed, and analyzed based on common themes that will be helpful in providing 
current teachers with specific examples of culturally relevant teaching. This research will 
also consider typical challenges that new teachers face that stop them from including 
different perspectives in their teaching.

CritiCal history anD stuDent suCCess in the applieD-level history Classroom
Ashley E. Bailey

Dr. Peter Seixas and other scholars have sought for the past decade to define an historical 
method for use in the classroom. A series of concepts have been developed to apply a 
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practical methodology to history in the classroom setting, called “Historical Thinking”. The 
inquiry-based Historical Thinking concepts will be incorporated into the Ontario history 
curriculum for 2013. This paper seeks to identify benefits of this pedagogical method, and 
successful approaches to teaching these concepts in the applied stream context of grade 
10 Canadian History.

This paper investigates how classroom teachers promote the Historical Thinking concepts 
toward student success in the applied level history classroom. More broadly, the paper 
addresses what teachers are currently practicing in their history classrooms to promote 
student engagement and student success at the applied level, and how the new Ontario 
Curriculum aligns with their current practice. The paper offers a series of inquiry-based 
principles to incorporate into the applied level classroom to develop successful, historically-
minded students. It also addresses what resources teachers will be looking for when the 
new curriculum is released in 2013.

 Evidence was collected through structured qualitative interviews with teachers who have 
a high student success rate in their applied level history classes. This evidence is placed in 
dialogue with research on the Historical Thinking concepts and their practical application in 
the classroom, as well as the results they produce in engaging and developing historically-
minded students.

musiC integration in the elementary Classroom
Danielle R. Baird

My research investigates how three professional musicians collaborated with elementary 
classroom teachers to integrate music into core curriculum lessons.  The data was 
collected using face-to-face semi-structured interviews with music educators and is 
presented through three case studies.  Preliminary findings suggest that there was 
little to no collaboration between the musicians and teachers throughout the initial 
planning process. However, as the musicians gradually released the responsibility of the 
teaching to the classroom teacher, their confidence increased and they willingly took 
on more responsibility to collaboratively deliver the integrated lessons. Findings from 
this qualitative study have implications for music integration in the general education 
classroom providing insights into how successful integration is possible.  Findings also 
provide tools and strategies to help encourage elementary teachers to take the lead to 
authentically integrate music into their own teaching practice.
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12:15-13:15
Lunch 
Room 5-210

Workshop: 
Getting to Know your OISE Alumni Association
Room 5-280

Session 8
13:15-14:45

Higher Education Inside-out: Rankings and Experiences
Room 5-150

worlD-Class universities: an exploration of the transnational ConvergenCe proCess
Olivier Begin-Caouette

Since the creation of the first ranking of world universities in 2003, universities are engaged 
in a global competition based on reputation and scientific production (Liu & Cheng, 
2005). These rankings have become private governance mechanisms of the globalization 
of universities as well as tools for quality assurance, accountability and knowledge 
diplomacy (Olds, 2009). Benefiting from an increasing popularity among governments, 
institutions, professors and students, world university rankings have caused a transnational 
convergence process (Hassenteufel, 2008; Vught, 2008) by using specific indicators and 
henceforth promoting corresponding practices. Deem, Mok and Lucas (2008) even argue 
that these indicators have fostered the construction of a new ideal type: the Emerging 
Global Model of Universities. Using Sassen’s (2005) concept of spatial scales and Steiner-
Khamsi’s (2010) theory of policy borrowing and lending, this presentation will analyze 
the impact of these global mechanisms on sub-national units, i.e. the universities. The 
analysis reveals five levels of convergence: archetypical, programmatic, organizational, 
cybernetic (governance), and linguistic. Indeed, univesities must deal with a new ideal 
type (the Emerging Global Model); the Licence-Master-Doctorate reform in Europe; the 
pressure to become “real universities”; a greater autonomy granted by the State; and a 
pressure to work, publish and teach in English. It is worth noting that this presentation 
will pay special attention to non-Anglophone and emerging countries as well as to non-
university higher education instutions.
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‘perCeption is not reality’: how u.s news & worlD rankings has DistorteD ameriCan 
higher eDuCation
Roland Mascarenhas

The U.S News & World Report Rankings (USNWR), a numerical listing of American Higher 
Education institutions, has been the recipient of both substantial influence and scorn. In 
one study, over sixty percent of college freshmen in 2009 reported that rankings were 
important, up from forty percent just 15 years prior, with USNWR widely-considered a 
leading authority (Bowman & Bastedo 2009). Yet with its admiration, has come many 
detractors, most of whom are college administrators, who state that the USNWR evaluates 
higher education institutes on a Resource/Reputation Model, which rewards financial 
resources ahead of academic merit, and development of students’ abilities.

With the Wall Street Journal’s landmark investigation in 1995 into manipulation of data, 
several colleges have been under immense pressure, often resorting to devious behavior 
in hopes of being considered a premier institute of higher education by the USNWR. Along 
with concerns about the marketing and advertising revenues, this paper will look at the 
flaws of USNWR including the discrimination against public state colleges, a notable case 
study of fraudulent behaviour, and potential alternatives to the current system, led by 
Lloyd Thacker, a former high school guidance counselor.

symboliC Capital of ukrainian university stuDents in CanaDa anD their aCaDemiC 
trajeCtories
Maksym Antonenko

This presentation is based on an ongoing research into the symbolic capital of Ukrainian 
international and immigrant university students in Canada and their academic trajectories. 
The qualitative research involves semi-structured interviews and to get an insight into the 
educational experience of Ukrainian students we use the concept of symbolic capital put 
forward by Pierre Bourdieu and analyze how this form of capital translates into university 
persistence and success.  Ukrainian students constitute a sizeable, but under-researched 
group of diverse students in Canadian universities. It is important to look at educational 
trajectories of Ukrainian students to understand their specific attitude towards education, 
adaptation and achievement and make sure they are better served by the educational 
community in Canada. Our hypothesis is that Ukrainian students posses high levels 
of social, cultural and linguistic capital, which positively influence their academic 
performance in Canada. One of the key elements behind relatively high social capital of 
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Ukrainian university students is centrality of family and status of education. Ukrainian 
students may also exhibit high levels of linguistic capital due to the high number of 
Ukrainian-English cognates and exposure to the English language in Ukraine. The majority 
of Ukrainians move to Canada now as skilled migrants. Subsequently, Ukrainian immigrant 
students often have both parents with higher educational credentials, which translates 
into appropriate expectations towards their offspring. Our anticipated results will enable 
educators and administrators to get an insight into educational patterns and expectations 
typical of Ukrainian students for their swift adaptation to the new academic environment.

experiential learning in unDergraDuate pharmaCy CurriCulum in ontario: how Co-
op affeCts stuDents’ professional anD personal Development
Certina Ho

Objectives

The School of Pharmacy at the University of Waterloo is the first and only undergraduate 
pharmacy program in Canada that consists of a co-op component. Pharmacy has evolved 
from a dispensing-focused to a patient-oriented health care profession over the last 
decade. This is an exploratory descriptive qualitative research that attempts to find out 
how co-op affects students’ professional and personal development.

 Methodology

Constructivism is the lens that I used to explore the skills development during co-
operative experience of undergraduate pharmacy students. Open-ended questions 
were used in semi-structured interviews and focus groups to allow pharmacy students, 
co-op employers, and faculty members freely expressing their viewpoints. An inductive 
approach was applied when generating or developing themes from the data collected in 
this study.

 Results

19 pharmacy students from the vanguard class participated in the semi-structured 
interviews. Two faculty focus groups were held. 12 employers were interviewed by 
phone. Students expressed their experiential learning experience on medication therapy 
management, interprofessional collaboration, safety, quality assurance, professionalism 
and work ethics that contribute to their personal and intellectual growth. These findings 
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were compared with independent themes captured from the faculty focus groups and 
employers’ interviews.

 Discussion

Experiential learning acquired through co-op work terms has offered pharmacy students 
not only the opportunity to prepare them as pharmacists, but also the mechanism to 
reflect and integrate their professional and personal skills in providing patient-focused 
care in their future career. The skills acquired during students’ co-op experience are not 
pharmacy-specific; they can be adapted to other disciplines.

Student Engagement Within and Beyond the Classroom 
Room 5-160

“partiCipation? what Does that mean?”: how partiCipation is variably ConCeptualizeD 
in the Context of international eDuCation aiD to youth programs in haiti’s 
reConstruCtion
Gary W.J. Pluim

Since Haiti’s devastating earthquake of January 12, 2010 the importance of Haitian 
participation has emerged time and time again as a central imperative to the success 
of reconstruction efforts.  But what exactly does participation mean to the many actors 
involved in this reconstruction?  My proposed presentation focuses on findings of a 
selected component of my PhD research – a qualitative, vertical case study analysis, 
drawing on a post-colonial framework, that sets out to better understand how 
Haitian youth are enabled to participate in the reconstruction of their society.  In my 
presentation I will examine how youth participation is conceptualized in the context 
of three, selected case study education programs.  My objective is to address two 
fundamental questions: How is the concept of participation constructed, rationalized 
and experienced by the various actors involved in the youth programs? And, how do 
various conceptualizations of participation compare and contrast along the vertical aid 
chain and between organizations? As I will seek to demonstrate in my presentation, 
conceptualizations of “youth participation” – both between both the levels of the aid 
chain the approaches of the proto-type cases in my inquiry – are fascinating in their 
variation.  The significance of these differences help to explain the limits of the greater 
international aid response to the reconstruction, now beginning its third year.
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motivating stuDents for soCial justiCe: Challenge anD opportunity in higher 
eDuCation
Pamela Walker

The call to motivate students for social justice is an important challenge in higher 
education, as more and more of our institutions of higher education begin to include 
citizenship in their mandates.  As the gap in equity between rich and poor continues to 
widen in our modern, globalized society, motivating postsecondary students for social 
justice remains an important calling for educators.

However, motivating students requires strategies that centre learning and learners, and 
this represents a significant paradigm shift for many educators.  In this paper, the author 
presents research-based strategies that focus on learning and learners that educators 
can use in their practice. The author demonstrates that when caring is considered as the 
foundation of social justice, the caring classroom and service-learning provide coherent 
frameworks for students to develop the reflective and critical thinking skills needed 
for social justice work. Challenges and strategies for educators are the focus of this 
discussion.

a review of stuDent voiCe initiatives: from the traDitional to the CritiCal DemoCratiC 
notion of stuDent roles
Natasha A. Jamal

In an effort to better involve students in their schooling and educational experiences, 
there is now an emerging body of literature on different student voice initiatives. This 
paper presents a brief overview of these initiatives, categorizing them according to 
whether schools adopt a traditional, democratic or critical-democratic understanding 
of students. Furthermore an analysis of how these initiatives impact issues of equity 
is presented. Traditional democratic student voice initiatives are found to be managed 
by adults suppressing student voice since they do not challenge the power dynamics 
between students and teachers. Democratic student voice initiatives are able to better 
involve students to express and address their concerns, however inequitable practices 
of schooling remain intact and are reproduced since the deeper structural issues are not 
interrogated. Critical democratic student voice initiatives are found to better respond to 
inequities in both schooling and in the lived experiences of students as ideas of what is 
learned as well as student and teacher roles become transformed.
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stuDent attituDes anD perCeptions towarDs native anD non-native english-speaking 
teaChers in english as a foreign language Contexts: a CritiCal review of the 
literature
Sarah Kipp-Ferguson

In 1992, Philipson’s book Linguistic Imperialism brought to light the idea of the ‘native 
speaker fallacy’, questioning the assumption that a native speaker of a language 
would be its ideal teacher. Although many theorists have supported Philipson’s idea, 
the hegemonic way of looking at the divide between native speakers (NS) and non-
native speakers (NNS) still remains present in the research. In reviewing eleven studies 
conducted over the past decade investigating student attitudes towards NESTs and 
NNESTs in English as a foreign language (EFL) contexts, a trend begins to emerge. 
Research that began with the employment of questionnaires has evolved over time to 
include multiple and complex data elicitation techniques. Even with this development 
in research methods, the results remain consistent. Not only are many studies’ findings 
complimentary of both NESTs and NNESTs, but they also suggest a complementary 
reality, arguing that a combination of both NESTs and NNESTs is the ideal in EFL contexts.

While literature reviews have been conducted of this research before, few have taken 
a critical eye to investigate what is being attained from this line of questioning. I argue 
that it is time to move past the investigation of student attitudes of NESTs and NNESTs 
in the EFL context for two reasons. Firstly, much of the research has failed to further the 
discussion regarding NESTs and NNESTs. And secondly, research investigating the concept 
of NS and NNS (and NEST and NNEST) perpetuates a divide between teachers that many 
contend is no longer linguistically or socially relevant.

Evaluating and Re-evaluating Lessons in Writing
Room 4-410

why teaCh writing with peer-moDel Course texts: theoretiCal perspeCtives
John R. Currie

“In this class,” I say to my students, “we will write a lot, talk about writing and read a text 
written by those who sat in your seats and faced the very same questions you face: What 
should I write about? What should I put in and leave out? How should I start and end?”

Few university writing programs centralize and solely rely on peer model texts. Yet in 
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Allen’s view (1989), “Students respond more readily to peer models than to masterpiece 
models. Peer models define possibility.” In this session I present my research on theory 
that might account for how peer models serve to define possibility. I focus on Dewey’s 
(1934) notions of experience, Bakhtin’s (1981) concept of heteroglossia, Elbow’s (1973) 
discussion on playing “the believing game,” and look at Pinar’s (1976) view of modeling as 
a form of self-estrangement.

I expect to find support for the presence of peer models as opposed to masterpiece models. 
Possibility as defined by one’s peers remains more accessible than perceived impossibility 
as set out by the presence of elite models or no models. Such findings may lead me to 
agree with Allen (1989) that in the more he teaches with peer models, “the more students 
see themselves as participants in, rather than observers of, the writing process.”

being funny: an expert-noviCe stuDy on ComeDy sketCh writers
Jayson San Miguel

Previous research on writing composition has shown the differences in the use of 
cognitive strategies between experts and novices. However, few studies have examined 
genre-specific creative writing, such as comedic sketch writing. Comedic sketch writing 
is the act of writing a script that will be used for performance by comedians in a live 
stage. Writing a comedic sketch involves both writing expertise and comedic performance 
expertise. The first purpose of this pilot study is to examine the differences in cognitive 
strategies in sketch writing between expert comedians and novices. The second purpose 
is to investigate expertise in the use of comedic strategies. Two novices with an interest in 
comedy, along with three relative expert comedic writers are given the task of completing 
and composing three different comedy sketches at different phases. In the first task, 
participants complete a sketch missing a punchline – the final joke of the piece. In the 
second task, participants set-up their own jokes and create their own punchline. In the 
third and final task, participants write their own original comedy sketch.  Think-aloud 
protocols are coded and categorized. Similarities and differences between novices and 
experts in their thought processes, and the time it takes for them to complete each task 
are noted in the observations. Analysis of think-aloud protocols show that experts are 
more actively aware of comedic strategies like incongruity and audience perception, and 
are more likely to explore other comedic options or plot alternatives in their sketches. 
Experts also take longer than novices in the composition and revision of their work. 
Further research expanding beyond this pilot will be conducted with the ultimate intention 
to show how writing composition and being funny can be taught, challenging society’s 
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notion that comedy is a solely innate talent.       

the impaCt of peer feeDbaCk on stuDents’ writing
Mobeen Uddin

My presentation is titled, The Impact of Peer Feedback on Students’ Writing and my 
proposed research aims to explore the impact of peer feedback on students’ writing.  
While feedback has been traditionally provided by teachers to students at the end of a unit 
(Peterson, 2003), there is now widespread recognition that feedback is most beneficial 
when it is a continuous process, in which students play a direct and active role (Ontario 
Ministry of Education, 2006).  These changing attitudes have given rise to peer feedback, 
which could be understood as communication process in which students provide verbal 
and/or written comments on their peer’s writing.  Through my research study, I aim to 
contribute to this emerging field of study. 

The three questions that will govern my proposed research are, (1) What kinds of 
feedback do students get from peers and their teacher? (2) How do students say they use 
their peers’ and teacher’s feedback? and (3) Which feedback is more beneficial, peers’ 
or teacher’s?    My study will take place in a Grade 5 classroom, beginning with students 
completing surveys, which will discern their perceptions towards peer and teacher 
feedback.  The students will then complete 12 writing tasks, alternately receiving peer and 
teacher feedback.  To conclude the study, students will complete the perception scales 
again.  Additionally, they will complete a questionnaire, discussing the similarities and 
differences between the two kinds of feedback they received, and will also reflect on how 
they used both forms of feedback to improve their writing.

writing will set you free: an anti-oppression expressive writing peDagogy
Michele Irwin

This paper discusses the integration of the theoretical framework chosen and the 
transformational process devised by the author as part of her doctoral inquiry. Its 
application is for privileged teachers and students based on a “pedagogy for the 
privileged”(Curry-Stevens, 2007), and incorporates expressive writing workshops within 
a social constructivist framework. The inquiry is intended to force a crisis of awareness 
and drive anti-oppression pedagogy forward, which is in line with Paulo Freire’s belief that 

only through communication can human life hold meaning.
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Pedagogical Models
Room 5-260

original thought(s), fulfilling aCts, innovative soCiety: the imperative of Creative 
eDuCation
Laura Barrett

As we move from a knowledge economy to a creative economy, our society’s priorities 
must shift from rewarding information retention to developing creative excellence. While 
this paradigm shift may have taken place in the adult workforce, children’s creativity is not 
necessarily valued, or even welcome, in our schools. In my qualitative research, I focus 
on the phenomenology of creativity within Ontario schools, investigating both how it is 
conceptualized by educators, and how teachers invite their students to engage in creative 
work. I aim to provide strategies for narrowing the so-called “creativity gap” between 
childhood and adulthood. In doing this, we restore students to their natural state of 
creative dynamism, empowering them to innovate in the face of challenges that do not 
yet exist.

the timing of CorreCtive feeDbaCk: language learners’ Development anD impressions
Paul Gregory Quinn

his study investigated how the timing of corrective feedback (CF) affects second 
language (L2) learning. Research demonstrating the benefits of CF for L2 learning (e,g., 
Li, 2010) has largely resulted from studies in which CF was provided immediately after 
errors. However, teachers often delay CF to avoid interrupting communicative activities. 
Theoretical explanations for the effectiveness of immediate CF include the potential for 
immediate cognitive comparisons between errors and accurate models (Doughty, 2001) 
and the benefits of prompting for skill acquisition (Ranta & Lyster, 2007). Delayed CF finds 
support in reactivation and reconsolidation theory (Nader & Einarsson, 2010) which holds 
that mental representations are susceptible to change when they are recalled. Thus, if 
learners are reminded of an error they produced earlier, the mental representation of 
that incorrect grammatical pattern can change when the correct pattern is presented. In 
this study, 90 intermediate level adult ESL learners were randomly assigned to immediate, 
delayed, and no CF conditions. Immediate CF was provided when learners made errors 
during oral communication tasks. Delayed CF was provided after each communicative 
task. Learners completed pre-tests to measure their knowledge of the English passive 
construction. Then learners participated in ten minutes of instruction on the passive and 
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three communicative tasks in which the CF conditions were provided. These tasks were 
followed by post tests. Learners’ impressions of the CF they received were elicited with an 
exit-questionnaire. The results will be discussed in relation to theoretical, empirical, and 
pedagogical perspectives on the role of CF in L2 learning.

thinking out-louD: engaging with stories through role
Sarah Meghan Leslie

The transmission of making literacy a valued learning experience for young students has 
been highly valued and researched. The grounding foundational studies surrounding 
literacy skills supports the inclusion of drama in transforming student’s early learning 
experiences. The purpose of my investigation was to uncover student engagement and 
inquiry when engaging with stories through role. Using qualitative methods, I conducted 
semi-structured interviews with one independent and one public school teacher in the 
Greater Toronto Area who actively work to deepen their student’s understanding of 
literature through role play. I used the aggregated data to investigate how teachers listen 
and interact with students throughout the process and how they respond to allow their 
students to think critically about a difficult text or topic and take risks. The four themes 
provide practical strategies to allow all educators to integrate role play based on the 
foundations of inquiry, student empowerment, imagination and creativity.

Chinese teaChers’ perCeptions of the DesireD CharaCteristiCs of ib teaChers anD their 
perCeptions of the existing in-serviCe professional Development praCtiCes
Xuefeng Huang

Situated in the rapid growth of International Baccalaureate (IB) in China, this study is to 
investigate Chinese IB teachers’ (CIBT) perceptions of desired IB teacher characteristics 
and the relationship between the characteristics and CIBTs’ in-service professional 
development (PD) practices in the context of Chinese IB schools. Seven key characteristics 
are deduced from a prior comprehensive literature review on the IB Learner Profile 
(LP). The characteristics are international mindedness, critical thinking, language ability, 
information literacy, collaboration, creative spirit, and lifelong learning.

This study employs an online survey and individual interviews of teachers. 18 CIBTs 
completed the teacher survey according to their teaching and PD. Subsequently, 12 CIBTs 
participated in individual interviews conducted by the researcher. Data from the survey 
indicates CIBTs hold varied opinions about the relevance of the key characteristics as to 
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their teaching and PD. Language ability, information literacy, collaboration, and lifelong 
learning are perceived as more relevant to their current teaching and PD comparing to 
the other characteristics.

Data from the interviews validates CIBT’s incongruent views on the relevance of 
the characteristics. The interviews further suggest that CIBT emphasize some other 
characteristics, including profound subject knowledge, IB curriculum knowledge, updated 
pedagogical knowledge, and multiple approaches to teaching. Regarding in-service PD 
practices, CIBTs perceive that IBO, self-learning and subject groups are three major helpful 
PD sources. However, those PD practices from the local education bureau and the school 
are thought as irrelevant.

Overall, this study suggests that IBO and Chinese IB schools need to clarify the desired 
characteristics of IB teachers and establish more effective ways of PD in order to help 
CIBT’s learning, teaching and development.

Anti-Oppression
Room 5-280

DefiCit thinking, eDuCators anD the proCess of transformative Change
Manu Sharma

Several marginalized students who come from low socio-economic backgrounds often 
face negative public schooling experiences. Upon investigating the underlying causes for 
these negative experiences a theme of deficit thinking emerges from literature on student 
disengagement. This conceptual paper focuses on deficit thinking; in particular it explores 
the conceptualization of deficit thinking and how it is founded on what I argue are three 
academic frameworks: the pseudo-scientific, sociological/cultural, and socio-economic 
framework. Moreover, it examines the invisible, contagious, and dangerous effects that 
each deficit thinking framework has on marginalized students’ experiences. In light of 
the implications of deficit thinking, I explore how stakeholders in education can interrupt 
the cycle of deficit thinking through self-examination in relation to lived experiences, 
knowledge construction and systemic discrimination. I conclude that transformative 
change is necessary and essential in public schools and stakeholders in education are 
agents of change who ultimately are influential in the learning experiences of all students.
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working towarDs anti-oppressive Classroom praCtiCes
Nada Musa

The situatedness of oppressive structures and practices within Canadian society has 
inevitably resulted in a mirroring within the dynamics of the schooling system. Complexities 
of power and oppression in the classroom manifest in a myriad of ways to negatively 
impact student learning and experience. In the quest to ensure the success of all students 
is the essentiality of understanding exclusionary norms within school communities in 
order to adequately work towards eradicating these practices. The scope of my research 
lies in the hidden practices of oppression that exist within the classroom that may 
affect both teachers and students, and the approaches taken by effective teachers to 
mitigate this oppression in the process of establishing authentically inclusive classroom 
communities. Three teachers within the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) self-identifying as 
consciously working to incorporate an anti-oppressive framework in their classrooms’ 
were interviewed. This qualitative study highlights the insights of these teachers regarding 
their conceptualization of oppressive practices as well as their identified curricular and 
pedagogical strategies needed to influence change.

CritiCal aCtion: Creating an anti-oppressive primary Classroom
Trish Starling

My presentation will consider how primary-level educators can interrogate issues of power 
(such as race, gender, sexuality and class) in their classrooms. Although power-dynamics 
are often considered “too complex” for young learners to grasp, I aim to challenge this 
assumption and discuss how primary classrooms can become sites of critical engagement 
and inquiry. Findings from practitioner interviews reveal how practicing teachers create 
safe classrooms so as to validate students’ perspectives and experiences while encouraging 
participation, critical investigation and social action. Pulling on work of critical theorists 
such as Freire, Vasquez, and hooks, as well as my own experiences, this presentation will 
aim to locate practical ways educators can allow young learners to be active and involved 
participants in the classroom – and beyond.
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appliCations of feminist anD anti-raCist Counselling in the eDuCation system
Maria Calleja

This paper examines major components of Feminist and Anti-Racist Counselling which 
analyzes balances of power between the dominant groups in society and those that are 
marginalized. These same ideas which help a patient to discover how their lives are shaped 
by inequities and structures, like patriarchy and white privilege, can be applied to a student’s 
curriculum. A student’s empowerment is essential, as is the patient’s empowerment, which 
includes understanding the Feminist ideal of the personal is political, so that students can 
understand life situations that are shaped by oppressive structures. The sharing of life 
experiences of inequity is important to Feminist counselling and so it should be discussed 
in the classroom. Students can be made aware of how power works in different levels in 
conversation, friendship, group dynamics, work and family. The self awareness of how 
a student operates in the structures of power can help students recognize why they 
may sometimes feel disempowered and how they may become resilient and fight back 
when they are oppressed, excluded or abused. A knowledge of how structures affect the 
student will help them to see how their experiences as children are shaped by inequity 
but also they will be able to make sense of the oppressive struggles they may endure as 
adults. Students can explore how race, gender, sexuality and ability shapes their sense 
of belonging and how power shapes knowledge and practices like gossip and bullying. 
Also students can examine the power imbalances in interaction with others in groups and 
relationships so that they may understand things like abuse and domination. The paper 
also examines how Preservice teachers would benefit from understanding Feminist and 
Anti-Racist counselling principles which will prepare teachers for the counselling or Child 
and Youth Worker role that they often must take on.  Teachers need to be prepared for 
the way that inequity shapes their students sense of belonging and how it will affect their 
relationships and futures. Teachers need to be trained to help their students to become 
empowered and to become aware of how oppressive structures affect their identities. 
Also teachers would benefit from exploring how these dynamics of inequity may shape 
issues of classroom management. The ultimate goal is to help students to be aware of the 
dynamics of power and to be able to fight and heal themselves, and to be socially active, 
in an unequal world and to also accept those who are marginalized in society and in their 
very own classroom.
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Exploring the Connections between Teaching and Learning
Room 4-418

what are timss mathematiCs test sCores telling mathematiCs eDuCators?
Zhaoyun Wang

Since 1995, researchers have examined results from the Trend in International 
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) to explore various aspects of participant countries’ 
mathematics development. However, little research focused on student understanding of 
mathematics process components and problem solving methods. This study, using data 
from TIMSS, examined 38 TIMSS participant countries’ performance on mathematics 
components such as basic concepts (CON), basic formulas, theorems, rules and properties 
(FTRP), and mathematics application (APP). It also examined participants’ performance 
on mathematics problem solving methods including routine (RT) and non-routine (NRT) 
problems. In order to find teaching approaches and emphases of different countries, I 
studied common characteristics of student performance shared by countries in the study.

This study divided TIMSS 2003 test items into five variables in mathematics processes 
and problem solving methods. The means scores were calculated for every variable, and 
then hierarchic cluster analysis was employed to group participants, and finally compared 
characters of different groups.

The results indicated that high and low performing countries were generally consistently 
high and low respectively in these components, but they may be a little weak in one 
or two components. Intermediate performing countries showed unstable results in 
these components. The cluster analysis result indicated that the same group countries 
shared some thing in common such as culture, geography and teaching approaches and 
emphases. The findings suggest that some countries may wish examine their curriculum, 
teaching approaches and emphases on mathematics basics.

learning to teaCh in an intensive introDuCtory tesl training Course: a Case stuDy of 
english teaCher learning
Danielle Coellho Michel Freitas

Despite a growing body of research on the influence of the characteristics and beliefs as 
well as the teaching and learning experiences of trainee teachers on their learning during 
pre-service programs, intensive introductory TESL training courses are still designed to 
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instruct a “standard” type of trainee teacher. This research study investigates the factors 
that mediate trainee teachers’ learning process as well as the interaction between these 
factors, which either facilitate and/or hinder trainee teachers’ success during an intensive 
introductory TESL training course. Using a qualitative holistic single-case study, informed 
by an interpretivist perspective, this study explores how three trainee teachers learned 
how to teach during a course in Southern Ontario, Canada. An integrated conceptual 
framework, formed by a sociocultural perspective of teacher learning, a holistic view of 
curriculum, and transformative pedagogy, was employed as a lens through which these 
trainee teachers’ learning was more thoroughly understood. Findings include four major 
factors that mediated trainee teachers’ teacher learning process and three types of 
interaction that facilitated and/or hindered their success during the program.  

iDeologies of english learning in post-seConDary stuDy abroaD: a CritiCal DisCourse 
analysis of stuDy-abroaD self-help books in south korea
In Chull Jang

The genre of self-help books is a cultural artifact closely related to late modern society 
where, as the knowledge system in traditional communities cannot be effectively 
maintained, individual social actors should construct coherent narratives of their own 
experiences (Giddens, 1991). Particularly, in the globalized new economy, this genre 
tends to codify and standardize ways of social and linguistic practices and to impel 
readers to follow such knowledge and know-how (Cameron, 2000). This paper takes the 
view that self-help books are a socially and ideologically constructed terrain that reflects 
contemporary discourses such as globalization and neoliberalism. Through the lens 
of critical discourse analysis, this paper examines what types of English skills and what 
forms of learning practices are prevalent in South Korean study-abroad self-help books. 
Given the sales index on the publication market, eight books on post-secondary English 
study abroad were selected and analyzed. The results demonstrate two ideologies of 
“successful” study-abroad. Authors and characters urge study abroad learners to furiously 
“study” English to achieve their English language proficiency goal. At the same time, self-
help books circulate the necessity of a range of cultural “experiences” in host countries, 
which appear to appeal to students’ spirits of passion and challenge. The study concludes 
by suggesting that these ideologies reflect discourses of English in South Korea that lead 
learners to invest in codified forms of English for standardized English proficiency tests 
and native-like communicative competence of English.
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english in the korean youth market: a linguistiC lanDsCape of myungmool geori
Eun-Hee Park, Jin-Suk Yang

The current study investigates the perception of English in the Korean youth market, 
especially among university students, by analyzing the names of businesses on 
Myungmool Geori, Shinchon. Since Myungmool Geori is distinctive of its geographical 
vicinity of three universities and its urbanity, the appropriation of English on the names 
of businesses reflects how young university students perceive English, and how their 
perception is reinforced through the visual presentations of the names of the stores. This 
quantitative study is situated in the framework of Linguistic Landscape (LL) (Shoamy & 
Gortor, 2009), meaning that visual representations of a language in public sphere show 
the perception of the language users. In total, 140 names of stores are analyzed according 
to the distributions of languages, the relationships between the language choices and the 
business types, and the linguistic features of English employed on the shop signs on that 
street. The first result is that about 95 stores out of 140 adopted the English language in 
their public signs, which represents that English is perceived as a strong appeal to young 
customers. Second, the most common strategy used to deploy English on the signboards 
is juxtaposition (i.e., putting words side by side) followed by abbreviation, clipping and 
blending. Third, the commercial domains frequented by young people showed the 
tendency of adopting English as their store names. Thus, we see that English in the store 
names carries a symbolic function, serving as a symbol of modernity more than as an 
informative tool. 



2013 Dean’s Graduate Student Research Conference 147

Faculty and Students Panel: OISE in Focus
Friday, March 22nd, 15:00-16:30, Room 5-210
Event will be streamed online.

Wrap-up
Friday, March 22nd, 16:30-17:00, Room 5-210
You are invited to join a short conversation and offer your reflections and suggestions 
regarding your conference experience.
 

End of Conference Celebration!
Friday, March 22nd, 17:00-20:00, Room 5-170
Join us to a social gathering and a celebration with music, drinks, food, and… dancing!
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